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JOURNAL 
OF THE 
SENATE. 

On the eighteenth day of November, in the year of Our Lord one thous¬ 
and eight hundred and twenty two, being the day fixed by law for the 
meeting of the General Assembly, the following members of the Senate 
appeared and took their seats, to wit: 

From the Senatorial district composed of the counties of 

Mobile, Baldwin and Washington:- 

Conecuh, Covington, Pike, & Henry; John W. Devereux, 

Monroe; J ohn Murphy, 

Dallas; Thomas Casey. 

Wilcox and Clarke ; Neal Smith. 

Marengo and Greene; John Coats. 

Perry and Autauga ; Dunklin Sullivan. 

Bibb and Shelby; Jack Shackleford. 

St. Clair and Blount, David Conner. 

J efferson; J ohn Wood. 

Tuskaloosa and Pickens, Levin Powell. 

Marion and Franklin; William Metcalf. 

Lawrence; Arthur F. Hopkins. 

Morgan; Thomas D. Crabb. 

Jackson and Decatur; Robert M'Camy. 

Limestone, Nicholas Davis. 

Madison, David Moore. 

Lauderdale; Hugh, M'Vay. 

Montgomery and Butler; John D. Bibb. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, Mr. McVay was called to the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Francis s. Lyon was appointed Secretary 
pro tern. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb the House received the credentials and other 
evidence of election of the members. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Resolved, that the Senate do now proceed 
to the election of a President thereof: Whereupon, the election being 
conducted viva voce, it appeared, that Nicholas Davis was unanimously 
elected; who being conducted to the chair returned his acknowledgments 
to the House and proceeded to the duties thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Resolved, that the Senate do now proceed to 
the election of a Secretary and the election having been constitution¬ 
ally conducted, it appeared that Francis S. Lyon was unanimously e- 
lected. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, Resolved that the Senate do now proceed 
to the election of a door-keeper thereof: and the election being con¬ 
ducted viva voce, it appeared that Matthew D., Thomason was duly e- 
leted. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Resolved, That the Senate do now proceed 
to the election of an assistant clerk : and the election being conducted, 
viva voce, it appeared, that George V. Dick was unanimously elected 
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On motion of Mr. Murphy, Resolved, That the members of the Sen¬ 
ate do now proceed to take the oath prescribed by the Constitution; and 
also by an act supplementary to an act, entitled "An Act to suppress du¬ 
elling;" which said oaths were administered to Mr. President and all the 
members present. 

The clerks were also qualified by taking the oaths prescribed by law. 

On motion the Senate adjourned 'till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Tuesday, November 19, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, the following resolution was adopted, to wit: 

Resolved, that a message be sent to the House of Representatives, in¬ 
forming them that the Senate has convened, and elected Mr. Nicholas 
Davis, President thereof, Francis S. Lyon, secretary, and Matthew D. 
Thomason, door keeper and are ready to proceed to business. 

On motion of Mr. McVay, the following resolution was adopted to wit: 

Resolved, that the rules of order and decorum which governed the sen¬ 
ate at their last session be the rules and orders of proceeding, to be observ¬ 
ed by this body, until a revision or alteration of the same shall be made. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, the following resolution was adopted, to 
wit: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare and draft rule 
of order and decorum for the government of the Senate- Messrs. Moore 
Murphy and Smith were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. McVay, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, that the following standing committees be appointed, 
wit: 

A committee of accounts; 

A committee of privileges and elections; 

A committee of claims; 

A committee of propositions and grievances; 

A joint committee on enrolled bills; 

A committee on inland navigation; 

A judiciary committee; 

A military committee; 

A committee on roads, bridges, and ferries; 

A committee on county boundaries; 

A committee on school and colleges, and school and college lands, 

A message from the House of Representatives by Messrs. Hardwick 
and Leake, members thereof. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, I am instructed by the 
House of Representatives to inform your honorable body, that they have 
adopted the following resolution; 

Resolved, that a message be sent to the senate to inform them that 
a quorum of this House is assembled and have appointed Arthur P. 

Bagby, one of the Representatives, of Monroe county speaker, Na¬ 
thaniel Dodson, clerk, and William T. Gamble, door keeper, and are 
now ready to do business. 

On motion of Mr. McVay, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That there be committee of two members of this House 
appointed, to act with such committee as may be appointed on the part 
of the House of Representatives, to watt on the governor, and inform 
His Excellency, that the two Houses are now organized, and ready to re¬ 
ceive any communication he may please to make. 
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Whereupon, Messrs. McVay and Moore were appointed a committe 
on the part of the Senate. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Shackleford moved, that the Senate resolve itself into a commit¬ 
tee of the whole on the subject of the contested election for senator of 
the District composed of the counties of Mobile, Baldwin and Washing¬ 
ton; and on the question being put, Will the Senate resolve itself into a 
committee of the whole? It was resolved in the negative. 

I n pursuant of an order of the Senate, Mr. President, appointed a 
committee on privileges and elections, to consist of Messrs. McVay, De- 
vereux and Wood. 

On motion of Mr. McVay, Ordered that Messrs. Murphy and Casey 
be added to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, that the credentials of the members claiming a seat in the 
Senate from the counties of Mobile, Washington and Baldwin be referr¬ 
ed to the committee on privileges and elections. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, Ordered, that Messrs. Hopkins and Moore 
be added to the committee on privileges and elections. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Resolved, that the committee on pri- 
vilges and Elections have leave to sit during the session of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Resolved, that the credentials of the mem¬ 
bers of this House be referred to the committee on Privileges and elec¬ 
tions. 

On motion the Senate adjourned 'till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

3 o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Messrs. Morton and 
Davis, members thereof: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate- I am instructed by the 
House of Representatives to inform your honorable body, that they have 
concurred in the resolution appointing a joint committee to wait on His 
Excellency and inform him, that the two Houses are now organized and 
ready to receive any communication he may please to make; and have on 
their part appointed Messrs. Morton and Davis. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Messrs. Leake and 
Morton: 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Senate, I am instructed by the 
House of Representatives to inform your Honorable body, that they 
have adopted the following resolution: Resolved, that a committee of 
three persons be appointed on the part of this House to act with such 
committee as may be appointed by the Senate, to superintend the pro- 
cuirng of stationary for the use of the Legislature, during the present ses¬ 
sion; in which they desire your concurrence. They have appointed on 
their part Messrs. Leake, Clay and Crenshaw. 

Mr. Shackleford moved, that the Senate concur in said resolution; and 
on the question being put, it was resolved in the affirmative: whereupon 
Messrs. Bibb, Shackleford and Sullivan were appointed a committee on 
the part of the Senate. 

On motion the Senate adjourned 'till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock. 
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Wednesday, November 20, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Resolved, that a committee of revisal and of 
the unfinished business of last session be appointed. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Resolved, that a committee of Divorce and 
Alimony be appointed. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, the following resolution was adopted: Re¬ 
solved, that with the concurrence of the House of Representatives ,a joint 
committee of the two Houses be appointed to draw up and report a more 
correct system of law for the government of J ustices of the Peace and 
Constables: Whereupon, Messrs. Powell, Murphy and Hopkins were ap¬ 
pointed a committee on the part of the Senate. 

Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House of Representatives 
thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, Resolved, that the J udiciary Committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of prohibiting by law, the 
circiut and county court of Dallas county, being held in the State House. 

On motion the Senate adjourned, 'till 11 o'clock A.M. 

11 o'clock, A.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. McVay, from the Committee on Privileges and Elections, to whom 
was referred the credentials of the members claiming a seat in the sen¬ 
ate, from the district composed of the counties of Mobile, Baldwin and 
Washington, make the following report: 

The Committee of Privileges and Elections to whom was referred the 
contested election in the senatorial district composed of the counties of 
Washington, Baldwin and Mobile, have had the same under consideration, 
and beg leave to report, that they have examined the accompanying doc¬ 
uments, which were submitted to them, from which it appears that the re¬ 
turns of the election for senator in the counties of Mobile and Baldwin 
were not received by the sheriff of Washington county, who was the re¬ 
turning officer for the said senatorial district, within ten days after the 
aforesaid election ; that the sheriff of the county of Baldwin, who held the 
said election in Baldwin county, was elected in August 1821, and subse¬ 
quently commissioned, but had not given the bond required by law on the 
first Monday in April last, nor at the time the said election was 
holden by him, and that the oaths prescribed by law to the taken 
by the manages of elections, were administered to those of one of 
the precincts in Baldwin county, by the sheriff of said county,- 
The law has omitted to designate the person or officer by whom the 
oaths shall be administered to the managers.,but directs the sheriff to 
hold such elections, and subjects him to a penalty for any deviation from 
the prescribed manner of conducting them-— the manages must take the 
oaths, before the commencement of the election or the sheriff incurs the 
penalty ; he is not vested with any power to compel the attendance of any 
judicial officer to administer the oaths, and the competency of an officer 
of this character to administer them is doubtful such officer cannot, it is 
believed, legally administer oaths which do not relate to matters belonging 
to their jurisdiction, without they are expressly authorized to do so ; and 
the committee have been unable to find any authority given to a judicial 
officer of any grade, to administer the oaths to the managers of elections 
as the power of holding elections is expressly granted to the sheriff and a 
liability to a penalty attached to him for a failure to conduct them legal- 
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ly; the correct construction of the law must afford him the means of a- 
voiding such a failure, and to discharge the obligation which it has crea¬ 
ted on him; the possession, therefore, by the sheriff of the authority to 
administer the oaths to the managers, appears to be incidental to the 
power expressly vested in him, of holding the elections, and necessary to 
enable him to hold them in the manner directed by law, and to avoid the 
penalty to which he would be liable, if he were to permit the elections 
to be holden without the manages having previously taken the oaths, an 
electoin in which the omission to administer the oaths to the manages oc¬ 
curs in one holden in a different manner from that directed by law; and 
the consequence of an election illegally conducted in this respect, is not 
left to inference, but is expressly declared by the law, and is confined to the 
sheriff only, who in such an event is liable to a forfeiture of the sum of 
one thousand dollars; the validity of the election, it is conceived, is not 
affected by such a neglect of duty in the sheriff. The sheriffs of Baldwin 
and Mobile counties are required to make returns for their respective 
counties, of the election for senator, to the sheriff of the county of Wash¬ 
ington, within ten days after the election, and the neglect or refusal of a 
sheriff to make the return of the election within the time limited, for his 
performance of this duty, subjects him to a penalty, which is the only 
consequence that the law has declared shall result frm it; the failure 
therefore of a sheriff to make the returns of an election within the appoint¬ 
ed time, seems to be of the same character of the omission to administer 
the oaths to the managers, which created a liability on the sheriff to a for¬ 
feiture, but does not destroy the validity of the election; for the sheriff of 
Baldwin county to have legally held his office, after the first Monday in 
April last, it was requisite for him to have given on or before that day a 
bound with such security by the county court of the said county approved 
of; his failure to execute by that time the bond, vacated his office, and the 
filing of th vacancy which his neglect produced, devolved upon the Go¬ 
vernor of the state ; until the first Monday in April last, the sheriff of 
Baldwin county was legally the sheriff, without the execution of the bond ; 
for he was not bound before that day to give it: and if after that time, he 
continued to hold the office of sheriff, and exercise the duties of it, as it 
appears he did, he was the sheriff in fact, and his acts it is conceived, were 
valid, until the appointment of a successor to him in the office ; the evidence 
afforded by a commission of his authority was required, before he could 
act as sheriff, and it seems equally requisite, that a commission to a suc- 
sessor if office should furnish the testimony of the termination of his au¬ 
thority and no successor to him was appointed in the office ; until after 
be held the election. It was the duty of the sherif of Washington county, 
to have declared the person duly elected, senator, who had the greatest 
number of the ballots in the district, and to have delivered a certificate 
of election to the senator; but the delivery of the certificate at any time 
before the commencement of the present session of the General Assem¬ 
bly would have been a compliance with his duty in this respect, because 
no time for making the delivery is specified by the law and he was not 
bound to make his return of the person elected senator, to the secretary of 
state, before the third day of the session of the General Assembly. It ap¬ 
pears, that the sheriff of Washington county on the fifteenth of August last, 
before he had received th returns from the elections in Mobile and Baldwin 
counties, certified that Mr. Buchanan was duly elected, and subsequent¬ 
ly after he was in possession of the said returns from the counties of Mo- 
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bile and Baldwin; he gave to Mr. Francis W. Armstrong, a certificate 
stating the number of votes given to each of the contesting parties in the 
district aforesaid, from which last named certificate, it appears that Mr. 
Armstrong had a majority of twenty-eight ballots in the said district. 

They therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolution 

Resolved, That from the documents and papers referred to this com¬ 
mittee, and on a full investigation of the same, they are of opinion, that 
Francis W. Armstrong is entitled to a seat as senator from the district 
composes of the counties of Washington, Baldwin and Mobile. 

(Signed) FI. McVay, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Resolved, that Doct. George Buchanan 
have leave to be heard at the bar of this Flouse, in support of his claim 
to a seat in the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. McVay, Resolved, that Francis W. Armstrong have 
leave to be heard at the bar of this Flouse, in support of his claim to 
seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Smith offered the following resolution: Resolved, that Doct. 

George Buchanan and F. W. Armstrong of the district of Mobile, Bald¬ 
win and Washington, have leave to employ counsel, with leave to come 
within the bar of this Flouse, and time to prepare any defence they may 
think proper to make, until to-morrow 10 o'clock. 

Mr. Moore moved to strike out all of said resolution after the word 

Resolved; and on the question being put, it was resolved in the affirma¬ 
tive. 

Mr. Moore then moved, to insert in lieu thereof the following : "the 
Doct. George Buchanan and F. W. Armstrong from the senatorial dis¬ 
trict, composed of the counties of Washington, Baldwin and Mobile 
have until to-morrow 10 o'clock., to prepare any defence they may choose 
to make before this house." 

And on the question being put it was resolved in the affirmative. 

on motion the Senate adjourned 'till 3 o'clock P.M. 

3 o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. McVay, from the committee appointed on the part of the Senate 
to wait on FI is Excellency the Governor, and inform him that the two 
Houses of the General Assembly are organized and ready to received and 
communication he might please to make, reported that the committee 
had performed the duty assigned them, and received fro answer from His 
Excellency, that he would make a communication, in writing, to the two 
Houses, this day at the hour of three o'clock. 

A communication in writing was received from his Excellency the Gov¬ 
ernor, byjamesj. Pleasants, Esquire, Secretary of State, which was 
read, and is as follows, to wit: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Cahawba, November 18th, 1822. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, 

And of the House of Representatives; 

The transition of a Government from a temporary to a permanent 
form, is justly considered as forming an interesting period in its history 
Of this character is the event of your present meeting. You compose 
the first General Assembly chosen under the permanent system of rep¬ 
resentation provided by the Constitution. The diversity in regard to 
this vital point which once prevailed, and for a moment created a pause 
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in the duties of legislation, no longer exists, to distract our councils ; and 
your present body is greeted by the general sentiment, as the legitimate 
depository of the legislative power of the State. In entering upon the 
discharge of this trust, the importance of which is enhanced by so many 
considerations of duty and interest, you cannot fail to be inspired by that 
disinterested patriotism which is the surest guarantee of useful public 
service. 

The task before you, will embrace many matters affecting not only the 
present condition, but in a material degree the further destiny of this 
youthful commonwealth. While this consideration will necessarily excite 
your solicitude, much cause of felicitation will be found in the advancing 
growth, and prosperity of our infant community. If some portion of 
our population have experienced the afflictive visitations of providence 
these are believed to be mainly attributable to causes either temporary or 
local. Our former experience, and the climate and general surface of 
our country, furnish a reasonable promise of permanent future health¬ 
fulness. Our farms have, with few exceptions, given ample rewards to 
our industry : and if our staple products have suffered some depression in 
the markets ; an obvious remedy will be found in that economy which will 
occasion a corresponding retrenchment of foreign expenditure ; especi¬ 
ally for such materials as may be furnished by domestic industry con¬ 
tributing in the end to render our community more substantially inde¬ 
pendent. 

In our financial concerns, some improvement has been experienced 
within the year by the operation of the measures adopted at the last ses¬ 
sion. The warrants on the Treasury which had been to a large amount 
in circulation, and much depreciated have been nearly all discharged and 
taken up and all paper on the Treasury is in full credit. 

The loan of ten thousand dollars due to the Bank at Huntsville, has in 
conformity with the law on that subject, been paid, with the exception 
of a small balance of about three hundred and fifty dollars ; the final dis¬ 
charge of which only awaits a liquidation of interest, and of the credits 
for taxes due the State, on the stock of the institution. This matter and 
all others in which the Treasury is concerned will be presented to you 
in the report of the proper officer. 

The small treasury notes authorized to be issued to the amount of thir¬ 
ty thousand dollars have been prepared, of which $8137,25 have been 
issued, the remainder is in the hands of the Treasurer ready for issuing. 

Conformably to the act authorizing a loan from one of the specie pay¬ 
ing banks, not exceeding fifteen thousands dollars, and another subse¬ 
quent act directing the application of that loan, or so much as might be 
deemed necessary, for the purpose of making such arrangements with 
those banks as might and the credit and currency of the Treasury notes, 

I have thought proper to obtain a loan of four thousand five hundred dol¬ 
lars only, this sum being deemed sufficient for giving credit to any amount 
that might be issued during the year. This loan was obtained from the 
Bank at St. Stephens, under an arrangement whereby the whole sum 
borrowed was in remain on deposit in the Bank, as a fund for redeeming 
the Treasury Notes that should be there presented ; and with the under¬ 
standing that Bank would received and re-issue them as freely as their 
own. The loan was concluded in J uly last, when the Treasury Notes 
were prepared and will expire on the first day of J anuary next. The 
principal of the loan being still in the Bank, the only provision necessa- 
B 
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ry will be for the payment of interest. This comparatively small sum on 
deposite, when it was known that there was power to enlarge it, has ma¬ 
terially aided the credit of these notes in their first circulation ; and it is 
submitted to your wisdom to determine whether a renewal or extension 
of the loan might be expedient. 

It is computed from the best means of estimation in our possession, 
that the receipts into the Treasury, will, at least be equal to the autho¬ 
rized expenditures : and that no increase of the amount of taxation will 
be requisite ; unless new objects of expenditure to a consideration amount 
be created. Altho' some improvements might be made, of great public 
advantage, and such as I have the gratifying hope to see realized at a pe¬ 
riod not remote, yet as our State is just emerging from financial embar¬ 
rassment, and without the advantage of a matured system of revenue, it 
may be questioned whether any expensive objects be now advisable, un¬ 
less their demand be urgent, or their utility obvious. 

It will become the duty to make provision by law for the election of 
Representatives to Congress, according to the late act of apportionment. 

By that act two representatives were allotted to this State, with a provi¬ 
so that in consequence of the former returns of our census being incom¬ 
plete, three instead of two should be allowed to the State, on the event 
that it should be made appear to Congress at their next session, that the 
census of the state entitled it to that addition. It is now fully ascertain¬ 
ed, that the State is entitled to three representatives proposed. And 
this fact will be made appear to Congress by the Marshal's return of the 
census of several counties taken in due time, but not sent previously, no 
doubt or difficulty can exist in legislating on the subject. 

The term of service of one of our Senators in Congress will expire on 
the third day of March next. It will therefore be necessary to elect 
a Senator to serve from that period, the succeeding term of six year. 

The devising of a judicious plan for a State-Bank, will no doubt occu¬ 
py a necessary part of your attention a subject of equal difficulty and 
importance. So essential indeed to I consider the plane of the charter of 
such an institution, that on this mainly will depend the question of its 
expediency. His is to determine whether it may be an evil or a bless¬ 
ing. 

A State Bank established conformably to the Constitution -- on correct 
principles wisely and honestly conducted, would have a most salutary 
tendency in furnishing a medium, which would obtain a general confi¬ 
dence, and afford facilities for use ful public improvement, as well as 
laudable private enterprize : While an institution otherwise founded, in¬ 
stead of remedying the evils in the existing banks, might prove only a 
consolidation, and more enlarged and permanent extension of those evils. 

Among the mass of experiment before use, there is much more to avoid 
than to imitate. The disastrous experience of some of our Sister states 
shows under what illusions their statesmen and financiers have laboured 
on this subject. We have witnessed their expedients to restore a sound 
circulation by increasing an issue of paper, already depreciated by re¬ 
dundance, by the consolidation of defective banks, by reorganizing them 
under new and more popular names. We have seen all these ending in 
the same common result, -—a lover depreciation, and an increased press¬ 
ure on the community. 

In whatever light banking corporations were considered in the early 
periods of their history, they must at this day be viewed as public state in- 
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stitutions, rather tan associations for private enterprize. Bank-paper 
having now obtained so great a share in the common circulation, and en¬ 
tering so fully into all the public and private dealings of the community, 
forming indeed an ingredient in the very cement of society ; that this should 
maintain a sound credit, is therefore a most important public object.- 
The framers of our constitution have thus considered it, in the unusual 
cautions they have provided on the subject: And having restricted the 
power of the Legislature to one distinct institution, their cautions will be 
the more essential to be observed, in the structure of that one, to af¬ 
ford all reasonable security for its subserving the public purposes; other¬ 
wise it might prove a dangerous monopoly. 

To furnish this security, several requisites appear almost indispensi- 
ble: 

1st. The State should at all times have a material influence in the gov¬ 
ernment of the corporation and that, whatever may its interest in the 
capital. Although it has often occurred, that the polity of a banking 
company may coincide with the public interest, eminent exceptions to 
this have been too frequently witnessed ; wherein the excessive issue and 
consequent depreciation of paper has been long continued as a source of 
inordinate profit. 

2nd. That the State should have an interest in the capital, in some 
degree proportionate to its control, appears desireable ; as tending to ac¬ 
quire the more fully the confidence of individual stockholder. Her 
some difficulty is presented in the present imperfect state of our means. 

I will, however, with great deference, suggest a few of the sources from 
which some share of this interest may be possibly derived. The first 
may consist in a reasonable bonus. In estimating the amount of this, 
some aid may be derived from the example of the Charter of the Nation¬ 
al Bank A second may consist of a loan from the bank on reasonable 
interest, to be effected by allowing the State, on the Bank going into op- 
peration, to subscribe without payment, for a given number of shares.- 
Farther means may be obtained by a mutual arrangement between the 
State and the Trustees of the University. That institution having de¬ 
termined on a sale of its lands, may find it expedient to invest a portion 
of the proceeds in stock to be issued by the State Government, bearing 
six or seven per cent, interest: the principal payable at a remote day ; the 
interest semi-annually, at periods corresponding with the times of mak¬ 
ing bank dividends. This idea is suggested without knowing the disposi¬ 
tion of the Trustees; whose concurrence would be indispensable. The 
approaching session of that body will afford however, all necessary facili¬ 
ties for ascertaining their views on this subject;. 

3d. A most critical and delicate point will be, the connexion to be for¬ 
med between the State Bank, and the local ones, in the adoption of the 
latter as branches. The most ordinary prudence however dictates, that 
the former should not only be organized, previously to the arrangement 
of the the terms of connexion ; but that each should have a thorough 
knowledge of the concerns of each other. The late expose of the affairs 
of the National Bank, contains a valuable lesson in point. This interest¬ 
ing document shows how little is actually known of the true situation of 
such a concern, to al whom have not thoroughly investigated its books and 
its vaults. It is also a question worthy of reflection, whether after such a 
connextion is effected, the original corporate powers of the bank convert¬ 
ed into a branch should not cease. 
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4th. Late experience is full to show the necessity of power in the State 
to correct with east the violation of the charter, as well as to punish the 
officers and agents for abuses of their trusts. 

5th. It was worthy of consideration, whether a restriction of the issue of 
paper to a proportion, less than thrice of capital would not be expe¬ 
dient, at least for about the first six years of its business- within that time 
our land-debt, amounting within this State, to at least five millions of dol¬ 
lars will be called for by the general government. And should a want of 
prudence in our citizens postponed this payment to the latter part of the 
period, much pressure must be expected on the community ; and great 
circumspection will be required to prevent its operation upon the bank 
that shall furnish the medium of payment. Another question may al 
deserive your notice, whether the diminution of profit by this restriction 
might not be supplied by a small increase of the rate of ordinary banking 
interest on the renewal or extension of all loans beyond the first timer of 
sixty or ninety days. This increase, with the greater safety and credit se¬ 
cured by the restricted issue of paper, would be ample amends for any 
supposed loss by reasons of the restriction. 

Feeling an impression of the great importance, as I have premised, 
of a correctly organized system for the only banking institution, the 
State has the power under the Constitution to establish, I have felt it my 
duty to suggest these few leading points, which I deemed material ; and 
the more especially as most of them had not been regarded in any former 
plan for that institution, of which I have any knowledge. I am aware 
that after all that can be done in rendering a bank charter perfect, it must 
at last depend for it successful operation on the actual existence of com¬ 
petent disposable banking capital. This cannot be created by fiction.- 
But in all events a correct system will prove sale. 

Agreeably to the act of last session, entitled, "An act in relation to the 

banking institutions in this state”-on ascertaining that the bank at 

Huntsville had not resumed specie payments for its bills at the time spe¬ 
cified in that act, I gave information of the fact to the Solicitor of fifth 
judicial circuit, with instructions to proceed by writ of Quo Warranto against 
that corporation, which writ was returned to the late term of the circuit 
court of Madison county. I have associated with the Solicitor, William 
Kelly, Esq, as assisting counsel in the prosecution. 

The act establishing the present system of county courts will expire by 
its own limitation on the first of J anuary next. 11 will become necessary 
to extend the act, or provide a substitute. The limitation of the act shows 
it to have been an experiment. Coming as you do from the different sec¬ 
tions of the state, you bring together the result of the experience under 
this system, and of the general sentiment in regard to its utility. You 
will therefore be best able to determine accordingly. 

The Digest authorized by the act of the last session, is understood to 
be ready to be laid before you. 

The law at present gives the power of qualifying Sheriffs to the J udges 
of the county courts, who, alone, are to approve of their bonds, Some 
inconvenience has been suffered by an occasional absence of the J udge 
from the county, and by vacancy in his office, happening, when some of 
the urgent duties of newly appointed Sheriffs required their qualification, 
especially the duty of drawing jurors now requiring the presence of the 
Sheriff. This act might be performed in a mode less liable to disappoint¬ 
ment. It is also worth of notice, that there is no provisions made for de- 
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ciding contested elections of Sheriffs and other civil officers of popular 
appointment, and requiring commissions. 

I lay before you the ordinances and minutes of the Board of Trustees 
of the University at their session held at Tuskaloosa at the time specified 
in the eighteenth section of the act of incorporation. A second session 
of the Board will be held on the first Monday of December next in this 
town, when their annual report may be expected. It may become neces¬ 
sary to make some legislative regulations in regard to the lands of the in¬ 
stitution, and the investment of its funds. As, however most of these acts 
will require the concurrence of the Board, I defer making recommenda¬ 
tion of any specific measures, until that body shall have convened. 

Regarding the location of the institution, the board of Trustees agreea¬ 
bly to the tenth section of their charter will most probably submit their 
views to the legislature. In determining this material point it is the bene- 
ral expectation that the most disinterested and earnest regard to the pros¬ 
perity of this favorite institution shall be the governing principle, and that 
no other distinct subject will be allowed to become entangled with it.- 
That some prejudices should be felt at the immediate points having pre¬ 
tensions as suitable sites, is naturally to be expected : beyond this, no sor¬ 
did or illiberal views are believed to have any existence. Considering the 
acknowledged influence of a diffusion of learning, on the political and so¬ 
cial state, the sooner such as selection can be satisfactorily made the bet¬ 
ter: the earlier of course will the present generation begin to enjoy its 
benefits in the edification of our youth and in the early developement of 
the natural and moral sources of our country. 

The reservation of the seventy-two sections of land for the University 
was considered as nearly completed at the last session. Its completion 
as well as the issuing of the patents, was necessarily deferred for the return 
of the Surveyor General to the General Land Office and to the Executive 
Department here, showing the contents of numerous fractional sections 
previously returned as only estimated : such return has been made within 
a few days. Anticipating a deficiency in the quantity selected, from the 
circumstance that a sale of several quarter sections of the former selec¬ 
tion had been made in September, eighteen hundred and twenty-one, at 
the land office in Tuskaloosa, the Register not having been informed that 
those lands were selected, I submitted, provisionally, other tracts to be 
reserved: these have proved to be sufficient to fill the complement. The 
reservation may now be considered as complete, and patents may very 
shortly be expected. 

I lay before you're the resolutions of the Legislature of several of our sister 
states, respecting the appropriation of a share of the national lands for 
the purposes of education, to be distributed among the older states. The 
immense public treasure, and the important national principles involved 
in the question may render it a proper subject, on which to express your 
sentiments. Were this extraordinary claim advanced by its advocates on 
grounds of policy merely, it might well be suffered to press its fortune in 
silence; and especially as a branch of the legislature of the Union has al¬ 
ready given it an unfavorable hearing ; but urged as it continues to be 
by so may legislative bodies interested in its success, as a matter of right, 
and that too in consideration of what are deemed acts of munificence to 
the new states composed of lands that were once national territory. The 
silence of these states might be constructed into an acquiescence in the 
doctrines. 
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The lands granted for a public seminary, and the sixteenth section in 
each township allowed for smaller schools are viewed as voluntary dona¬ 
tions, without consideration, and imposing on Congress the duty, in justice 
to the older states not thus favored, to grant them, each, lands of equal 
value. The fallacy of this ground of claim will appear when it is consid¬ 
ered, that the reservation of the school section in each township was a 
part of the general system, under which all the public lands were sold. 

It became a condition of the sale, and a consideration and inducement 
with purchasers in estimating the value ; and, was no more than the sale 
of thirty-five lots, with a right of common in the thirty-sixth annexed. The 
reservation of a tract of two townships within a whole territory prior to 
the sale of greater part of the lands, is similar in principle : besides, the 
grant of these school lands is made one of the conditions in the several 
acts hereby the new states were admitted as members of the Union ; in 
lieu of which other interests were conceded by these states, which would 
other wise have been incident to them as rights of sovereignty; among 
these is the right of interfering in the disposal of the public land, and the 
right of taxing those lands for five years after their sale. Without further 
remark, I refer the subject to your wisdom and judgment. 

Much inconvenience and expense has been suffered, for want of sale 
prisons for the confinement of criminals in or convenient to the several 
counties, I submit, whether it might not be expedient to establish, at 
least, one secure jail in each judicial circuit. 

The commissioners named in the act of the last session of holding e- 
lections for county officers in Pike and Covington counties having failed 
to hold those elections agreeably to the act, it will be necessary again to 
provide for organizing those counties. 

The twenty lots advertised to be sold on the east side of the Alabama 
within the limits of Cahawba, have been laid off and sold accordingly. 

The records of this department will show the result of these sales, 
and also the operation of the act passed at last session for the relief of 
purchasers of lots at the first sales in Cahawba. 

The cases pending in the District Court of the United States against 
the importer of one hundred and eight African sales, which I brought 
to the view of the Legislature at last session, have been decided against 
the claimants or importers ; whereupon an appeal has been taken to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, where they are ending for trial. 

No disposition of the subject having been made at last session, it remains 
for your consideration whether measures are requisite to be adopted 
not only in regard to this State interest, but all similar cases happening 
in the future. 

The commissioners for laying off certain of the roads mentioned in the 
act of last session have made reports, which have been approved, and 
accounts thereof transmitted to the J udges of the county Courts for the 
purpose of causing them to be opened. Certain portions of these roads 
are reported to require aid form the State, owing to the want of settle¬ 
ment. These are referred to your consideration. 

The act of Congress of the last session having subjected the payment 
of the three per cent, fund allowed to the State for internal improvements 
to certain limitations, I have applied for a statement showing the situa¬ 
tion of that interest, and expect daily to be able to lay it before you. 

Although our Militia law furnishes a good organization for that species 
of force, it is worthy of inquiry whether it would not admit of such a- 
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mendment as to ensure more promptly the annual returns of the strength 
and condition of the militia . By these returns our quota of the annual 
appropriation of two hundred thousand dollars made by Congress for arm¬ 
ing the whole body of the militia, is to be determined. An entire failure 
in making returns took place last year. The general orders issued in an¬ 
ticipation of this failure near the close of the year, requiring such re¬ 
turns to be make, have ben but partially executed ; and, the returns for 
the present year, are not yet received, although means have been ta¬ 
ken to ascertain and punish the officers in default; yet, delay will be un¬ 
avoidable in a complicates system of return during periods of peace:- 
officers will be more frequently changing places, and will feel less sensi¬ 
bly the necessity of attention indeed it will be found impracticable to 
keep up the perfect discipline of a military body among our free citizens 
in times of peace and pleasure. The main purpose to be answered in 
such times, is to ensure prompt and correct returns, and to keep the or¬ 
ganization so complete as to afford the greatest facility for meeting re¬ 
quisitions, when urgency and danger requires. Compensation under the 
existing plan has not proved sufficient to ensure promptness in making 
returns : Majors of Brigade and Adjutants of Division are specially 
chargeable with this duty, and are each entitled to five dollars per day 
when on service. I submit whether this charge on the Treasury may 
not well be dispensed with, by leaving these offices to be honorary, and 
by transferring their duties as respects returns to the commanders of re¬ 
giments, to be made directly to the adjutant general ; or by assigning to 
the latter officer the duty of attending in each regiment, and taking re¬ 
turns. 

The following vacancies have been filled in the recess of the Legislature, 
by appointments which appointments will expire at the end of the session: 

J ohn Lockhart has been appointed J udge of Marengo County court in lieu 
of Shelby Corzine, resigned ; J ohn Brown (Red) in lieu of Thomas W. 

Farrar, resigned : Nathan Sargent, J udge of Dallas County Court in lieu 
of William Aylett, resigned ; Harry Toulmin, J udge of Washington Coun¬ 
ty Court, in lieu of Francis H. Gaines, resigned : J osiah D. Lister, J udge 
of the same court, in lieu of Harry Toulmin, resigned ; J ohn M. Chap¬ 
man, J udge of Covington County Court in lieu of J r. R. Mobly resigned; 

J ohn Dean, J udge of Conecuh County Court in lieu of Samuel Burnett, 
resigned; Littlebury Vaughan, J ugge of Blount County court in lieu of 
William Dunn, deceased ; Polydore Naylor, J udge of St. Clair County 
Court to fill a vacancy in that office by his own previous resignation; and, 

J ohn Elliott, Solicitor of the first judicial circuit, in lieu of Eldridge S. 

Greening, resigned. 

Having now presented you with such matters touching the concerns of 
the State as I deemed of present moment, it is proper to add, that in 
the progress, thus far, of this infant member of our happy Union, and in 
its favorable prospects, we have continued cause of gratitude to that 
Providence which rules or destinies as men and as a nation, and which 
has been ever propitious to the principles of our government; principles, 
which, though almost within our own memory were denounced by the 
wise of the world as dangerous innovations, have extended their regene- 
raitng influence into the new born nations in the southern part of our 
hemisphere, and are gradually infusing themselves into the sentiments of 
men in the older regions of the world. 

I n alleviating the labours of your session, much will depend on that 
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harmony and full confidence which shall prevail among us. There is no 
cause connected with out duties that forbids it. Every consideration of 
good feeling invites it; and so far as shall depend on the Executive De¬ 
partment, nothing shall be wanting which the most earnest good wishes 
can contribute toward the object. And may our joint endeavors for the 
general good be attended with success. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient. 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

Ordered, that the said message lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Murphy, Ordered, that two hundred copies of the 
Governor's message be printed for the use of the senate. 

On motion the Senate adjourned 'till to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. 

Thursday, Nov. 21, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Crabb presnted the petition of Sarah Ann Newman, praying that 
the bonds of matrimony existing between her and Francis Newman, may 
be dissolved; which was on motion, referred to the committee on divorce 
and alimony. Mr. Moore presented the petition of Rosanna Lambkin, 
administratrix, and Elijah Hogan, administrator, of William Lambkin, 
deceased, praying the passage of a law authorizing them to transfer a 
certain quarter section of land ; which was, on motion, referred to a se¬ 
lect committee : Whereupon, Messrs. Moore, M'Camy, and Bibb, were 
appointed said committee. 

Mr. Powell presented the petition of Augustus Baudry, praying the 
passage of a law, authorizing him to emancipate a certain slave therein 
named; which was read. 

On motion, Ordered, that said petition be referred to a select commit¬ 
tee : whereupon, Messrs. Powell, Shackleford, and Metcalf, were ap¬ 
pointed said committee. 

Mr. Devereux presented the petition of Seabourne J. Whatley, late 
tax collector of Conecuh county, praying &c. which was read ; and on 
motion referred to a select committee : whereupon, Messrs. Devereux 
Moore, and Sullivan, were appointed said committee. 

Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Rather, a mem¬ 
ber thereof. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate : 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
orable body, that they concur in the resolution of your honorable body, 
appointing a joint committee of the two Houses, to draw up and report a 
more correct system of law for the government of J ustices of the Peace 
and Constables ; and have appointed on their part, Messrs. Rather, Oli¬ 
ver and Fitzpatrick. 

Mr. McVay presented the petition of Samuel D. M'Mahan, praying the 
passage of a law authorizing him to emancipate certain slaves therein 
named ; which was read, and, on motion, referred to a select committee 
whereupon Messrs. M'Vay, Murphy, and Hopkins, were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Conner presented the petition of Austin Hood and Arnold Thoma¬ 
son, praying to be allowed pay for apprehending and guarding certain 
counterfeiters; which was read : and on motion referred to the commit¬ 
tee on Propositions and Grievances. 

Mr. McVay presented the petition of John Byler, praying an exten¬ 
sion of the time allowed him to complete a certain road therein named ; 
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which was read; and on motion referred to a select committee: where 
upon Messrs. M'Vay, Coats & Devereux, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Casey gave notice, that on to-morrow he should ask for leave to in¬ 
troduce a bill, to authorize J ohn Chandler and Richard Conway to sell 
certain real estate. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Resolved, that Messrs. Murphy, Bibb, 
Casey, Hopkins and Smith, be appointed a committee on the part of this 
house, to lay out the state into three congressional districts ; and that a 
message be sent to the house of representatives, requesting that house to 
appoint a committee to joint the committee on this house, for that purpose: 
a message was sent accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, Resolved, that Wm. B. Allen, printer, or any 
other person authorized by him, be permitted to take a seat within the 
bar of this House, to take minutes of the proceedings thereof, for publica¬ 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, Resolved, that the subject of the contested e- 
lection for senator of the district composed of the counties of Mobile, Bald¬ 
win and Washington, be now taken up. 

Mr. Conner moved, that the Senate concur in the report of the com¬ 
mittee on privileges and elections, in relation to the contested election 
for senator of the district composed of the counties of Mobile, Baldwin 
and Washington. 

Mr. Murphy moved, to strike out all of said report after the word them 
in the fifth line from the beginning to the word district, at the conclusion 
and on the question being put, it was resolved in the negative. 

The question was then put, 'will the Senate concur in the report of the 
committee on privileges and elections, in relation to the contested elec¬ 
tion for senator of the district, composed of the counties of Mobile, Bald¬ 
win and Washington?' and decided in the affirmative. Yeas 15- Nays 3. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. President Conner Hopkins Moore Shackleford 

Bibb Crabb M'Camy Murphy Smith 

Casey Deveraux M'Vay Powell Wood- 15. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Metcalf Sullivan- 3. 

Francis W. Armstrong, a senator from the district composed of the coun¬ 
ties of Mobile, Baldwin and Washington, the appeared, was qualified, and 
took his seat. On motion the Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P.M. 

2 o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Resolved, that the Door deeper be 
instructed to procure a sufficient number of locks for the tables in this 
House, and have them put on. 

I n pursuant of an order of the Senate, Mr. President reported the 
following standing committees, to wit: 

A committee of Accounts, to consist of Messrs. Powell, M'Camy and 
Sullivan: 

A committee of Claims, to consist of Messrs. Crabb, Coats and Smith; 

A committee Propositions and Grievances, to consist of Messrs. Bibb, 
Metcalf and Moore: 

A joint committee on Enrolled Bills, to consist of Messrs. Moore, Casey 
and Murphy: 

A committee on Inland Navigation, to consist of Messrs. Shackleford, 
Armstrong and Powell; 
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A J udiciary Committee, to consist of Messrs. Hopkins, Murphy & Bibb; 

A Military Committee, to consist of Messrs, Armstrong, Wood & Crabb, 

A committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, to consist of Messrs. Casey 
M'Vay and Coats; 

A committee on County Boundaries, to consist of Messrs. Wood, Con¬ 
ner and Smith 

A committee on Schools and Colleges and School and Colleges lands, to 
consist of Messrs. Murphy, Shackleford and Hopkins; 

A committee on Divorce and Alimony, to consist of Messrs. Sullivan 
Metcalf and Conner; 

A committee on Revisal and unfinished business of the last session, to con¬ 
sist of Messrs. Devereux, Powell and Moore. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Friday, November 22, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Sullivan presented the petition of John Boyce, praying &c. which 
was read; and on motion, referred to a select committee consisting of 
Messrs. Sullivan, M'Camy and Metcalfe. 

Mr. Sullivan, from the committee on Divorce and Alimony, to whom 
was referred the petition of Sarah Ann Newman, reported that there was 
not sufficient evidence before the committee, to satisfy them of the cor¬ 
rectness of the fact alleged in said petition; and therefore they rejected 
the prayer of said petitioner. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Ordered, that Messrs. Shackleford and Wood 
be added to the joint committee, appointed to lay out the State into Con¬ 
gressional Districts. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, Ordered, that Mr. Moore be added to said 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, That Messrs. Deveraux and Coats 
be added to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, ordered, that Messrs. Metcalf and Crabb 
be added to the committee on county boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, Resolved, that the comptroller of public 
accounts be required to lay before this House the amount of money paid 
Brevet Brigadier General Dale; what amount if any has been paid him 
in addition to the half pay of a Colonel of the United States army, and a 
transcript of the documents relative thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, resolved that the President assign a seat 
within the bar of this House, to R. B. Brickell, the Editor of the Ala¬ 
bamian, in order that he may report the proceedings of this House. 

Agreeably to previous notice, Mr. Casey asked for and obtained leave 
to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize J ohn Chandler, ad¬ 
ministrator of N. L. Hayden, deceased, to sell real estate ;' which was 
read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. McVay gave notice, that on to-morrow he should ask for leave to 
introduce a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the administrator of 
John Dixon, deceased, to sell and convey certain real estate. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, the senate resolved, itself into a committee 
of the whole, on the Governor's message, Mr. Casey in the chair; and 
after sometime spent therein, the committee rose, Mr. President resum¬ 
ed the chair, and Mr. Casey reported, that the committee of the whole 
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had had His Excellency the Governor's Message and the subjects therein 
contained under consideration and beg leave to propose the adoption of 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved, that so much of His Excellency the Governor's message as 
relates to the loan from the Tombeckbe bank at St. Stephens, be refer¬ 
red to a select committee; whereupon Messrs. Sullivan, Casey and Wood, 
were appointed said committee. 

Resolved, that so much of His Excellency the Governor's message as 
relates to our representation, by the late apportionment of the Congress 
of the United States, at their last session, be referred to the committee 
appointed on that subject. 

Resolved, that so much of the Governor's message as relates to a State 
Bank, be referred to a select committee: Messrs. Moore, Murphy and 
Powell were appointed said committee. 

Resolved, that so much of he governor's message as relates to the 
writ of Quo warranto against the Huntsville Bank, be referred to the ju¬ 
diciary committee. 

Resolved, that so much of the Governor's message as relates to the 
county courts, be referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Resolved, that so much of the Governor's message, as relates to the 
decision of contested elections of sheriffs and other officers, be referred 
to the judiciary committee. 

Resolved, that so much of the Governor's message as relates to the 
Seminary lands, and the trustees thereof, be referred to the committee 
on schools and colleges and schools and college lands. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as relates to the 
resolutions of he Legislatures of several of our sister states, respecting 
the appropriation of a share of the national lands, for the purpose of ed¬ 
ucation , be referred to a committee of members, to act jointly 
with such committee as may be appointed on the part of the House of 
Representatives. 

Resolved, that so much of the Governor's message as relates to safe 
prisons in each judicial circuit, be referred to the committee on the ju¬ 
diciary. 

Resolved, that so much of the Governor's message as relates to the or¬ 
ganization of Pike and Covington counties, be referred to the committee 
on the J udiciary. 

Resolved, that so much of Governor's message as relates to the chases 
lately pending in the district court, and which by appeal have been car¬ 
ried into the supreme court of the United States, against the importers 
of one hundred and eight African slaves, be referred to the judiciary com¬ 
mittee. 

Resolved, that so much of the Governor's message, as relates to cer¬ 
tain public roads laid off in conformity with an act of the last Legisla¬ 
ture be referred to the committee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

Resolved, that so much of the Governor's message as relates to the 
three per cent, fund from the General Government to this State, be re¬ 
ferred to a select committee. Messrs. Murphy, Hopkins, and M'Vay were 
appointed said committee. 

Resolved, that so much of the Governor's message as relates to Mili¬ 
tary affairs, be referred to the military committee. 

All of which where severally read and adopted. 

On motion the senate adjourned till 3 o'clock P.M. 
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3 o'clock, P.M. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. President laid before the senate a communication from H. Toul- 
min, esq. upon the subject of digesting the laws of this state ; which was 
read, and motion, ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following the following resolution: 

Resolved, that with the concurrence of the House of Representatives 
the Legislature will on Monday next, at the hour of eleven o'clock, pro¬ 
ceed to the election of a Senator to the Congress of the United States 
whose term of service shall commence on the fourth day of March next. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, Ordered, that said resolution lie on the 

table. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Saturday, November 23. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Crabb presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Blount coun¬ 
ty, praying the passage of a law authorizing and his associ¬ 
ates, to lay out and establish a turnpike road ; which was read, and on mo¬ 
tion was referred to a select committee ; Messrs .Crabb, Coats, and M'- 
Vay, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Moore from the committee appointed to draft rules of order and 
decorum for the government of the Senate, made a report; which was re¬ 
ceived by the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, the Senate resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on said report, Mr. Moore in the chair; and after some time 
spent in the consideration thereof, the committee rose, Mr. President re¬ 
sumed the chair, and Mr. Moore reported, that the committee of the 
whole had had said report under consideration, and beg leave to propose 
the adoption of the following rules of order and decorum for the govern¬ 
ment of the Senate. 

Rule 1. The President shall take the chair precisely at the hour every day 
to which the Senate have adjourned the preceding day; and on the appearance 
of a quorum, shall call the Senate to order; and cause the journals of the pre¬ 
ceding day to be read. 

2. The President shall preserve order and decorum, may speak to points of 
order in preference to other members, and shall decide questions of order 
subject to an appeal to the Senate, he may rise to put a question, but may 
state it sitting. 

3. Every member speaking in debates, shall first rise from his seat uncover¬ 
ed, respectfully address himself to Mr. President, confine himself to the 
question, avoiding personalities, and shall not call any members by his name 

but refer to him by the county of his resident, or the gentleman that spoke 
last, &c. 

4. When two or more members rise at the same time the President shall 
name the persons entitled to the floor; but in all cases, the member first rising 
shall speaker first. 

5. No member shall speak more than twice to the same question without 
leave of Senate, nor more than once until every member choosing to speak 
shall have spoken, unless permitted to explain. 

6. When a motion shall be make and seconded, it shall be reduced to writing 
if desired by the President or any member, delivered in at the table, and read 

by the President before the same shall be debated. 

7. After a question is state by the President, it shall be deemed in posses¬ 
sion of the Senate; but may be withdrawn by leave of Senate, at any time 
before decision or amendment. 
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8. When a question is under debate no motion shall be received, but to ad¬ 
journ, to postpone to a day certain, to lie on the table, for the previous ques¬ 
tion, to commit or amend, or to postpone indefinitely ; which several motions 
shall have precedence in the order in which they stand arranged. 

9. No motion shall be determined on the day it is introduced, if one third 
of the members request that it be deferred to the next day. 

10. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall be decided with¬ 
out debate. 

11. A motion for commitment, until it is decided, shall preclude all amend¬ 
ments of the main question. 

12. The previous question until it is decided, shall preclude amendment 
and debate on the main question, and shall be in this form, Shall the main 
question be now put? 

13. Every senator who shall be present when a question is put, shall voted, 
unless the Senate for special reasons excuse him, but no senator shall vote on 
any question, unless he be within the bar of the House, when the same is put. 

14. When the President is putting a question, no member shall walk out of, 
or across the house ; nor when a member is speaking, enter into private dis¬ 
course, or pass between him and the chair. 

15. A member when called to order, shall immediately take his seat, and 
the Senate if appealed to shall decide the case, but without debate. If there 
be no appeal, the decision of the chair shall be conclusive. 

16. After the J ournals are read on each day petitions shall be called for by 
the President, next reports of Standing Committees; and lastly the reports of 
Special Committees ; but the committee on enrolled bills may report at any 
time during the session of the Senate if not precluded by some privileged 
motion. 

17. Every bill shall be introduced by motion for leave, or by order of the 
Senate, which bill may on its second reading be committed to a standing com¬ 
mittee, a special committee, or a committee of the whole house, but commit¬ 
ment to one shall not preclude commitment to either of the others. 

18. No bill shall be amended or committed until it shall have been twice read. 

19. I n forming a committee of the whole, the President shall leave the 
chair naming some persons as chairman to preside. 

20. All questions whether in the Senate or in committee of the whole, shall 
be put in the order they were moved ; except in cases of amendment, and ex¬ 
cept that in filling up blanks, the largest sum and the longest time shall be first 
put. 

21. A similar moved of proceedings shall be observed with bills, which have 
originated in and passed the House of Representatives, as with bills originated 

in the Senate. 

22. The rules of the Senate shall be observed in committee of the whole, 
so far as they be applicable, except the rule limiting the times of speaking. 

23. A motion that the committee rise shall always be in order, and shall be 
decided without debate. 

24. No member shall absent himself from the Senate without leave of ab¬ 
sence on motion. 

25. Bills committed to a committee of the whole house shall be first read 
through by the Secretary, and then read and debated by clauses ; leaving the 
preamble and caption to be last considered. 

26. All amendments shall be entered on a separate piece of paper and so 
reported by the chairman standing in his place ; after the report the bill shall 
be subject to debate and amendment before the question to engross be taken. 

27. When the Senate adjourns no member shall move from his seat until 



the President has left his chair. 

28. The President may appoint any other member to perform the duties of 
the chair, provided said appointment shall not continue beyond an adjournment. 
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29. All ordinary committees shall consist of three members to be appointed 
by the President, unless otherwise directed by the Senate ; and on motion, one 
or more members may be added to any committee. 

30. All memorials and addresses shall be signed by the President, and all 
warrants and subpoenas issued by order of the Senate, shall be under his hand 
and seal, attested by the Secretary. 

31. In case of disturbance or disorderly conduct in the lobby, the Presi¬ 
dent or Chairman shall have power to order the same to be cleared. 

32. A bill once rejected, another of the same substance shall not be intro¬ 
duced during the session. 

33. When a motion has been once made and carried in the affirmative or 
negative, it shall be in order for any member of the majority to move for the 
reconsideration thereof on the same or succeeding day ; provided, the paper 
be then in possession of the Senate. 

34. Nothing shall be introduced by way of rider which is irrelevant to the 
matter contained in the main body of the bill before the Senate. 

35. I n all cases if there be an equal number of votes in the affirmative and 
in the negative, the question shall be lost. 

36. The President of the Senate shall vote in all cases in which his vote 
would make a tie or be a casting vote ; and when the Ayes and Nays are call¬ 
ed, the President shall vote first. 

37. No rule shall be rescinded or amended, or a new rule added to the 
rules of the Senate, without a least a day's notice of the intention to res¬ 
cind, amend, or add a new rule. 

All of which were severally read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, ordered that fifty copies of the rules of 
order and decorum be printed for the use of the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to authorize J ohn Chandler, administrator 
of N. L. Hayden, deceased, to sell certain real estate,' was read the sec¬ 
ond time. 

On motion, ordered, that said bill be referred to the J udiciary com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Powell from the select committee, to whom was referred the peti¬ 
tion of Augustus Baudry, reported a bill to be entitled 'an act to author¬ 
ize Augustus Baudry to emancipate a certain slave therein named' which 
was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on Monday next. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. M'Vay asked for and obtained leave to intro¬ 
duce a bill, to be entitled, 'an act to authorize the administrator of J ohn 
Dixon, to sell and transfer certain real estate ;' which was read the first 
time. Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second 
reading on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, Resolved, that the J udiciary committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of framing some general law re¬ 
specting the emancipation of salves, and report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. M'Vay obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
change the name of, and legitimate a certain person therein named ; 
which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be make the order of th day for a second read¬ 
ing on Monday next. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till Monday 10 o'clock. 

Monday, Nov. 25, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 



Mr. Wood presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Jefferson 
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county ; praying the establishment of a new county ; which was read, and 

On motion referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Moore presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Madison 
county, upon the subject of schools in the sixteenth sections o each 
township; which was read ; and 

On motion referred to the committee on Schools and Colleges, and 
School and College lands. 

Mr. Conner presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Blount 
county, praying the passage of law incorporating the town of Blounts- 
ville, in said county ; which was read ; and on motion, referred to the com¬ 
mittee on Propositions and Grievances. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, that the J udiciary committee be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of providing by law, for filling vacancies happening in the 
office of sheriff, by reason of failure to hold elections at the proper time 
prescribed by the constitution or the law, and for filling vacancies of other 
offices happening for the like causes : with leave to report by bill or other¬ 
wise. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, that the Secretary of State be required to furnish the Senate 
with a report, embracing a statement of all transactions under an act of 
the last session, entitled an act for the relief of purchasers of lots in the 
town of Cahawba. 

Mr. Casey offered the following resolution: Resolved, that the J udicia¬ 
ry committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the constitution of this state, so as to confine justices of the peace in civil 
cases, to their respective captain's beats, and to allow them a jury. 

Mr. Wood moved to strike out all of said resolution after the words 
'Constitution of this state ;' and on the question being put, it was resolved 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Wood then moved to insert in lieu thereof, the following :'that all 
civil cases coming before justices of the peace shall be confined to tri¬ 
ed in the captain's beat where the defendant resides or were the debt 
was contracted ;' and on the question being put, it was decided in the af¬ 
firmative. 

The question was then put on the adoption of the resolution as amend¬ 
ed and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Casey offered the following resolution : Resolved that the J udicia¬ 
ry committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending 
the law now in force, so as more effectually to prevent selling spiritous 
liquors to the Indians. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to amend said resolution, by adding the words 
'and negroes' after the word 'I ndians ;' and on the question being put it 
was resolved in the affirmative. 

The question was then put on the adoption of said resolution as amend¬ 
ed, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. President laid before the Senate a repot of the Comptroller of pub¬ 
lic accounts, make in obedience to a resolution of the Senate, requiring 
him to lay before ths house, the amount of money paid to Brevet Brig¬ 
adier General Dale, and a transcript of the documents relative thereof; 
which was read, and on motion, referred to the Military committee. 

Mr. M'Vay introduced a resolution to repeal a resolution allowing to 
the Comptroller two hundred and fifty dollars in addition to his present 
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salary, passed at the last session of the General Assembly; which was read 
the first time. Ordered, that said resolution, be made the order of the 
day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Sullivan obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled, 'an act 
for the payment of the commissioners of Seminary lands in the county of 
Perry, in the years 1821 and 1822 which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Resolved, that the J udiciary committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law defining slavery, 
and for the better regulation of slaves and patrols, and report by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr. Crabb introduced a bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the ad¬ 
ministrator and administratrix of Robert Gillaspey, deceased, to sell cer¬ 
tain lands therein named,' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on Monday next. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to authorize Augustus Baudray to emancipate 
a certain slave therein named ;' was read the second time. 

Ordered, That said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day, 
for a third reading on Thursday next. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to authorize the administrator of J ohn Kick- 
son, deceased, to sell and convey certain real estate,' was read the sec¬ 
ond time. 

On motion of Mr. Murphy, ordered, that said bill be committed to 
the J udiciary committee, to examine and report thereon. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to change the name of, and legitimate a cer¬ 
tain person therein named,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed, and made the order of the day 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, ordered, that Mr. Conner be added to 
the committee on Roads, Bridges, and Ferries. 

Mr. Bibb introduced a bill, to be entitled 'an act limiting the powers 
of constables ; which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be make the order of the day, for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, ordered, that Mr. Sullivan be added to the 
committee on the J udiciary. 

On motion of Mr .Wood, ordered, that Mr. Powell be added to the 
committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, ordered, that Mr. Moore be added to the com¬ 
mittee on J udiciary. 

Mr. Sullivan introduced a bill, to be entitled 'an act supplementary to 
an act to provide for assessing and collecting the taxes of this state, pass¬ 
ed, December 17, 1821;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Murphy, ordered, that Mr. Casey be added to the 
committee on the J udiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, ordered, that Mr. Crabb be added to said 
committee. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 
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Tuesday, November, 26. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Metcalf presented the petition of sundry citizens of Pickens and 
Marion counties, praying the establishment of a new county; which wads 
read : and, on motion referred to the committee on County Boundaries. 

Mr. Murphy presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Monroe 
county, praying that the route of a road, laid off by the commissioners ap¬ 
pointed under an act of the last session of the Legislature may be chang¬ 
ed ; which was read, and on motion referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. 

Mr. Hopkins from the J udiciary committee, to whom was referred so 
much of the Governor's message as relates to the establishment of a safe 
prison in each judicial circuit, reported, that it is inexpedient, to enact 
a law, directing the establishment of a jail in each judicial circuit, which 
was concurred in. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
of the senate, requiring the J udiciary committee to inquire into the expe¬ 
diency of forming some general law respecting the emancipation of slaves, 
made the following report: 'Resolved, that it is inexpedient to form any 
general law in relation to the emancipation of slaves ;' which was concur¬ 
red in. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
of the senate, instruction the J udiciary committee, to inquire into the 
expediency of so amending the constitution of this state, as that all civil 
causes coming before J ustices of the Peace, shall be confined to be tried 
in the captain's beat where the defendant resides, or where the debt was 
contracted, made the following report: 'Resolved, that it is inexpedient 
to amend the constitution of this state, that all civil cases coming before 
J ustices of the peace, shall be tried in the captain's beat, where the de¬ 
fendant resides, or where the debt was contracted.' 

Mr. Casey moved that the senate disagree to said report; and on the 
question being put, it was decided in the negative - Yeas 5- Nays 14. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey Conner Devereux M'Vay Metcalf 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Coats M'Camy Powell Sullivan 

Armstrong Crabb Moore Shackleford Wood- 14. 

Bibb Hopkins Murphy Smith 

The question was then put on concurring in said report, and decided 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the military committee to whom was referred the 
report of the Comptroller, in relation to the pay allowed Brevet Briga¬ 
dier General Dale, and the documents relative thereto, made a report; 
which was received; and, On motion, ordered to lie on the table till to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the Judiciary committee, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled 'an act to authorize J ohn Chandler, administrator of N. L. 

Hayden, deceased, to sell certain real estate,' reported the same without 
amendment. Ordered, that said bill be engrossed, and made the order of 
the day, for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins from said committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled 'an act to authorize the administrator of J ohn Dickson, deceased, 
to sell and transfer certain real estate,' reported the same as amended; 
which was concurred in. Ordered, that said bill be engrossed, and 
made the order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 



D 
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Mr. Hopkins from said committee to whom was referred so much of 
the Governor's message, as relates to the county court system, reported 
a bill, to be entitled 'an act to continue in force and amend an act entitled 
an act to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act to regulate the 
proceedings in the courts of Law and Equity in this state, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned ; ' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, Ordered, that twenty copies of said bill be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on Propositions and Grievances, to whom 
was referred the petition of Austin Hood and Arnold Thomason, made 
the following report: " The committee on Propositions and Grievances 
to whom was referred the petition of Austin Hood and Arnold Thomason 
have instructed me to report, that however disposed said committee may 
be, to remunerate for actual disbursements in the discharge of a volunta¬ 
ry duty, so meritorious on the part of the petitioners ; yet, the facts stated 
have not been authenticated by that sort of evidence which said commit¬ 
tee deems necessary in such cases : Therefore, resolved, that it is inex¬ 
pedient to grant the prayer of said petitioners. 

(Signed) J OHN D. Bl BB, Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, ordered, that said report lie on the table. 

Mr. Bibb, from said committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
sundry inhabitants of Blount county, praying the passage of a law incor¬ 
porating Blountsville in said county, reported, that said committee have 
had the same under consideration, and that it is inexpedient at this time 
to grant the prayer of the petitioners ; in which they ask the concurrence 
of the senate. Mr. Conner moved, that the senate disagree to said re¬ 
port; and, on the question being put, it was resolved in the negative. 

The question was then put on concurring in said report, and decided 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. M'Vay, from the select committee, to whom was referred the pe¬ 
tition of John Byler, made a report; which report; which was received : And, 

On motion, ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Moore, from the select committee, to whom was referred the pe¬ 
tition of Rosanna Lambkin and Elijah Hogan, administrator and adminis¬ 
tratrix of William Lambkin, deceased, reported a bill, to be entitled 'an 
act to authorize Rosanna Lambkin, administratrix, and Elijah Hogan, ad¬ 
ministrator, of William Lambkin, deceased, to convey to Isaac J ackson, a 
certain tract of land therein named ; ' which was read read a first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
to repeal in part an act supplementary to an act entitled an act to incor¬ 
porate the city of Mobile ;' which was read the first time. Ordered, that 
said bill be made the order of the day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 'an act to au¬ 
thorize the administrator and administratrix of Davis H. Mahew, deceas¬ 
ed, to sell real estate ;' which was read the first time. Ordered, that 
said bill be made the order of the day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, 'Resolved, that the joint committee appoint¬ 
ed on the part of this house, to divide the state into three Congressional 
districts be discharged from the further consideration of that subject.' 

On motion of Mr. Casey, 'Resolved, that His Excellency the Govern- 
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or, be requested to lay before this house, the returns of the late census, 
taken under a law of this state ; also, the last census taken by order of 
the General Government.' 

On motion of Mr. M'Camy, the following resolution was adopted: 

'Resolved, that a committee be appointed to inquire into the expedien¬ 
cy of altering and revising the Constitution, so as to have the General 
Assembly to meet but once in two years, except necessity require it, leav¬ 
ing it in the power of the Governor, to call them together, when he may 
dee mit expedient, as heretofore; and report by resolution or otherwise; 

Messrs. M'Camy, Murphy and Bibb were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, "Resolved, that the judiciary committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law to prevent 
sheriffs from serving any civil process returnable before a justice of the 
peace, and have leave to report by bill or otherwise." 

On motion of Mr. Moore, 'Resolved, that the judiciary committee be 
instructed, to inquire whether the continuance of the present county 
court system by the Legislature, will give the prevent judges of the coun¬ 
ty courts, under the constitution of this state, a right to retain their offi¬ 
ces as such, without a new election. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, 'Resolved, that the judiciary committee be 
instructed, to inquire into the expediency of allowing to justices courts a 
jury in certain cases.' 

'A resolution to repeal a resolution allowing to the comptroller two 
hundred and fifty dollars, in addition to his present pay,' passed at the last 
session of the General Assembly, was read the second time. 

Ordered, that sad resolution be committed to a committee of the 
whole house, and made the order of the day for Thursday next. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act for the payment of commissioners of sem¬ 
inary lands in the county of Perry, for the year 1821 and 1822,' was read 
the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee on schools and 
colleges and school and college lands, to examine and report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, 'Resolved, that a committee be ap¬ 
pointed to lay off the state into congressional districts : whereupon 
Messrs. Shackleford, Moore and Armstrong, were appointed said com¬ 
mittee. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act supplementary to an act to provide for as¬ 
sessing and collecting the taxes of this state,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be referred to the committee on the judiciary, 
to examine and report thereon. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act limiting the powers of constables,' was 
read the second time. 

Mr. Smith moved, that the further consideration of said bill be indefi¬ 
nitely postponed. 

And on the question being put, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 15 Nays 4. 

The yeas & nays being desire, those wh voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr. President Coats Hopkins Moore Shackleford 

Armstrong Conner M'Camy Murphy Smith 

Casey Crabb Metcalf Powell Sullivan- 15. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Devereux M'Vay Wood- 4. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to change the name of, and 
legitimate a certain person therein named,' was read the third time and 



passed. 
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Ordered, that the title of said bill be 'an act to change the name of, 
and legitimate a certain person therein named.' 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, 'Resolved, that the military committee 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of altering the mode of hold¬ 
ing company courts martial; and whether the law authorized the captains 
of each company to hold courts martial, alone, without the subordinate 
officers of their respective companies associated with them ; and if so, to 
remedy the defect, so as to have a full board of officers, with leave to re¬ 
port by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
respecting jeofails ;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 'an act to al¬ 
ter the most of general elections by the people ;' which was read the first 
time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled ;'an act re¬ 
gulating sheriffs' sales ;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read 
ing on to-morrow. 

On motion the senate adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday, November 27. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The following message was received from the House of Representa¬ 
tives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate: 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
ourable body, that they have read a third time and passed, bills of the 
following titles, to wit: 

An act for the relief of Henry Stokes and others ; and, 

An act, permanently to fix the seat of J ustice for the county of Blount, 
in which they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Shackleford presented the petition of Wm. Chesnut; which was read. 

And on motion, referred to a select committee : Whereupon Messrs. 
Shackleford, Casey and Murphy, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. M'Vay, from the committee of privileges and elections, made a 
report, that the committee have examined the credentials and other evi¬ 
dence of election of the following members, and found them duly elect¬ 
ed, to wit: 

F. W. Armstrong, from the district composed of the counties of Mo¬ 
bile, Baldwin and Washington ; 

John W. Devereux, from Conecuh, Covington, Pike, and Henry ; 

John Murphy, from Monroe ; 

Thomas Casey, from Dallas ; 

Neal Smith, from Wilcox and Clarke ; 

John Coats, from Marengo and Greene ; 

Dunklin Sullivan, from Perry and Autauga ; 

Jack Shackleford, from Bibb and Shelby ; 

David Conner, from St, Clair and Blount; 

J ohn Wood, from J efferson ; 

Levin Powell, from Tuskaloosa and Pickens ; 
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William Metcalf from Marion and Franklin ; 

Arthur F. Hopkins, from Lawrence ; 

Thomas D. Crabb, from Morgan; 

Robert M'Camy, from Jackson and Decatur; 

Nicholas Davis, from Limestone ; 

David Moore, from Madison; 

Hugh M'Vay, from Lauderdale ; and 

John D. Bibb, from Montgomery and Butler; 

Which was concurred in. 

A communication in writing was received from His Excellency, byj. 

J. Pleasants, esq. secretary of State ; which was read, and is as follows: 

Executive Department, Nov. 27, 1822. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, 

In compliance with the resolution of the senate passed on yesterday, 
requesting to be furnished with the returns of the census, as taken under 
a law of the state, and, also, the census taken by order of the General 
Government, I have the honour, herewith to furnish you the documents 
embraced in your resolution. 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

On motion, Ordered, that said communication with the accompanying 
documents, be referred to the committee appointed to lay off the state 
into Congressional Districts 

Mr. M'Vay, from the select committee, to whom was referred the pe¬ 
tition of Samuel D. M'Mahan, reported a bill, to be entitled, 'an act to 
authorize the emancipation of certain slaves therein mentioned ; which 
was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day ; for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Crabb, from the select committee, to whom was referred the pe¬ 
tition of sundry inhabitants of Blount county, reported a bill, to be enti¬ 
tled 'an act to establish a public road, from the house of John Gandie 
in Morgan county to Baltimore in Blount county ; which was read the first 
time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Devereux, from the select committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of Seaborne J. Whatley, made a report; which was received, and 
ordered to lie on the table till to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act for the 
relief of Henry Stokes and others,' and a bill to be entitled 'an act perma¬ 
nently to fix the seat of justice for the county of Blount;' were severally 
read the first time. Ordered, That said bills be made the order of the 
day, for a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Casey obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
exempt preachers of the gospel from the payment of ferriage in certain 
cases ;' which was read the first time. Ordered, That said bill be made 
the order of the day, for a second reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize Rosanna Lambkin and Elijah 
Hogan to convey to Isaac J ackson a certain tract of land therein named ;' 

A bill to be entitled ' an act to repeal in part of an act supplementary to 
an act entitled an act to incorporate the city of Mobile ;' and, 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to authorize the administrator and adminis¬ 
tratrix of Davis H. Mayhew, deceased, to sell real estate ;' were severally 
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read the second time. Ordered, That said bills be engrossed, and made the 
order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act respecting Jeofails,' was read the second 
time. On motion, ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee 
on the J udiciary, to examine and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act respecting sheriff's sales,' was read the 
second time. Ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee on 
the J udiciary, to examine and report thereon. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to alter the mode of voting in genreal elec¬ 
tions by the people,' was read the second time. 

On, motion, Ordered, that said bill lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled 'an act to authorize the administrator 
of John Dickson, deceased, to sell and transfer certain real estate,'was 
read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the words 'engrossed bill 
to be entitled,' be stricken out of the caption of said bill. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled 'an act to authorize J ohn Chandler, ad¬ 
ministrator of N. L. Hayden, deceased, to sell real estate, was read the 
third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title of the said bill be 'an act to authorize J ohn 
Chandler, administrator of N. L. Hayden, deceased, and Edward Con¬ 
way, administrator of Joseph Withers, deceased, to sell real estate.' 

Ordered, That the secretary notify the House of Representatives of the 
passage of said bills, and desire their concurrence. 

The report of the military committee to whom was referred the report 
of the Comptroller, made in obedience to a call of the Senate, upon the 
subject of the pay allowed Brevet Brigadier General Dale, was taken up 
and concurred in. 

The resolution reported by said committee, was then read the second 
time; and Ordered, to be engrossed, and made the order of the day for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled ' an act 
to prevent immoral and disorderly conduct at places of religious worship ; 
which was read the first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Hallett, mem¬ 
ber thereof: Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, I am instruct¬ 
ed by the House of Representatives to inform your honourable body, that 
they have adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That both branches of the General Assembly convene in the 
Hall of the House of Representatives, at three o'clock this afternoon, for 
the purpose of electing a Solicitor for the first judicial circuit of this state; 
and that this resolution be communicated to the Senate for their concur¬ 
rence. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Resolved that the Comptroller of pub¬ 
lic accounts cause to be laid before this House, a consolidated return of the 
objects of taxation in this state for the year past, with a return of the 
amount derived from each object in each county. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, Resolved, that the military committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of furnishing all the commissioned 
officers of the militia of this state with the militia and patrol laws. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, ordered, that Messrs. Shackleford and Powell 
be added to the committee on propositions and grievances. 
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Mr. Casey obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act re¬ 
lative to election precincts which was read the first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore moved that the Senate concur in the resolution of the House 
of Representatives, proposing to go into the election of a solicitor for the 
first judiciary circuit this afternoon, at three o'clock. 

And on the question being put, it was resolved in the affirmative. 
Ordered, That the secretary inform the House of Representatives 
thereof. On motion of Mr. Smith, ordered, that Mr. Bibb be added to 
the committee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Three o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, Resolved, that the judiciary committee be in¬ 
structed to inquire into the expediency of requiring sheriffs and constables 
to make all returns within the jurisdiction of justices of the peace, in civil 
cases, to some justice residing within the limits of the beat where the 
debt was contracted, or where the defendant may reside. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following resolution : Resolved, that the judicia¬ 
ry committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering or 
amending the constitution, that a senatorial term be two years and no 
longer. Mr. Powell moved to strike out the words 'two years,' in said 
resolution, and insert in lieu thereof, the words 'one year;' and on the ques¬ 
tion being put, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The question was hen put on the adoption of said resolution as amend¬ 
ed, and decided in the negative. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Messrs. Morton and 
Winston : Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, I am instructed 
by the House of Representatives to inform your honorable body, that 
they have adopted the following resolution: 

Resolved that the Senate be informed, that the House of Representa¬ 
tives are now ready to go into the election of a solicitor of the first judi¬ 
cial circuit; and that they be invited to the Representative hall, for that 
purpose. 

Whereupon the members of the Senate repaired to the Representa¬ 
tive chamber; and after having taken their seats, the President arose and 
declared the object of the meeting, and both houses proceeded to the 
election of a solicitor of the first judicial circuit; Thomas Murray and 
Ptolemy T. Harris in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Murray, are, 

Mr. President Shackleford Durrett Jackson Riviere 

Bibb Mr. Speaker Edmondson Kennedy Skinner 
Casey Adair Fearn Mead Shortridge 

Crabb Abercrombie Gayle Merriwether Sanders 

Devereux Adams Harris of B.Montgomery Terrell 

Hopkins Browne Hunter of C. Morton Wallace 

M'Vay Barclay Hubbard Martin Winston 

Metcalf Clay, Hallett M'Clung Weissinger 

Murphy Dulaney Jones Pope Young-45. 

Those who voted for Mr. Harris, are, 

Mr. Coats Wood Ford Harvey Taylor 

Conner Bailey Harris of W. Leake Thompson 

Moore Coleman Hunter of T. Norwood Williams-27 



Powell Davis Hunt Oliver 
Smith Fitz Hardwicke Rutherford 

Sullivan Farrar Hill Rather 
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Mr. Murray having a majority, Mr. Speaker declared him duly elec¬ 
ted Solicitor of the first J udicial circuit. The election having been gone 
through, the senate withdrew and retired to their own chamber, and Mr. 
President resumed the chair. 

On motion the senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Thursday, Nov. 28, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Casey presented the petition of A. Pierce, praying the benefit of a 
law for the relief of purchasers of lots in the town of Cahawba ; which was 
read: and, on motion, referred to the committee on Propositions and 
Grievances. 

Mr. Moore presented the petition of Mary White of Madison county, 
praying the passage of a law authorizing her to transfer to Samuel Big- 
ham a certain tract of land ; which was read ; and, on motion referred to 
a select committee : Whereupon, Messrs. Moore, Wood, and Crabb were 
appointed said committee. 

Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, their clerk. 
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your honor¬ 
able body, that they have read a third time and passed bills of the follow¬ 
ing titles, to wit: 'An act to authorize Gilbert D. Taylor to emancipate 
certain salves therein named;' and 'an act to manumit a negro woman 
slave, Margaret, & her children :' in which they desire your concurrence. 

A bill from the house of representatives, to be entitled 'an act to au¬ 
thorize Gilbert D. Taylor to emancipate certain salves therein named ;' & 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to manumit a negro woman slave, Margaret, 
and her children ;' were severally read the first time. Ordered, that said 
bills be made the order of the day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Sullivan presented the petition of Mary Jones, administratrix of 
Thomas A. J ones, deceased, praying the passage of a law authorizing her 
to sell certain real estate ; which was read, and on motion referred to the 
committee on the J udiciary. 

Mr. President laid before the senate a communication in writing, from 
the Secretary of State ; which was read, and is as follows : 

Secretary of State's Office, November the 27th, 1822. 

To the President of the Senate, 

SI R- In obedience to resolution of the senate of the 25th instant, re¬ 
quiring the Secretary of State 'to furnish the senate with a report, em¬ 
bracing a statement of all transactions under an act of last session, enti¬ 
tled 'an act for the relief of purchasers at the first sale of lots in the town 
of Cahawba,' I have the honor to submit, herewith, a report which con¬ 
tains all the information required by said resolution, in the possession of 
this office. I have the honor to be, sir, your ob't serv't, J. J. PLEASANTS. 

On motion, ordered that said report together with the accompanying 
documents lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. M'Vay, the following resolution was adopted : Resol¬ 
ved, that the J udiciary committee be instructed to inquire into the expe¬ 
diency of amending or altering the Constitution, so that a shorter time 
than the time allowed by the Constitution, at present, of citizenship, to 
authorize and qualify votes for members of the General Assembly, &c., 

On motion of Mr. Conner, Resolved, that the committee on Propositions 
and Grievances be instructed to inquire into the expediency of retrench¬ 
ment in the compensation allowed the officers of this state, and the mem¬ 
bers of the General Assembly. 
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Mr. Hopkins obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
to authorize fathers to devise the custody and tuition of their infant chil¬ 
dren ; which was read the first time. Ordered, that said bill be made 
the order of the day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, Resolved, that a committee be appointed to 
examine into the situation of the state Arsenal, & the public arms therein. 

Messrs. Sullivan, Shackleford and Devereux were appointed said com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Sullivan obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 'an act 
giving execution for costs in the supreme court; which was read the first 
time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, the bill, to be entitled 'an act to alter the 
mode of voting in general elections by the people,' was taken up, and 
read. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, that said bill be committed to a 
committee of the whole house, and made the order of the day for to-mor¬ 
row. 

The senate then proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act for 
the relief of Henry Stokes and others,' was read the second time. 

On motion, ordered, that said bill be referred to a select committee to 
examine and report thereon. 

Messrs. Moore, M'Vay and M'Camy, were appointed said committee. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled an 'act per¬ 
manently to fix the seat of J ustice for the county of Blount' was read the 
second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a third read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the emancipation of certain 
slaves therein mentioned,' was read the second time. 

On motion, ordered, that said bill be committed to a committee of the 
of the whole house and made the order of the day of for Saturday next. 

A bill, to be entitled ;'an act to establish a road from the house of John 
Gandie in Morgan county, to Baltimore in Blount county,' was read the 
second time. 

On motion, ordered, that said bill be committed to a committee of the 
whole house and made the order of the day for Saturday next. 

A bill, to be entitled an act to exempt preachers of the Gospel from the 
payment of ferriage in certain cases,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be referred to the committee on the judiciary, to 
examine and report thereon. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to prevent immoral and disorderly con¬ 
duct at places of religious worship,' was read the second time. 

Ordered that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act relative to election precincts,' was read 
the second time. On motion, ordered that said bill lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize Augustus Bau- 
dry to emancipate a certain slave therein named,' was read the 3d time. 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to said bill be way of r- 
der, 'Provided however, that the said salve Gadstith shall remove be- 
E 
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yond the limits of this state within twelve months after his emancipation 
and shall not return to reside therein,' which amendment was read three 
several times and adopted. The question was then put, 'shall this bill 
pass as amended?" and decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the title of said bill be changed from that of "a bill" 
that of "an act &c." and that the same be sent to the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed resolution, regulation the pay of Brevet Brigadier Gene¬ 
ral Dale, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the 
House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled ; 'an act to authorize Rosanna Lamb¬ 
kin and Elijah Hogan to convey to Isaac J ackson a certain tract of land 
therein mentioned,' was read the third time. On motion of Mr. Shackle¬ 
ford, ordered that said bill lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the administrator 
and administratrix of Davis H. Mayhew, deceased, to sell real estate 
was read the third time. On motion of Mr. Armstrong, Ordered, that 
said bill lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act, supplementary to an act to 
incorporate the city of Mobile passed the 17th day of December 1819.' 
was read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title of said bill be 
as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives 
for their concurrence. 

The report of the committee appointed on the petition of Seaburn J. 
Whatley was taken up, and the resolution reported by said committee 
was read the second time, On motion, ordered, that said resolution be 
referred to a committee of the whole house and made the order of the 
day for Tuesday next. 

The resolution reported by the committee, to whom was referred the pe¬ 
tition of J ohn Byler, extending to him and his associates time to open and 
finish a road therein named, was taken up and read the second time. 

Mr. Hopkins moved ot amend said resolution, by the adoption of a 
Proviso to the same. 

And on the question being put on the adoption of said amendment 
was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion, ordered, that said resolution be engrossed, and made the 
order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

On motion, the bill, to be entitled 'an act to continue in force and a- 
mend an act to repeal in part and amend an act, entitled an act to regu¬ 
late the proceedings in the courts of Law and Equity in this state, and for 
other purposes therein mentioned,' was taken up & read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, ordered, that said bill be committed to a 
committee of the whole house, and made the order of the day for Mon- 
nay next. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, the minutes and ordinances of the Trustees 
of the University, which accompanied the Governor's message, was 
read and referred to the committee on schools and colleges and school and 
college lands. 

On motion of Mr. Murphy, ordered, that the documents relative to 
the resolution, regulating the pay of Brevet Brigadier General Dale, be 
forwarded to the House of Representatives with the said resolution. 
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On motion of Mr. Coats, ordered, that Mr. Murphy be added to the 
committee appointed to lay off the state into Congressional Districts. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Friday, November 29, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Crabb presented the petition of Matthew Herberson, administra¬ 
tor of Samuel Herberson, deceased, praying the passage of a law autho¬ 
rizing him to sell certain real estate ; which was read, and referred to a 
select committee, Messrs. Crabb, Hopkins, and M'Vay, were appointed 
said committee. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred a re¬ 
solution of the senate instructing said committee to inquire into the expe¬ 
diency of passing a law more effectually to prevent the selling of spirit- 
ous liquors to indians and negroes, reported a bill, to be entitled 'an 
act to amend an act entitled an an act, passed 4th March, 1803, revised 
and amended February 10th, 1807 ;' which was read the firs time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for 
a second reading on to-morrow. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Davis, a member 
thereof. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your honor¬ 
able body, that they have read a third time and passed bills of the follow¬ 
ing titles, to wit: 

'An act authorizing the administrator of William Nelson, deceased, to 
sell certain real estate therein named ;' 

'An act to incorporate the trustees of Athens Female Academy in 
Limestone county ;' 

"An act to authorize the administrator and Administratrix of J ohn 
Ellis, deceased, to sell and convey certain real estate ;' 

'An act to authorize the Governor of this state, to remit all or a part 
of any forfeiture which has or may accrue to this state ;' 

'An act to incorporate the town of Ashville in the county of St. Clair;' 

'An act to mark out and establish a road, leading from the city of Mo¬ 
bile in the county of Mobile to Edwin Lewis's turnpike road in said county;' 
and 'An act divorcing Robert Bransford from his wife J ane Bransford ;' 

I n all of which, they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Hopkins from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled 'an act respecting jeofails, made the following report: 

Resolved, that it is inexpedient to ass the bill to be entitled 'an act 
respecting jeofails.' 

On motion of Mr. Powell, ordered, that said report lie on the table. 

Mr. Hopkins from same committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled 'an act supplementary to an act to provide for assessing the tax¬ 
es of this state,' passed Dec 17th, 1821, reported the following resolu¬ 
tion: 

Resolved, that it is inexpedient to pass the bill, to be entitled 'an act 
supplementary to an act to provide for assessing and collecting the taxes 
of this state,' passed Dec. 17th, 1821.' On motion, ordered that said re¬ 
port lie on the table. 

A bill from the house of representatives, to be entitled 'an act to incor¬ 
porate the town of Ashville in the county of St. Clair;' 

'An act to authorize the Governor of this state to remit all or any part 
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of any fine or forfeiture, which has or may hereafter accrue to this state ; 

'An act to authorize the administrator and administratrix of J ohn Ellis, 
deceased, to sell and convey certain real estate 

'An act to incorporate the Trustees of Athens Female Academy in 
Limestone county 

'An act to authorize the administrators of William Nelson, deceased, 
to sel certain real estate therein named;' 

'An act to mark out and establish road, leading from the city of Mobile, 
in the county of Mobile, to Edwin Lewis' turnpike road in said county;' & 

'An act divorcing Robert Bransford from his wife J ane Bransford ;' 
were severally read the first time. On motion , Ordered, that said bills be 
made the order of the day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, Ordered, that Mr. Hopkins be added to the 
committee appointed to lay the state off into Congressional districts. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Ordered, that Mr. Wood, be added to 
said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, that a special committee, be appointing by the senate, to ex¬ 
amine into the expediency of so amending the act to provide for the pub¬ 
lic printing, and for other purposes, now in force, as will authorize the 
laws and journals of this state to be printed at any place within the same, 
where it can be done upon the best and cheapest terms. Messrs. Arm¬ 
strong, Crabb and Murphy were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, ordered, that Mr. Casey, be added to the 
committee appointed to lay off the state into congressional districts. 

Mr. Sullivan from the select committee, to whom was referred the pe¬ 
tition of John Boyce reported a bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief 
of J ohn Boyce ;' which was read the first time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for 
a second reading on to-morrow. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, by Mr. 
Morton, informing the Senate, that they had read a third time and pass¬ 
ed a bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief of David White ;' in which 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

A bill from the House of Representatives to be entitled 'an act for 
the relief of David White,' was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, the rule which requires all bills to be read 
on three several days was dispensed with ; and said bill was read the se¬ 
cond time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a third read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore from the select committee, to whom was referred the bill 
to be entitled 'an act for the relief of Henry Stokes and others,' report¬ 
ed the same with an amendment; which was concurred in. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day, for a third read¬ 
ing on Monday next. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to au¬ 
thorize Gilbert D. Taylor to emancipate certain slaves therein named 
was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a third read¬ 
ing on Monday next. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to 
manumit a negro woman slave, Margaret, and her children,' was read the 
second time. 
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On motion of Mr. Murphy, ordered, that said bill be committed to a 
select committee to examine and report thereon : Messrs. Murphy, Hop¬ 
kins and Wood were appointed said committee. 

On motion of Mr. wood, the senate, according to order, resolved it¬ 
self into a committee of the whole, on the bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
alter the mode of voting in general elections by the people,' Mr. Arm¬ 
strong in the chair; and after sometime spent in the consideration thereof, 
the committee rose, and Mr. Armstrong reported, that the committee of 
the whole, had according to order, had said bill under consideration, and 
had directed him to report the same with sundry amendments. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till 4 o'clock, P.M. 

4 o'clock. P. M. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bibb moved, that the Senate concur in the report of the commit¬ 
tee of the whole on the bill, to be entitled, 'an act to alter the mode of vo¬ 
ting in general elections by the people.' 

Mr. Casey moved to amend said bill, by inserting after the words 'ex¬ 
cept for militia officers, justices of the peace, and constables,' in the first 
section of said bill, the words 'members of the General Assembly and all 
other officers.' 

And the question being put, it was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 7 Nays 11. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Coats Conner Murphy Sullivan- 7. 

Casey Devereux Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Vay Shackleford 

Armstrong Hopkins Metcalf Wood- 11. 

Bibb M'Camy Moore 

Mr. Casey moved to divide the question on concurring in the amend¬ 
ments made by the committee of the whole to said bill. 

And on the question being put, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Casey moved to strike out the words 'two years,' in the fourth sec¬ 
tion of said bill, where it reads thus 'And be it further enacted, that said 
act shall continue in force for two years, from and after the passage there¬ 
of,' and insert in lieu thereof, the words 'one year.' 

And on the question being put, it was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 7 Nays 11. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey Conner Murphy Sullivan — 7 

Coats Devereux Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Vay Shackleford 

Armstrong Hopkins Metcalf Wood— 11 

Bibb M'Camy Moore 

The question was then put, will the Senate concur in the amendments 
made by the committee of the whole to said bill? and decided in the affir¬ 
mative. 

Mr. Coats moved to amend said bill by adding thereto an additional 
section: 

And be it further enacted, that this act shall commence and be in force 
from and after the first day of J anuary, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
four.' 

And on the question being put on the adoption of said amendment, it 



was decided in the negative. 
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On motion, Ordered, that said resolution, be made the order of the 
day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The further orders of the day were postponed till to-morrow. 

The following communication in writing was received from His excel¬ 
lency, by J. J. Pleasants, esq. secretary of State. 

Executive Department, Nov. 29, 1822 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives: 

I have received the resignation of Thomas Murray, esq. as judge f the 
county court of Mobile county ; leaving a vacancy to be filled by the gen¬ 
eral assembly. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient, 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

On motion, ordered, that said communication lie on the table. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Saturday, November 30. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, their clerk. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate: 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
ourable body, that they have read a third time and passed, a bill of the 
following title, to wit: 'an act concerning Millers ;' in which they desire 
your concurrence. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled ' an act con¬ 
cerning Miller,' was read the first time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a 
second reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on raods, bridges and ferries, to whom 
was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Monroe county, reported 
a bill, to be entitled 'an act to amend an act passed December 17th, 

1821;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on Monday next. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee to whom was referred a 
resolution of the senate, instructing them to inquire whether the contin¬ 
uance of the present county court system, by an act of the General As¬ 
sembly, will give the present judges of the county courts, a right to re¬ 
tain their offices without a new election, made the following report: 

The judiciary committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
instructing them to inquire whether the continuance of the pre¬ 
sent county court system by an act of the present general assembly will 
give the present judges of the county courts, a right to retain 
their offices without a new election, have, according to order, had 
the same under consideration, and beg leave to report, that if the present 
county court system be continued by an act, the operation of which will 
commence at or before the time limited for the expiration of said system, 
the present judges of the county courts will, in the opinion of the said 
committee, be entitled to their offices without a new election ; but the 
postponement of the operation of an act intended to revive the present 
county court system to a day posterior to that appointed for the expiration 
of said system, would create the necessity of an election by the General 
Assembly of judges of the county courts: 

Which was concurred in. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee to whom was referred a resolution 
of the senate instructing them to inquire into the expediency of prevent- 
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ing sheriffs from executing civil process returnable before a justice of the 
peace, reported the following resolution: 

'Resolved, that it is inexpedient to enact a law preventing sheriffs from 
executing civil process returnable before a justice of the peace;'which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
instructing them to inquire into the expediency of passing a law allowing 
to justices courts a jury in civil cases, reported the following resolution:' 

Resolved, that it is inexpedient to allow justices courts a jury in civil 
cases.' 

Mr. Casey moved, that the senate disagree to said report. 

And on the question being put, it was decided in the affirmative- 
Yeas 11 Nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, 
are, 

Mr. Casey Devereux Moore Sullivan 

Coats M'Vay Powell Wood- 11. 

Conner Metcalf Smith 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Mr. President Bibb Hopkins Murphy 

Armstrong Crabb M'Camy Shackleford- 8. 

Mr. Murphy moved, that the judiciary committee be instructed to 
prepare and report a bill being put, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

And on the question being put, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Hopkins from the judiciary committee to whom was referred a re¬ 
solution instructing them inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
constitution of this state, that a shorter residence will qualify persons to 
vote for members of the General Assembly, reported the following res¬ 
olution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to amend the Constitution tht a 
shorter resident in this state, and the counties thereof will qualify per¬ 
sons to vote for members of the General Assembly : which was concur¬ 
red in. 

Mr. Hopkins from said committee, to whom was referred a resolution 
instructing them to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for 
filling vacancies in offices produced by failures to hold elections, report¬ 
ed the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is unnecessary to enact a law providing for filling 
vacancies in offices produced by failures to hold elections ; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Hopkins from said committee, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled 'an act to regulate sheriffs sales,' reported the same with amend¬ 
ments; which were concurred in. On motion, ordered, that said bill be 
engrossed, and made the order of the day for a third reading on Monday 
next. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled ' an act to exempt preachers of the gospel from the payment of 
ferriage in certain cases,' reported the same with amendments ; which 
were concurred in. On motion, ordered, that said bill be committed to a 
committee of the whole house, and made the order of the day for Mon¬ 
day next. 

Mr. Hopkins from said committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of Mary J ones, administratrix of Thomas A. J ones, deceased, reported 
a bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize Mary Jones, administratrix of 
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Thomas A. Jones, deceased, to sell and convey certain real estate ; which 
was read the first time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a 
second reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Conner obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled ' an act 
repealing an act making an appropriation to Colonel Samuel Dale which 
was read the first time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a 
second reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Sullivan obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
for the payment of J urors in the circuit court;' which was read the first 
time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a 
second reading on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, the bill to be entitled ;'an act to authorize 
Rosanna Lambkin and Elijah Hogan to convey to Isaac J ackson a a cer¬ 
tain tract of land, was taken up, and on the question being put, shall this 
bill pass? it was decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the title of said bill be changed from that of 'a bill to that 
of 'an act to authorize Rosanna Lambkin and Elijah Hogan to convey to 
I saac J ackson a certain trat of land'-— and that the same be sent to the 
House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their 

clerk. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate: 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hono- 
orable body, that they have read the third time and passed. 

'An act to change the name of, and legitimate a certain persons therein 
in named;' which originated in your honorable body. 

They have also, read a third time and passed, a bill entitled ' an act 
the better to secure debts upon writs of Error;' which originated in the 
House of Representatives, and in which they desire your concurrence. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to authorize Fathers to devise the custo¬ 
dy and tuition of their infant children, was read the second time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be referred to the judiciary commi- 
tee , to examine and report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, the bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize 
the administrator and Administratrix of Davis H. Mayhew, deceased to 
sell real estate was taken up ; and on the question, shall this bill pass? it 
was decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the title of said bill be 'an act to authorize the admini¬ 
strator and administratrix of Davis H. Mayhew, deceased, to sell real- 
estate ;' and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for 
their concurrence. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act for the 
relief of David White,' was read a third time ; and on the question being 
put on the passage of said bill, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 11 Nays 8. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Armstrong Crabb Murphy Smith 

Bibb Deveraux Powell Sullivan-11. 

Casey Hopkins Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Coats M'Vay Moore 



Conner 


M'Camy Metcalf Wood- 8. 
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A bill, to be entitled 'an act giving execution for costs in the Supreme 
Court,' was read the second time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be referred to the judiciary com¬ 
mittee, to examine and report thereon. 

A bill to be entitled ' an act to amend an act, passed 4th March 1803, 
revised and corrected February 10th, 1807 ;' 

A bill, to be entitled ' an act to incorporate the town of Ashville in 
the county of St. Clair;' 

A bill, to be entitled ' an act to authorize the Governor of this state to 
remit all or part of any forfeiture, which has or may accrue to this state ;' 
and 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the administrator and admin¬ 
istratrix of John Ellis, deceased, to sell and convey certain real estate ;' 
were severally read the second time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bills be committed to a committee of 
the whole house, and made the order of the day for Monday next. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to incorporate the Trustees of Athens 
Female Academy in Limestone county ;'and 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to mark out and establish a road leading 
from the city of Mobile in the county of Mobile to Edwin Lewis' turn¬ 
pike road in said county ;' were severally read the second time. 

On motion, ordered, that said bills be made the order of the day for a 
third reading on Monday next. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the administrator and admini¬ 
stratrix of William Nelson, deceased, to sell certain real estate therein 
named;' and, 

A bill, to be entitled 'ana ct to divorce Robert Bransford from his wife, 

J ane Bransford ;' were severally read the second time. 

On motion, ordered, that said bills be committed to a committee 
of the whole house, and made the order of the day for Monday next. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief of J ohn Boyce,' was read 
the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, ordered that said bill be referred to the 
committee on propositions and grievances, to examine and report thereon. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act the 
better to secure debts upon writs of error,' was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on Monday next. 

The Senate according to order, resolved itself into a committee of 
whole, on the bill to be entitled 'an act to authorize the emancipation of 
certain slaves therein named,' Mr. Casey in the chair; and, after some 
time spent therein, the committee rose and Mr. Casey reported said bill 
with sundry amendments ; which were concurred in. Ordered, that said 
bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for a third reading on 
Monday next. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Mr. 
Mead, a member thereof, informing the Senate, that they had read a 
third time and passed a bill, to be entitled 'an act to organize the coun¬ 
ties of Pike and Covington. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Three o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to or¬ 
ganize the counties of Pike and Covington,' was read the first time. 



F 
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On motion, ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a 
second reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported, that said 
committee had examined 'an act for the relief of David White,' and 
found the same duly enrolled ; which was accordingly signed by Mr. 

President. 

Mr. Moore, from the select committee, to whom was referred the pe¬ 
tition of Mary White, reported a bill, to be entitled 'an act in relation to 
the estate of J ames White, deceased ;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a second 
reading on Monday next. 

On motion, ordered that the bill to be entitled 'an act to establish a 
road from the house of Jon Gandie in Morgan county, to Baltimore in 
Blount county,' be laid on the table. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act per¬ 
manently to fix the seat of justice in the county of Blount; was read the 
third time and passed. 

'Resolution extending time to John Bylera and his associates, to open and 
finish a road therein named' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title of said resolution be as aforesaid, and that the 
same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled ' an act to prevent immoral and disor¬ 
derly conduct at places of religious worship,' was read the third time 
and passed. 

Ordered, That the title of said bill be changed from a 'A bill,' to that 
of 'an act to prevent immoral and disorderly conduct at places of reli¬ 
gious worship ;' and that the same be sent to the House of Representa¬ 
tives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled ' an act to alter the mode of voting in 
general elections by the people,' was read the third time. Mr. Casey 
moved to fill the blank in the first section of said bill, where it reads thus : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of 
Alabama in General Assembly convened, That from and after the 
day of next, in all elections by the people, except for militia 

officers, justices of the peace and constables, which shall be conducted 
as heretofore, the votes shall be given viva voce, and not by ballot, with 
the words 'first' day of 'September' next. And on the question being 
put, it was decided in the negative. Yeas 8- Nays 11. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. Casey Conner Murphy Smith 

Coats Devereux Powell Sullivan- 8. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Metcalf Shackleford 

Armstrong Hopkins M'Vay Moore Wood- 11 

Bibb 

Mr. Bibb moved to fill the said blank with the words, "first day of J a- 
nuary next.” 

and on the question being put, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following amendment to said bill by way of ri¬ 
der : 'Provided, that the counties of Perry and Autauga shall be exempt 
from the provisions of this act, and elections of sad counties conducted 
therein as heretofore.' 

Mr. Casey moved to amend said amendment by inserting after the 
words 'Perry and Autauga,' the counties of 'Dallas, Monroe, Clarke, 



Wilcox, Marengo, Greene, Conecuh, Covington, Henry, and Pike.' 
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And on the question being put on the adoption of said amendment, it 
'was decided in the negative. Yeas 8- Nays 11. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Coats Conner Murphy Smith 

Casey Devereux Shackleford Sullivan- 8. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Vay Powell 

Armstrong Hopkins Metcalf Wood- 11 
Bibb M'Camy Moore 

The question was then put on the adoption of the amendment offered 
by Mr. Sullivan, and decided in the negative. Yeas 8- Nays 11. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Coats Conner Murphy Smith 

Casey Devereux Shackleford Sullivan- 8. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Vay Powell 

Armstrong Hopkins Metcalf Wood- 11. 

Bibb M'Camy Moore 

And on the question, shall be the bill to be entitled 'an act to alter the 
mode of voting in general elections by the people' pass? it was decided 
in the affirmative. Yeas 11 Nays 8. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Crabb M'Vay Shackleford 

Armstrong Hopkins Metcalf Wood- 11. 

Bibb M'Camy Moore 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Conner Murphy Smith 

Coats Devereux Powell Sullivan- 8. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be 'an act to alter the mode of voting 
in general elections by the people ;' and that the same be sent to the 
House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until Monday morning 10 o'clock. 

Monday, December 2. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Armstrong presented the memorial of sundry inhabitants of Mobile., 
praying the Legislature to memorialize Congress upon the subject of the 
fortifications of Mobile Point; which was read ; and on motion referred to 
a special committee ; whereupon Messrs. Armstrong, Murphy and Hop¬ 
kins, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of sundry citizens of Mobile, 
praying the passage of a law authorising the appointment of a Weigher of 
Cotton ; which was read, and on motion referred to the Committee on 
Propositions and Grievances. 

Mr. Armstrong, also, presented the petition of Nicholas Pope, praying 
the passage of a law authorizing him to emancipate a certain salve ; which 
was read ; 

And on motion, referred to a special committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Armstrong, Shackleford and Wood. 

Mr. Crabb, from the special committee, to whom, was referred the 
petition of Matthew Herberson, administrator of Samuel Herberson, de¬ 
ceased reported a bill to be entitled "an act to authorize the administrator 
of Samuel Herberson, deceased, to sell a certain tract of land therein de¬ 
signated : which was read the first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read- 



ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. McCamy obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
to give J ackson county an additional election precinctwhich was read 
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the first time. Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day or a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
concerning inquiry of damages,' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on tomorrow. 

Mr. Hopkins obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 'an act 
concerning intestates estates, and also a bill, to be entitled 'an act to au¬ 
thorize the granting of letters testamentary without security in certain 
cases therein named ;' which were severally read the first time. On mo¬ 
tion, ordered, that said bills be made the order of the day for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

The Senate then proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the administrator and admini¬ 
stratrix of Robert Gillaspey, deceased, to sell certain lands therein nam¬ 
ed,'was read the second time. On motion, ordered, that said bill be re¬ 
ferred to the judiciary committee to examine and report thereon. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act concer¬ 
ning millers,' was read the second time. Ordered, That said bill be made 
the order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to amend an act, passed Dec. 17th, 1821,' 
and a bill to be entitled 'an act to authorize Mary Jones administra¬ 
trix of Thomas A. Jones, deceased, to sell and convey certain real estate,' 
were severally read the second time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bills be engrossed, and made the order of 
the day, for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act repealing an act making an appropriation 
to Colonel Samuel Dale,' was read the second time. On motion of Mr. 

Bibb, ordered, that said bill lie on the table. 

A bill to be entitled ' an act for the payment of jurors in the circuit 
courts of this state,' was read the second time. On motion, ordered, that 
said bill be committed to the committee on the judiciary to examine and 
report thereon. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled ' an act the 
better to secure debts on writs of error.' was read the second time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to or¬ 
ganize the counties of Covington and Pike,' was read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Devereux, the Senate resolved itself into a com¬ 
mittee of the whole on said bill — Mr. Casey in the chair; and after some 
time spent therein, the committee rose, and Mr. Casey reported said bill 
with sundry amendments, which were concurred in. 

On motion, Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day, for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act in relation to the estate of James White, de¬ 
ceased,' was read the second time. Ordered, that said bill be engrossed 
and made the order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to au¬ 
thorize Gilbert D. Taylor to emancipate certain slaves therein named,' 
was read the third time and passed. Ordered, That the secretary inform 
the House of Representatives thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives to be entitled 'an act for the 
relief of Henry Stokes and others;' was read the third time and passed. 
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Ordered, that the Secretary notify the House Representatives therei- 
of, and desire their concurrence in the amendments made thereto. 

A bill from the House of Representatives to be entitled 'an act to in¬ 
corporate the trustees of Athens Female Academy, in Limestone county;' 

And a bill to be entitled 'an act to mark out and establish a road leading 
from the city of Mobile in the county of Mobile, to Edwin Lewis Turnpike 
road in said county,' were severally read the third time and passed. Or¬ 
dered, that the secretary inform the House of Representatives thereof. 

An engrossed bill to e entitled 'an act to authorize the emancipation 
of certain slaves therein mentioned,' was read the third time. 

Mr. M'Vay moved to fill the blank in the last section of said bill with 
the words 'twenty-one,' and on the question being put, it was resolved in 
the affirmative. The question was then put, shall this bill pass? and de¬ 
cided in the affirmative. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be 'an act to authorize the emanci¬ 
pation of certain slaves therein mentioned,' and that the same the sent to 
House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

The Senate, according to the order of the day, resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole on the 'resolution to repeal a resolution allowing 
to the comptroller of public accounts two hundred and fifty dollars in ad¬ 
dition to his present salary, passed at the last session of the General As¬ 
sembly Mr. Bibb in the chair; and, after some time spent therein, the 
committee rose, and Mr. Bibb reported said resolution without amend¬ 
ment; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Shackleford offered the following amendment to said resolution: 

'And be it further resolved, That this resolution shall not be so constru¬ 
ed as to repeal the appropriation allowed for the year past, but to operate 
for the future,' which was adopted. 

On motion, Ordered, That said resolution be engrossed and made the 
order of the day, for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The Senate according to order, resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, on the bill, to be entitled 'an act to continue in force and amend 
an act entitled an ct to repeal in part and amend an act entitled and at 
to regulate the proceedings in the courts of Law and Equity in this state, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned ;' Mr Bibb in the chair, and af¬ 
ter some time spent therein, the committee rose, and Mr .Bibb reported 
the same with sundry amendments, which were concurred in. 

A Message from the House Representatives by Mr. Davis, a member 
thereof: Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, I am instructed 
by the House of Representatives to inform your honorable body, that they 
have read a third time and passed, 'an act to repeal in part and amend 
an act supplementary to an act entitled an act to incorporate the city of 
Mobile, passed 17th December 1819,' and, 'an act authorizing Augustus 
Baudry to emancipate a certain slave therein named;" which originated in 
your honorable body. 

Mr. President laid before the senate a communication from the Gov¬ 
ernor, which was read and is as follows. 

Executive Department, December 2d, 1822. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives, 

I have this day received the resignation of the Hon. J ohn W. Walker, 
a senator from this state, in the congress of the United States. And I 
have to add with much concern and regret, that extreme ill-health had 
been the cause of denying to the State a longer continuance of his ser¬ 
vices in that important station. 
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I take this early occasion to communicate this information, to allow you 
that full tie for deliberation in the selection of a successors, which is re¬ 
quired by the importance of the grade of service, and by its length of 
continuance. The period of vacancy left by this resignation will expire 
on the third day of March 1825. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient, 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

On motion, Ordered, that said communication lie on the table. 

On motion the senate adjourned till 3 o'clock. 

Evening- 3 o'clock. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill, to be entitled 'ana t 
to continue in force and amend an act entitled an act to repeal in part 
and amend an act entitled an act to regulate the proceedings in the courts 
of law and equity in this state, and for other purposes therein mentioned. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following amendment to said bill. 

'And be it further enacted, that the justice fo the peace in each coun¬ 
ty in this state, be and they are hereby appointed commissioners of the 
roads and revenue, and they are hereby authorized and required to per¬ 
form all the duties required of commissioners of roads and revenue in 
like manner as is required by the twenty-eight and twenty-ninth sections 
of an act, entitled 'an act to repeal in part, and amend an at to regu¬ 
late the proceedings in the courts of law and equity in this state. 

'And be it further enacted, that so much of the twenty-eight section of 
the act last recited in this at, be, and the same is hereby repealed : Pro¬ 
vided however, that not less than six justices of he peace with the judge 
of the county court shall form a quorum to do business,' and on the ques¬ 
tion being put on the adoption of said amendment, it was decided in the 
negative. 

Yeas 5 Nays 14 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, 
are, 

Mr. Deveraux M'Vay Moore Smith Wood- 5. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Casey Crab Metcalf Shackleford 

Armstrong Coats Hopkins Murphy Sullivan- 14. 

Bibb Conner M'Camy Powell 

On motion of Mr. Bibb, Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made 
the order of the day, for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Davis, a member 
thereof: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform to your 
honorable body, that they have read a third time & passed bills of the fol¬ 
lowing titles, to wit: 'an act to authorize David Peobles to continue a toll- 
bridge erected over the Escambia Creek in the county of Conecuh; 

'An act to incorporate the Huntsville fire engine company.' 

'An act to manumit certain slaves therein named,' and 

'An act to suppress the evil practice of fire hunting.' I n which they 
desire your concurrence. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to sup¬ 
press the evil practice of fire hunting, was read the first time. 

On motion, Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 



On motion the senate adjourned 'till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 
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Tuesday, 3d Dec. 1822. 

The senate met pursuant adjournment. 

Mr. Powell presented the petition of George Cox, administrator of 
Benjamin Cox, deceased, praying the passage of a law authorizing him 
to sell certain real estate ; which was read, and on motion referred to a 
special committee, consisting of Messrs. Powell, Sullivan and wood. 

Mr. Conner presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of St. Clair 
county, praying the passage of a law authorizing William M'Caig to erect 
a toll-bridge over Canoe Creek, in said county ; which was read and on 
motion referred to the committee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances to whom was 
referred a resolution of the senate instructing them to enquire into the 
expediency of retrenching the compensation allowed the officers of this 
state and the members of the general assembly reported, that it is inex¬ 
pedient to retrench. 

Ordered, that said report, lie on the table. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred a 
bill, to be entitled an act to authorize the administrator and administra¬ 
trix of Robert Gillaspey, deceased, to sell certain lands therein named, 
reported the same without amendment. 

On motion, Ordered, That said bill be engrossed, and made the order of 
the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred a bill to be en¬ 
titled an 'act to authorize Fathers to devise the custody and tuition of 
their infant children reported the same with sundry amendments which 
were concurred in. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Powell presented a communication from the Hon. Harry Toulmin 
notifying the general assembly of his having completed the digest of the 
laws of this state ; which was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to al¬ 
ter the mode of drawing grand and petit jurors,' which was read the first 
time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
to prevent frivilous and vexations law suits,' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read- 
oing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an 
act for the government of the Port and Harbor of Mobile,' which was 
read the first time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a 
second reading on Thursday next. 

On motion, of Mr .Crabb the committee of the whole was discharged 
from the consideration of the bill to be entitled an act to establish a road 
from the House of J ohn Gandie in Morgan county to Baltimore, in 
Blount county.' 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 'an act 
to alter the time of holding the general elections in this state,' which was 
read the first time. 
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On motion, Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to 
manumit certain slaves therein named 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to incorporate the Huntsville Fire En¬ 
gine company,' and 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize David Peobles, to continue a 
toll bridge erected over the Escambia Creek, in the county of Conecuh,' 
were severally read the first time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bills be made the order of the day, for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the administrator of Samuel 
Herberson, deceased, to sell a certain tract of land therein designated, 
was read the second time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of 
the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act concerning damages,' was read the se¬ 
cond time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be committed to the judicary com¬ 
mittee, to examine and report thereon. 

On motion, ordered, that the bill to be entitled 'an act to give jack- 
son county an additional election precinct, be aid on the table. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act concerning intestate's estates,' was read 
the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee on the judiciary 
to examine and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the granting of letters tes¬ 
tamentary, without security in cases therein named,' which was read the 
second time. 

On motion, ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee on 
the judiciary to examine and report thereon. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Morton, a member 
thereof. 

Mr. President an Gentlemen of the Senate, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your honor¬ 
able body, that they have adopted the following resolution : Resolved by 
the Senate and House of Representatives, that a joint committee be ap¬ 
pointed to take into consideration the communication of the Hon. Harry 
Toulmin, on the subject of digesting the laws of the state of Alabama 
in which they desire your concurrence. 

They have also read a third time and passed bills originating in this 
House, of the following titles, to wit: 

'An act divorcing Nathan Bailey, from his wife Elizabeth Briley;' 

'An act for the relief of J ohn P. Hickman and Richard Ellis ;' 

'An act to establish a public rod from Ditto's landing to Marston 
Mead's, in Blount county ;' 

'An act for the relief of purchasers of lots at the first sale, in the town 
of Caawba ;' and 

'An act to authorize Brice M. Garner, to build a certain toll bridges 
therein named. 

I n all of which, they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that said 
committee had examined the following acts, and found the same correct¬ 
ly enrolled, to wit: 
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'An act permanently to fix the seat of justice for the county of Blount 

'An act authorizing Augustus Baudry to emancipate a certain salve 
therein named 

'An act to change the name of, and legitimate a certain person therein 
named;' and 

'An act to repeal in part an act supplementary to an act entitled ana 
at to incorporate the city of Mobile passed the 17th December 1819 
which were accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

A bill from the house of representatives, to be entitled 'an ct for the 
relief of purchasers of lots, at the first sales, in the town of Cahawba 

A bill, to be entitled 'ana ct to establish a public road from Ditto's 
landing to Marston Mead's in Blount county;' 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief of J ohn P. Hickman and 
Richard Ellis;' 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act divorcing Nathan Briley, from his wife 
Elizabeth Briley;' 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize Brice M. Garner to build a 
certain toll bridge therein named,' were severally read the firs time. On 
motion, ordered that said bills be made the order of the day for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, the committee of the whole was discharged 
from the consideration of the resolution for the relief of Seaburn J. 

Whatley, late tax collector of Conecuh county. 

Mr. M'Vay moved that the further consideration of said resolution be 
indefinitely postponed ; and on the question being put, it was resolved in 
the affirmative. 

The Senate according to order, resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, on the bill to be entitled 'an at to amend an act, passed 4th March 
1803, revised and amended February 10, 1807, Mr. Casey in the chair- 
and after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and Mr. Casey 
reported the same with sundry amendments, which were not concurred in. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following to the first section of said 
bill : 'Provided, that the defendant shall be held to bail in double the 
amount in al cases ; which was adopted. 

Mr Moore offered the following amendment to the last section of said 
bill, 'Provided, that nothing in this act contained shall be so construed 
as to subject to the penalty herein before prescribed any person who 
may have furnished or given any spirituous or intoxicating liquors to any 
I ndian without having received or the intention to receive any compen¬ 
sation therefor,' which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, ordered, that said bill be engrossed, and 
made the order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, the committee of the whole was discharg¬ 
ed from the consideration of the bill to be entitled 'an act to incorporate 
the town of Ashville in the county of St. Clair.,' 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a third read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

' On motion, the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock. 

Evening Session. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, the committee of the whole was discharg¬ 
ed from the consideration of the bill to be entitled 'An act to authorize 
the administrator and administratrix of J ohn Ellis, deceased, to sell and 

G 
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convey certain real estate.' Ordered, that said bill be made the order 
of the day, for a third reading on to-morrow. 

The Senate according to order, resolved itself into a committed of the 
whole, on the bill to be entitled 'An act to authorize the Governor of 
this state, to remit all or part of any forfeiture which has or may accrue 
to this state'-— Mr. Bibb in the chair; and after some time spent therein, 
the committee rose, and Mr. Bibb reported the same without amend¬ 
ment. Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

On motion, the committee of the whole was discharged from the con¬ 
sideration of the bill to be entitled 'An act authorizing the administrator 
of William Nelson, deceased, to sell and convey certain real estate. Or¬ 
dered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a third reading on 
to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, the committee of the whole, was discharg¬ 
ed from the consideration of the bill to be entitled 'An act to divorce 
Robert Bransford from his wife J ane Bransford.' On motion, ordered 
that said bill be committed to the committee on divorce and alimony, to 
examine and report thereon. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'ana ct con- 
cering miller,' was read the third time. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following amendment to said bill by way of 
rider: 'Provided, that all millers shall be compelled to keep a register of 
all bags, sacks, barrels, or boxes which may be marked, and come to any 
mill, or mills, which register shall be open at all times for any person or 
persons to inspect;' and on the question being put on the adoption of said 
amendment, it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Wood offered the following amendment to said bill by way of ri¬ 
der ; 'And be it further enacted, That millers shall be required to pro¬ 
vide sealed measures by the first day of March next, and in case of their 
refusing or neglecting to comply with the above requisition, the owner or 
owners of any mill or mills in this state, shall forfeit and pay thirty dol¬ 
lars, to be recovered before any justice of the peace, one half to the 
informer, and the other half to the use of the county : Provided, the 
clerk of the county is able to furnish a standard measure.' On motion, 
the rule which requires all amendments by way of rider to be read on 
three several days was dispensed with, and said amendment was read 
three several times instanter and adopted. The question was then put, 

Shall this bill pass? and decided in the negative. 

Yeas 7 Nays 12. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, 
are, 

Mr. President Hopkins Metcalf Wood- 7 

Bibb M'Camy Murphy 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Conner M'Vay Powell Smith 

Casey Crabb Moore Shackleford Sullivan- 12. 

Coats Devereux 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to 
organize the counties of Covington and Pike,' was read the third time as 
amended and passed. Ordered, That the secretary notify the House of 
Representatives thereof, and desire their concurrence in the amendments 
made thereto. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following resolution : 



'Resolved, That with the concurrence of the House of Representa- 
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tives, the members of the Senate assembly in the representative cham¬ 
ber on Thursday next, for the purpose of electing a member to the Senate 
of the United States, to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of 
the Hon. J ohn W. Walker.' And on the question being put, it was decided 
in the negative. 

Yeas 9 Nays 10. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Bibb Hopkins M'Vay Wood- 9. 

Armstrong Conner M'Camy Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are 
Mr. Casey Crabb Metcalf Murphy Smith 

Coats Deveraux Moore Powell Sullivan- 10. 

Mr. Wood offered the following resolution : 

'Resolved, That with the concurrence of the House of Representa¬ 
tives,' the members of the Senate assembly in the representative cham¬ 
ber on Monday next, for the purpose of electing a member to the Senate 
of the United States, to fill the vacancy crated by the resignation of the 
Hoh. J ohn Walker.' 

Mr. Crabb moved to strike out the words 'Monday next,' in said reso¬ 
lution, and insert in lieu thereof, the words 'next Saturday week.' 

And on the question being put, it was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 7 Nays 12. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey Crabb Murphy Smith Sullivan- 7. 

Coats Devereux 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Conner M'Vay Moore Shackleford 

Armstrong Hopkins Metcalf Powell Wood- 12. 

Bibb M'Camy 

Mr. Powell moved to strike out the words 'Monday next,' in said re¬ 
solution ; and on the question being put, it was resolved in the negative. 

Mr. Casey moved to amend said resolution by inserting at the conclu¬ 
sion thereof the following : 'And also a senator to serve for six years in 
the Congress of the United States, in the place of William R. King, 
whose term of service expires on the 4th of March next;' and on the 
question being put on the adoption of said amendment, it was decided 
in the negative. 

Mr. Powell moved to amend said resolution, by inserting the words 
'at the hour of four o'clock P.M.' after the words 'Monday next;' and on 
the question being put, it was decided in the affirmative. 

The question was then put on the adoption of said resolution as a- 
mended, and decided in the affirmative. Ordered, that the same be sent 
to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed resolution to repeal a resolution, allowing to the comp¬ 
troller two hundred and fifty dollars in addition to his present salary, 
passed at the last session of the General Assembly, was read the third 
time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said resolution be as aforesaid, and that the 
'same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 4, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Hopkins from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred a bill, 
to be entitled, ' an act concerning inquiry of damages,' reported the same 



without amendment. 
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Ordered, That said bill be engrossed, and made the order of he day 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Smith presented the petition of James Mixon ; which was read, 

and, 

On motion, referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled, 'an act concerning intestates' estates,' reported the same 
without amendment. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed, and made the order of the day for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins from said committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled 'an act to authorize the granting of letters testamentary without 
security in certain cases,' reported the same without amendment. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed, and made the order of the day 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins from said committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be en¬ 
titled 'an act the better to secure debts on Writs of Error,' reported the 
same as amended, which was concurred in. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to whom 
was referred the petition of Abraham Pierce, reported, that the prayer of 
the petitioner is reasonable, and ought to be granted ; which was concur¬ 
red in. 

Mr. Sullivan from the committee on Divorce and Alimony, to whom 
was referred a bill, to be entitled 'an act to divorce Robert Bransford 
from his wife J ane Bransford,' reported the same without amendment; 
which was concurred in. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled, 'an act 
to enforce the payment of monies collected by officers of courts ;' which 
was read the first time. 

On motion, ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
prevent free negroes from selling spiritous liquors in this state ;' which was 
read the first time. 

On motion, ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Murphy from the special committee to whom was referred the re¬ 
solution of the senate, instructing them to inquire into the expediency of 
altering the constitution, so as to have but one meeting of the General 
Assembly in two years, leaving in to the Governor of the state to call a 
meeting, if he should deem it necessary to assembly oftener, reported, 
the imperfection of our general laws, and the necessary adjustment of our 
local interests render it inexpedient, at present, to make any alteration, 

Mr. M'Vay moved, that the senate disagree to said report. 

And on the question being put it was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 11 Nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being desired those who voted in the affirmative 


are 
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Mr. President Hopkins Metcalf Shackleford 

Conner M'Camy Moore Wood- 11. 

Crabb M'Vay Powell 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Casey Devereux Smith 

Bibb Coats Murphy Sullivan- 88 

On motion, ordered, that the judiciary committee be instructed to 
prepare and report a resolution having for its object, the alteration pro¬ 
posed. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the special committee to whom was referred a 
resolution upon the subject of the public printing, reported a bill, to be 
entitled ;'an act to provide for the printing of the laws and journals, and 
for other purposes ;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled ' 
to alter and amend an act extending the jurisdiction of the county court of 
Mobile county, passed 17th December 1821;' which was read the first 
time. Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. M'Camy obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
to exempt those from the payment of a state tax, who have not resided in 
the state twelve months,' which was read the first time. Ordered, that said 
bill be made the order of the day for a second reading on Saturday next. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to alter the mode of drawing grand and petit 
jurors ;' and a bill, to be entitled 'an act to prevent frivolous and vexa¬ 
tious law suits,' were severally read the second time. Ordered, that said 
bills be committed to the committee on the J udiciary to examine and re¬ 
port thereon. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to alter the time of holding the general 
elections in this state,' was read the second time. On motion of Mr. 

Murphy, ordered, that said bill lie on the table. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to manumit certain slaves therein named ;' 

And a bill to be entitled 'an act to incorporate the Huntsville Fire En¬ 
gine company ;' were severally read the second time. Ordered, that said 
bills be made the order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore obtained leave to to introduce a resolution providing for the 
appointment of persons to examine the manuscript copy of the Digest of 
the laws of this state ; which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, the rules which requires all joint resolutions 
to be read on three several days was dispensed with, and said resolution 
was read the second time. 

Mr. Powell moved to strike out all of said resolution after the words 
'And be it further resolved,' and insert in lieu thereof, the following :' that 
the persons so elected shall receive dollars per day, for each day 

they may be thus actually employed ;' and on the question being put, it 
was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Murphy moved to amend said resolution, by the following : 'And 
also to report, whether the work be sufficiently correct to justify an im¬ 
mediate publication of it;' which was adopted. 

On motion ordered that said resolution lie on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson their clerk : 
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate: 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your Hon- 
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ourable body, that they have read a third time and passed, a bill origina¬ 
ting in your honorable body, entitled 'an act to prevent immoral and 
disorderly conduct at placed of religious worship and have amended the 
same by striking therefrom in the second section, the words 'poor of the,' 
where they occur in these words, 'and the other half to the poor of the 
county ;' in which amendment they desire your concurrence. 

On motion, the senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 

3 o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. J ohn D. Bibb, a senator from Montgomery and Butler, obtained 
leave to spread his reasons upon the J ournal for voting with the minority, 
who were on a resolution offered for that purpose opposed to altering the 
constitution, so as to admit of biennial instead of annual sessions of the 
legislature; which are as follow, to wit: 

1. The local interests of the state are various, and but very few of them 
have been settled by the legislature. Our state is year in her infancy, and 
cases necessarily requiring legislation are frequently arising, and much 
inconvenience and oppression would be felt throughout the state, if the 
public and not the opportunity of laying their grievances before the legis¬ 
lature, and request their interference at least once a year. 

2. On the score of expense, nothing would be gained, for if the legis¬ 
lature meet only once in two years, their sessions would necessarily be as 
long as two sessions now are. 

3. There is not more time now taken up in deliberating on the business 
coming before the Legislature, than is necessary for correctly and prop¬ 
erly performing the duties requires of members. 

4. If any circumstance would tend to shorten the time which ought al¬ 
ways to be allowed for doing business correctly, biennial sessions would 
produce that effect. 

5. A change of the present system would subject the members to great 
inconvenience on account of the unsual length of time they would be ab¬ 
sent from their families and private business. 

6. Long sessions are not favorable to the active investigation of the 
business of the state; inasmuch, as the minds of the members would be¬ 
come wearied with the accumulation of the labour that would necessarily 
grow out of a biennial session. 

7. An alteration of the constitution at this time is not desirable, for it 
has not been proved by the test of experience, and I am unwilling to make 
any amendments thereto, until we shall have discovered all its defective 
parts, then let there be a general revision. 

8. The plan of amending the constitution by piece-meals, often subjects 
the community to great inconvenience on account of the difficulty of as¬ 
certaining, what the constitution really is. I n some of the states the con¬ 
stitutions have been so frequently altered, and those alterations embodi¬ 
ed in the acts of the Legislature, that before the constitution can be 

known, it is necessary to examine the different volumes of the acts passed 
for several years. 

9. I am opposed to the amendment in this particular, because there would 
arise an imperious necessity for correspondent amendments, affecting ma¬ 
terially the vitals of the constitution. 

JOHN D. BIBB. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the Senate concurred in the amendments 
made by the House of Representatives to the bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
prevent immoral and disorderly conduct at places of religious worship.' 
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A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to au¬ 
thorize David Peobles to continue a toll bridge erected over the Escambia 
creek in the county of Conecuh,' was read the second time. 

On motion, ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee on 
roads, bridges and ferries, to examine and report thereon. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, by Mr. 
Dodson, their clerk, informing the Senate, that they had read the third 
time and passed a bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief of the Huntsville 
Bank;' in which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act for the relief of purchasers of lots at the 
first sale in the town of Cahawba,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

On motion ordered, that Mr. Devereux be added to the committee on 
roads, bridges and ferries. 

A bill form the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act for 
the relief of the Huntsville Bank' was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for second reading 
on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to establish a public road from Ditto's land¬ 
ing to Marston Mead's in Blount county,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee on roads bridg¬ 
es and ferries, to examine and report thereon. 

A Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, their clerk, 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate: 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
orable body, that they have read the third time and passed. 

'An act to amend an act to appoint Commissioners to lay out certain 
specified roads, and for other purposes;' 

'An act concerning the J udges of the County courts ;' which originated 
in this House, and in which they desire your concurrence. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act for the relief of J ohn P. Hickman and rich- 
ard Ellis' was read a second time. 

On motion Ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee on 
the J udiciary to examine and report thereon. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to divorce Nathan Briley from his wife Eliza¬ 
beth Briley,' was read the second time. 

Ordered that said bill be made the order of the day for a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act concern¬ 
ing the J udges of the county court;' and A bill to be entitled 'an act to 
amend ana ct to appoint commissioners to lay out certain specified roads, 
and for other purposes ;' were read the first time. Ordered, that said 
bills be made the order of the day, for a second reading on to morrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to authorize Brice M Garner to build a 
certain toll bridge therein named,' was read the second time. On motion 
Ordered, that said bill be referred to the committee on Roads, Bridges 
and Ferries to examine and report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Metcalf, Ordered, that Mr., Conner be added to the 
committee on Roads, bridges and Ferries. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'An act to 
suppress the evil practice of fire hunting,' was read the third time. 

Mr. Devereux offered the following amendment to said bill, by way of 
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rider: Provided also, that this act shall not be in force in the counties of 
Conecuh, Covington, Henry and Pike ; and Provided, that the laws on 
the subject of fire hunting shall continue to operate in said counties;' 
which was rejected. The question was then put, shall this bill pass ? and 
decided in the negative. Yeas 9. Nays 9. The yeas and nays being 
desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Casey, M'Vay, Smith, Wood.- 9. 

Bibb, M'Camy, Metcalf, Sullivan, 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Mr. Armstrong, Conner, Devereaux, Moore, Shackleford- 9. 

Coats, Crabb, Hopkins, Powell, 

A bill to be entitled 'An act to incorporate the town of Ashville, in the 
county of St., Clair,' was read the third time, and on the question, shall 
this bill pass ? it was decided in the affirmative. Yeas 17. Nays 1. The 
yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are, 

Mr. President, Coats, Hopkins, Moore, Wood,-17. 

Armstrong, Conner, M'Camy, Powell, 

Bibb, Crabb, M'Vay, Shackelford, Mr. Sullivan in 

Casey, Devereaux,Metcalf, Smith, the negative. 

Ordered, That said bill be returned to the House of Representatives, 
from whence it came. 

A bill from the House of Representatives to be entitled 'an act to 
authorize the administrators of William Nelson, deceased, to sell and 
convey certain real estate,' was read the third time. 

Mr. Casey offered the following amendment to said bill, by wah of 
rider: "Provided, that said administrators shall give thirty days notice in 
two or more public places of the time of sale.' On motion, the rule 
which requires all amendments by way of rider to be read on three sev¬ 
eral days, was dispensed with : and said rider was read three several times 
and adopted. Said bill was then passed as amended. Ordered, that 
the Secretary notify the House of Representatives thereof, and desire 
their concurrence in the amendment made thereto. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to au¬ 
thorize the Governor of this state to remit all or part of any forfeiture, 
which has or may hereafter accrue to this state,' was read the third time 
and passed. 

Ordered, That the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to 
authorize the administrator and administratrix of J ohn Ellis, deceased 
to sell and convey certain real estate,' was read the third time. 

Mr. Casey offered the following amendment to said bill by way of ri¬ 
der : 'Provided, that at least thirty days notice shall be given of the time 
of said sale, in two or more pubic places ;' which was read three several 
times and adopted. Said bill was then passed as amended. 

Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House of Representatives 
thereof, and desire their concurrence in the amendment made thereto. 

The further orders of th day were postponed until to-morrow. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till to morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Thursday, 5th December, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Crabb presented the petition of Neal Patterson, praying to be re¬ 
munerated for expense incurred in pursuing and apprehending a person 
charged with murder, and in attending court as a witness on the part of 
the state ; which was read and referred to the committee on propositions 



and grievances. 
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Mr. Conner moved to reconsider the vote of the Senate on the pas¬ 
sage of the bill, to be entitled 'an act to suppress the evil practice of 
fire-hunting and on the question being put, it was resolved in the af¬ 
firmative. The question was then put, shall said bill pass? and decided 
in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, the following resolution was adopted: 'Re¬ 
solved, that the committee on roads, bridges and ferries, inquire into the 
expediency of causing a road to be marked out from Line creek, to Cof- 
feeville in Clarke county. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize Fathers to de¬ 
vise the custody and tuition of their infant children,' was read the third 
time. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following amendment to said ill, by way of ri¬ 
der: 'Provided, that nothing herein contained shall authorize fathers to 
devise the guardianship of such children as are, or may be hereafter le¬ 
gitimated by the General Assembly';' which was rejected. 

Mr. Wood offered the following amendment to said bill, by way of 
rider: "Provided, that provisions in this act shall not be carried into effec- 
except such cases where the J udge of the county court deems in necessary 
for the benefit of orphan children, by the consent of the mother, or such 
other circumstances as may make it indispensable necessary for the ben¬ 
efit of orphan children' which was rejected. The question was then 
put, shall said bill pass? and decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 11 Nays 7. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Casey Devereux Moore Shackleford 

Armstrong Crabb Hopkins Powell Smith- 11. 

Bibb. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats M'Camy Metcalf Suffivan Wood- 7. 

Conner M'Vay 

Ordered, That the title of said bill be 'an act to authorize fathers to 
devise the custody and tuition of their infant children,' and that the 
same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Mr. Powell, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of George Cox, administrator of Benjamin Cox, deceased, re¬ 
ported a bill to be entitled ' to authorize George Cox, administrator 
of Benjamin Cox, deceased, to sell an transfer certain real estate ;' which 
was read the first time. On motion, the rule which requires all bills to 
be read on three several days was dispensed with, and said bill was read 
the second time. 

Mr. Casey offered the following amendment to said bill : "Provided, 
that twenty days notice shall be given in the newspaper published in the 
town of Tuskaloosa previous to the sale ;' which was adopted. Ordered, 
that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day, for a third read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Shackleford offered the following resolution: "Resolved, that the 
committee on roads, bridges and ferries, be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency on authorizing a review of a road leading from the wagon 
ford on Line creek in Montgomery county, to the town of Tuskaloosa 
which was adopted. 

Mr. Powell offered the following resolution. 'Resolved, that the judi¬ 
ciary committee be instructed to examine into the propriety of providing 
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by law a more effectual remedy for the collection and security of county 
dues which was adopted. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act in relation to the state of 
J ames White, deceased,' was read the third time and passed. Ordered, 
that the title of said bill be 'an act in relation to the estate of J ames 
White, deceased ;' and that the same be sent to the House of Representa¬ 
tives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act regulating sheriffs sales,' was 
read the third time, and on the question, shall said bill pass? it was de¬ 
cided in the negative. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize Mary Jones 
administratrix of Thomas A. Jones, deceased, to sell and convey certain 
real estate,' was read a third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title of said bill be 'an act to authorize Mary J ones, 
adminstratrix of Thomas A. J ones, deceased, to sell and convey certain 
real estate ;' and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives 
for their concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, ordered that the bill to be entitled 'an act 
to amend an act, passed Dec. 17th, 1821,' lie on the table. 

Mr. Moore called up the resolutions providing for the appointment of 
persons to examine the manuscript copy of the Digest of the laws of 
this state. On motion, Ordered, that said resolution be engrossed and 
made the order of the day, for a third reading this evening. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, the bill, to be entitled 'an act in relation to 
election precincts,' was taken up. 

Mr. Devereux offered the following amendment to said bill: 

'Be it further enacted, That the following election precincts be estab¬ 
lished for the county of Conecuh, to wit: one at the house of George 
Constantine; one at Brooklyn; and one at Rabb's store ; and that the pre¬ 
cincts heretofore established at the house of James Caldwell, and at the 
house of William Blackshire be, and the same are hereby discontinued, 
which was adopted. 

Mr. Coats offered the following amendment to said bill: 

'Be it further enacted, that there be an election precincts, in addition 
to those already established, at the house of Alexander M'Leod, in Ma¬ 
rengo county ;' which was adopted. 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to said bill: 

'And be it further enacted, That the following additional election pre¬ 
cincts shall be established in the county of Tuskaloosa, viz : one at the 
house of capt. Manley Files, on North river; and one at the mill of J ames 
Foster, Esq. on Grant's creek ;' which was adopted. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following amendment to said bill: 

'And be it further enacted, That the election precints heretofore es¬ 
tablished at the house of J ames Sparks, and.J ohnson's in Mont¬ 

gomery county, be, and the same are hereby discontinued ; and that an 
election precinct be established at Stele's store ; and one at the house 
of William Graves, in the neighborhood of said J ohnson, in sad county ;' 
which was adopted. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment to said bill: 

'And be it further enacted, that an additional precinct be established 
at the house of Traverse George in Mobile county ; which was adopted. 

Mr. Shackleford offered the following amendment to said bill: 

'And be it further enacted, That in addition to the election precincts 
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already established in the county of Shelby, one shall be established at 
Harpersville, at the house of J ohn Kidd ;' which was adopted. 

Ordered, That said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

On motion the senate adjourned 'till 3 o'clock P.M. 

3 o'clock P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. President laid before the Senate, a communication from the comp¬ 
troller of public accounts ; which was read and is as follows: 

Comptroller's Office, December 5, 1822. 

SI R- In obedience to a resolution of the Senate, requiring the comp¬ 
troller of public accounts to lay before that house 'a consolidated return 
of the objects of taxation in this state, for the year past, with a return of 
the amount derived from each object, in each county,' I have the honor 
to lay before the enclosed paper marked A. 

From the numerous errors contained in many of the tax list, it is im- 
possbile the return thus made should be entirely correct, but I trust it 
will be found sufficiently so, to meet the object of the resolution. 

I am respectfullp, your most ob't servant, 

SAMUEL PICKENS. 

The Hon. Nl CHOLAS DAVIS, President of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, ordered, that one hundred copies of said 
report be printed for the use of Senate. 

Engrossed resolutions providing for the appointment of persons to ex¬ 
amine the manuscript copy of the Digest of the laws of this state, 
were read the third time. 

Mr. Moore offered the following amendment to said resolution by 
way of rider: Provided no compensation shall be allowed the person 
so appointed or elected, unless they complete said examination and 
make a report thereof to the General Assembly within fifteen days, from 
and after the adoption of the foregoing resolution which was read three 
several times and adopted. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to fill the blank in said resolution, where it reads 

thus: 'that the persons so elected shall receive each.dollars per day' 

with the words 'seven dollars and on the question being put, it was re¬ 
solved in the negative. 

Mr. Moore moved to fill sad blank with the words 'five dollars; 

And on the question being put, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Yeas 9 Nays 7. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Armstrong Conner M'Camy Moore Shackleford- 9. 

Bibb Hopkins Metcalf Powell 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Coats M'Vay Sullivan- 7. 

Casey Devereux Smith 

Mr. Casey offered the following amendment to said resolutions by way 
of rider: "Provided, that the persons so elected shall be selected from the 
members of the General Assembly.” 

Mr. Moore moved to amend said amendment by inserting the word 
"not” after the word "shall” in said amendment; 

And on the question being put, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 13 Nays 4. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
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Mr. President Conner M'Camy Moore Sullivan-13. 

Armstrong Crabb M'Vay Powell 

Bibb Hopkins Metcalf Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Casey Devereux Smith- 4. 

Mr. Casey moved to amend said amendment by the following after the 
words 'members of the General Assembly ; and shall receive no pay there¬ 
for; 

And on the question being put, it was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 4 Nays 13. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey Coats Devereux Smith- 4. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Conner M'Camy Moore Sullivan- 13. 

Armstrong Crabb M'Vay Powell 

Bibb Hopkins Metcalf Shackleford 

The question was then put, on the adoption of said amendment, as a- 
mended, and decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 13 Nays 4. 

The yeas and nays being desire, those who voted in the affirmative 
are, 

Mr. President Conner M'Camy Moore Sullivan- 13. 

Armstrong Crabb M'Vay Powell 

Bibb Hopkins Metcalf Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Coats Mr. Deveraux Smith 

The question was then put, shall said resolutions pass? and decided in 
the affirmative. 

Yeas 9 Nays 8 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. Armstrong Conner Hopkins Metcalf Shackleford- 9. 

Bibb Crabb M'Camy Moore 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Coats M'Vay Smith 

Casey Devereux Powell Sullivan- 8. 

Ordered, That the title of said resolutions be as aforesaid, and that the 
same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to continue in force and amend 
an act entitled an act to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act 
to regulate the proceedings in the courts of Law and Equity in this state, 
and for other purposes therein mentioned ;' was, on motion of Mr. Casey, 
ordered to lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled 'an act to establish a public road from the 
house of John Gandie in Morgan county, to Baltimore in Blount coun¬ 
ty,' was read the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the first blank in said bill, where it reads 
thus; 'for every four wheel carriage cents' was filled with seventy- 

five cents.' 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, the second blank in said bill was filled with 
'fifty cents,' the third with 'twelve and a half cents,' the fourth with 'six 
and a fourth cents,' the fifth with, 'three cents,' the sixth with 'two cents,' 
and the blank in the last section of said bill, with 'twelve years.' Said 
bill was then passed. 



Ordered, that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for 
their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled " an act to authorize the administrator 
of Samuel Herberson, deceased, to sell a certain tract of land therein de¬ 
signated" was read the third time and passed. 
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Ordered, that the title of said bill be 'an act, &c. and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the administrator 
and administratrix of Robert Gillaspey, deceased, to sell certain lands 
therein named,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

The further orders of the day were postponed till to-morrow. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Friday, December 6. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee to whom was referred 
a bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief of J ohn P. Hickman and Rich¬ 
ard Elis,' reported the same without amendment. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a third read¬ 
ing on tomorrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled 'an act to prevent frivolous and vexations law suits,' reported 
the same with amendments, which were concurred in. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of J ohn Boyce, reported, that the re¬ 
lief contemplated by said bill is unreasonable and ought not to be grant¬ 
ed. On motion of Mr. Sullivan, ordered, that said report, lie on the table. 

Mr. Bibb, from the said committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of J ames Mixon, reported, that the claim of the petitioner is not supported 
by such evidence as would authorize them to extend to him the relief 
prayed for. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, the Senate disagreed to said report. 

Ordered, that said committee prepare and report a bill for the relief of 
the said J ames Mixon. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to amend an act passed 4th 
March, 1803, revised and amended 10th February, 1807,' was read the 
third time ; and on the question being put, shall said bill pas? it was de¬ 
cided in the negative. Yeas 9— Nays 9. 

The yeas nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Bibb Crabb Hopkins Sullivan- 9. 

Armstrong Casey Devereux Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats M'Camy Metcalf Powell Wood- 9. 

Conner M'Vay Moore Shackleford 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act concerning inquiry of dama¬ 
ges,' wads read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title of said 
bill be 'an act concerning enquiry of damages ;' and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled, 'an act concerning intestates estates,' 
was read a third time and passed. Ordered, that the title of said bill 
be changed from that of 'a bill' to that of 'an act, &c.' and that the same 
be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the granting of 
letters testamentary, without security in cases therein named,' was read 
the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the words 'a bill to be entitled' be stricken out of the 
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caption of said bill, and that the same be sent to the House of Represen¬ 
tatives for their concurrence. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act for the government of the port and harbor 
of Mobile' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day, for 
a third reading on Monday next. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act for the payment of moneys collected by 
officers of courts.' was read the second time. 

On motion, ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee on the 
judiciary, to examine and report thereon. 

A Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Fitz, a member 
thereof: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate. 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform to your 
honourable body, that they have read a third time & passed a bill originat¬ 
ing in this House, entitled, 'an act to vest in Samuel B. Shields, his 
hesrs and assigns, the exclusive right to a ferry on the Tombeckbe river, 
in the county of Clarke, at, or near the town of J ackson in said county :' 
in which they desire your concurrence. Said bill was read the first time. 

Mr. M'Vay moved, that the further consideration of said bill be inde¬ 
finitely postponed ; and on the question being put, it was decided in the 
negative. 

Mr. Armstrong moved, that a message be sent to the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives, informing the, that in consequence of the erasures and in¬ 
terlineations made in the section of the said bill, the Senate is una¬ 
ble to ascertain whether it proposes to vest in the said S. B. Shields, his 
heirs assigns, the exclusive right to a ferry for vie, or twenty years ; 
and that said bill be returned to the House of Representatives with said 
message. And on the question being put, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 10 Nays 8. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Bibb Hopkins Metcalf Smith 

Armstrong Conner M'Camy Shackleford Sullivan- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Crabb M'Vay Powell 

Coats Devereux Moore Wood- 8. 

A message was sent accordingly. 

A Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Morton, a mem¬ 
ber thereof. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate. 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your honor¬ 
able body, that they concur in the amendments made by your honorable 
body to the bill, entitled, 'an act to organize the counties of Covington 
and Pike.' They have also read a third time and passed, a bill orginat- 
ing in this house, entitled 'an act to exempt the citizens of the town of 
Selma from working on roads beyond the limits of said town.' In which 
they desire your concurrence. They concur in the amendments made 
by the Senate to the bill, entitled ' for the relief of Henry Stokes, 
and others. 

Mr. M'Vay presented the memorial of William Wingate ; which was 
read. On motion, ordered that said memorial be referred to the commit¬ 
tee on privileges & elections, together with the accompanying documents. 

On the application of Mr. Murphy, he was excused from further ser¬ 
vice on the committee of privileges and elections. 
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On motion of Mr. Moore, ordered, that Mr. Powell be added to the 
committee on privileges and elections. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to prevent free negroes from retailing spi- 
ritous liquors ; 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to amend an act, entitled ana ct to lay out 
certain roads therein specified, and for other purposes ;' and 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act concerning the J udges of the county 
courts," were severally read the second time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bills be made the order of the day for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to exempt the citizens of the town of 
Selma from working on roads beyond the limits of said town, was read the 
first time. 

On motion, Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Mead a mem¬ 
ber thereof: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your honor¬ 
able body, that they have adopted the following resolution : Resolved, that 
a select committee of five members be appointed by this House, to 
act with a committee which may be appointed on the part of the Senate, 
to examine the manuscript copy of the Digest of our statues compiled 
by the Hon. Harry Toulmin, and to report the same to this house, with 
such amendments as they may deem proper. 

A bill, to be entitled, 'an act for the relief of the Huntsville Bank,' 
was read the second time. 

On motion, ordered, that said bill be referred to the judiciary commit¬ 
tee to examine and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled, 'an act to provide for printing the laws and jour¬ 
nals, and for other purposes,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed, and made the order of the day for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives to be entitled 'an act to di¬ 
vorce Robert Bransford from his wife J ane Bransford,' was read the third 
time and passed by a constitutional majority. 

Yeas 14 Nays 5. 

The yeas & nays being required, those who voted in the affirmative, are; 
Mr. President Coats Hopkins Moore Sullivan 

Armstrong Conner M'Camy Powell Wood- 14 

Casey Crabb M'Vay Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Devereux Metcalf Murphy Shackleford- 5 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the senate concurred in the resolution of 
the House of Representatives appointing a committee on their part, to 
act with such committee as may be appointed on the part of the senate, 
to examine the manuscript copy of the digest of our statutes, compiled 
by the Honorable Harry Toulmin ; Messrs. Hopkins, Murphy and Sulli¬ 
van, were appointed a committee on the part of the Senate. 

Ordered, that the secretary inform the House of Representatives 
thereof. 

Mr. Crabb offered the following resolution : 'Resolved, that the judi¬ 
ciary committee be instructed to enquire into the expediency of provid- 
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ing by law, for the payment of state witnesses in certain cases ; which 
was adopted. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled ' to 
manumit certain salves therein named,' was read the third time. 

Mr. Bibb offered an amendment to said bill, by way of rider, which 
was read three several times and adopted. 

Said bill was then passed as amended. 

Ordered, that the secretary notify the House of Representatives there¬ 
of, and request their concurrence in the amendment made thereto. 

On motion the senate adjourned till 3 o'clock. 

Evening- 3 o'clock. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act authorizing George Cox, ad¬ 
ministrator of Benjamin Cox, deceased, to sell and transfer certain real 
estate,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same 
be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled ' to in¬ 
corporate the Huntsville fire engine company ;' and a bill to be entitled, 

'An act for the relief of purchasers of lots at the first sale, in the town 
of Cahawba ;' were read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson their 

clerk. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives, to inform your hon¬ 
orable body, that they concur in the amendments made by your body to 
the bill, entitled 

'An act to authorize the administrators of J ohn Ellis, deceased, to sell 
and convey certain real estate,' 

They also, concur in the amendments made by your Honorable body 
to the bill, entitled 

'An act to incorporate the town of Ashville, in the county of St. Clair.' 

The have also, adopted the following resolution : Resolved, that the 
committee on enrolled bills appointed on the part of this House, be a 
joint committee with the committee on enrolled bills appointed on the 
part of the senate ; and that the senate be acquainted therewith. 

They have also read the third time and passed a bill, entitled, 'an act 
to vest in S. B. Shields his heirs and assigns, the exclusive right to a ferry 
on the Tombeckbe river, in the county of Clarke, at or near the town of 
J ackson in said county.' I n which they desire your concurrence. 

The said last mentioned bill, was read the first time. 

Ordered, that the same be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives to be entitled 'an act divorc¬ 
ing Nathan Briley from his wife Elizabeth Briley,' was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, the committee of the whole was discharged 
from the consideration of the bill, to be entitled 'an act to exempt 
preachers of the Gospel from the payment of ferriage in certain cases.' 
Ordered, that said bill be engrossed for a third reading on tomorrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to amend an act, entitled an act extending 
the jurisdiction of the County Court of Mobile county, passed 17th Dec. 

1821,' was read the second time. Mr. Sullivan moved to strike out all 



65 


the first section of said bill which relates to the giving of the County 
Court of Mobile county jurisdiction of the offences of grand and petit 
larceny ; and on the question being put, it was resolved in the negative. 
Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for a 
third reading on tomorrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act in relation to election precincts,' was read 
the third time. Mr. M'Camy offered an amendment to said bill, by way 
of rider, providing for the discontinuance of one, and the establishment 
of another election precinct in the counties of J ackson and Decatur; 
which was read three several times and adopted. Mr. Conner offered 
an amendment to said bill, by way of rider, providing for an additional 
election precinct in St. Clair county ; which was read three several times 
and adopted. Mr. Metcalf offered an amendment to said bill, by way 
of rider, providing for two additional election precincts in Marion county, 
which was read three several times and adopted. Said bill was then 
passed as amended. Ordered, that the title of said bill, be 'an act to 
establish election precincts in the counties therein named,' and that the 
same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

A message was received form the House of Representatives, by Mr. 
Dodson, their clerk, informing the Senate that they concur in the amend¬ 
ment made by the Senate to the bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize 
the administrators of William Nelson, deceased, to sell and convey cer¬ 
tain real estate. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till tomorrow morning, 10 'clock. 

Saturday, December 7, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances, report¬ 
ed a bill to be entitled 'an act for the relief of J ames Mixon,' which was 
read the first time. Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day 
for a second reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Bibb, from said committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Nicholas Pope, reported a bill to be entitled 'ana ct to authorize Nicholas 
Pope to emancipate a certain slave therein named,' which was read the 
first time. Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a 
second reading on Monday next. 

Mr. M'Camy offered the following resolution: Resolved, that the mil¬ 
itary committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of forming 
a new Bridge in the State of Alabama, to consist of Jackson and Deca¬ 
tur county ; and if expedient to report by bill, which was adopted. 

Mr. Moore offered the following resolution : Resolved, that the com¬ 
mittee of enrolled bills, appointed on the part of the House, be a joint 
committee to act with such committee as may be appointed on the part 
of the House of Representatives, which was adopted. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following resolution : Resolved, that with the con¬ 
currence of the House of Representatives, the General Assembly of 
this state will adjourn on Saturday the 21st instant sine die. 

Mr. Casey moved, that said resolution lie on the table, which was de¬ 
cided in the negative. Yeas 6 — Nays 12. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Armstrong, Coats, M'Camy. 

Casey, Crabb, Shackleford- 6. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President, Devereaux,Metcalf, Smith, 

Bibb, Hopkins, Moore, Sullivan, 



Conner, M'Vay, Murphy Wood— 12. 
1 
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Mr. Conner moved to amend said Resolution by the following proviso : 
'Provided, we get thorough all the business important to the state, by that 
time;' which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Hopkins moved to amend said Resolution, by striking out the 
words 'Saturday the 21st' and inserting Tuesday the 24th ;' which was 
decided in the negative. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to strike out all of said Resolution after the word 
'Resolved,' insert the following 'that no new business of a private 
nature, shall be received by either branch of this Legislature, after the 
18th instantwhich was decided in the negative. 

The question was then put on the adoption of said Resolution, and de¬ 
cided in the affirmative. Yeas 13 Nays 6. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Devereux Metcalf Powell Wood- 13. 

Bibb Hopkins Moore Smith 

Crabb M'Vay Murphy Sullivan 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Armstrong Coats M'Camy 

Casey Conner Shackleford- 6. 

Ordered, that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for 
their concurrence. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Gayle, a mem¬ 
ber thereof: Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, I am in¬ 
structed by the House of Representatives to inform your honorable body, 
that they have adopted the Resolution of your house, proposing to go 
into the election, on Monday next, at four o'clock P.M. of a member of 
the Senate of the United States to fill the vacancy occasioned by the re¬ 
signation of the Hon. J. W. Walker, and have amended the same by 
striking therefrom the word 'Monday' and inserting in lieu thereof, 
the word 'Thursday,' and also by adding the following : 'And also, for 
the purpose of electing a Senator to Congress for the ensuing six years 
after the 4th day of March next;' in which amendments they desire your 
concurrence. 

Mr. Sullivan moved, that the Senate concur in the amendments made 
by the House of Representatives to said resolutions; and on the question 
being put, it was resolved in the affirmative. Ordered, that the secreta¬ 
ry inform the House of Representatives thereof. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled, ' to continue in force and amend 
an act, entitled an act to repeal in part and amend an act, entitled an act 
to regulate the proceedings in the courts of law and equity in this state,' 
was read the third time. 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to said bill by way of rider: 

'Be it further enacted, that in all cases of appeals where the plaintiff, 
or person appealing shall not recover judgement fora greater sum than 
was by the justice trying the same, adjudged, then, and in that case the 
plaintiff or person appealing, shall pay all costs consequent on such ap¬ 
peal : 'Provided however, that this section is intended only to apply to ap¬ 
peals taken up by the successful party ;' which was read three several 
times and adopted. 

The question was then put on the passage of said bill, and decided in 
the affirmative. Yeas 15- Nays 4. 

The yeas nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Casey Crabb Metcalf Shackleford 

Armstrong Coats Hopkins Murphy Sullivan 



Bibb 


Conner M'Camy Powell Wood- 15 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Devereux M'May Moore Smith- 4. 

Ordered, That the words 'engrossed bill to be entitled,' be stricken 
out of the caption of said bill; and that the same be sent to the House 
of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Message from the Governor, byj. J. Pleasants, Esquire, Secretary 
of State. 

Mr. President- The Governor did on the 5th inst. approve and sign, 

'An act to authorize Augustus Baudry to emancipate a certain sale 
therein named 

'An act to change the name of, and legitimate a certain persons therein, 
named ;' and 

'An act to repeal in part, and act supplementary to entitled a 
act, to incorporate the city of Mobile, passed 17th December, 1819' - — 
all of which originated in the Senate. 

A bill, to be entitled ‘an ct to vest in S.B. Shields, his heirs and as¬ 
signs, the exclusive right to a Ferry on the Tombeckbe river, in the 
county of Clarke, at, or near the town of J ackson in said county,’ was 
read the second time. Ordered, that said bill be committed to the com¬ 
mittee on roads, bridges, and ferries to examine and report thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled ‘an act to exempt the citizens of the town of Sel¬ 
ma, from working on public roads beyond the limits of said town,’ was 
read the second time. Ordered, that said bill be committed to the com¬ 
mittee on roads, bridges and ferries. 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, the bill to be entitled 'an act to divorce Na¬ 
than Briley from his wife Elizabeth Briley,' was taken up, read the third 
time and passed by a majority of two thirds of the members present. 

Yeas 6 Nays 13. 

The yeas and nays being required those who voted in the affirmative, 
are, 

Mr. President Coats Devereux Moore Sullivan- 13. 

Armstrong Conner Hopkins Powell 

Casey Crabb M'Camy Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Metcalf Murphy Shackleford Wood- 6. 

M'Vay 

Ordered, That the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to exempt those from the payment of a 
state tax who have not resided in the state twelve months,' was read the 
second time. Ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee on 
the J udiciary. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an ate to 
amend an act, entitled an act to appoint Commissioners to lay out cer¬ 
tain roads therein specified, and for other purposes" was read the third 
time and passed. Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House of 
Representatives thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled ' con- 
cering the J udges of the county courts and a bill to be entitled 'an act 
for the relief of J ohn P. Hickman and Richard Ellis,' were severally read 
the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to provide for printing the laws 
and journals, and for other purposes,' was read the third time and laid 
on the table. 
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An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to prevent free negroes from 
selling spiritous liquors in this state' was read the third time. 

Mr. Casey moved to fill the first blank in said bill with the words 'first 
May ;' which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Moore moved to fill the second blank with the words 'ten dollars ;' 
which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. M'Vay moved to amend said bill by way of rider, by inserting the 
words 'or mulatto,' after the words 'free negro,' whenever they occur in 
said bill ; which was adopted. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment to said bill, by way of 
rider 'Provided, that this act shall not effect any free negro, mulatto or 
other person who by the treaty between the United States and Spain, 
became citizens of the Unites States, or the descendants of any such 
person ;' which was read three several times and adopted. 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to said bill, by way of 
rider: 'Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the J udges of the 
several county courts in this state, upon application to them made, to bind 
out the children of free negroes in this state ; the males until they attain 
the age of twenty one, and the females until they attain the age of eigh¬ 
teen years ;' which was read three several times and adopted . Said bill 
was then passed as amended. 

Ordered, That the title of said bill be ' to prevent free negroes 
and mulattoes from retailing spiritous liquors in this state, and for other 
purposes ;' and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for 
their concurrence. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, the 

clerk : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives, to inform your 
honorable body, that they have read a third time and passed, bills origi¬ 
nating in this house, of the following titles, to wit: 

'An act declaring certain roads therein named public roads until other 
wise directed by law ;' 

'An act entitled an act, to amend an act incorporating the town of 
Erie ;' and 

'An act for the relief of Robert Coyle.' I n which they desire your 
concurrence. 

All of which said bills were severally read the first time. Ordered 
That said bills be made the order of the day for a second reading on 
Monday next. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to alter and amend an act to 
extend the jurisdiction of the county court of Mobile county ;' was 
read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title of said bill, be 
as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives 
for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to exempt preachers of the 
gospel from the payment of ferriage in certain cases,' was read the third 
time and passed. Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and 
that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concur¬ 
rence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to prevent frivilous and vexa¬ 
tious law suits,' was read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the 
title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the House 
of Representatives for their concurrence. 
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On motion of Mr. Bibb, Mr. Hopkins was excused from further ser¬ 
vice on the committee of privileges and election. 

Ordered, That Mr. Crabb be added to said committee. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till Monday morning at 10 o'clock. 

Monday, December 9, 1822. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bibb presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Butler coun¬ 
ty, praying to be allowed representation in the General Assembly from 
said county, which was read and referred to the committee on proposi¬ 
tions and grievances. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred the 
bill, to be entitled, 'an act giving execution for costs in the supreme 
court;' reported the same with sundry amendments ; which were concur¬ 
red in. Ordered, that said bill be engrossed, and made the order of 
the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled ; an act for 
the regulation of assessors and tax collectors, so far as related to the pay¬ 
ment of money ;' which was read the first time. Ordered, that said bill 
be made the order of the day, for a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Smith obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled ' to 
alter the times of holding courts in the first judicial circuit;' which was 
read the first time. Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day 
for a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Conner obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled ' 
providing for the election of sheriffs in certain cases, and for other pur¬ 
poses;' which was read the first time. Ordered, that said bill be made 
the order of th day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Devereux offered the following resolution: "Resolved, that the 
committee on privileges and elections, be, and they are hereby, author¬ 
ized to send for persons and papers, and to examine the same for the 
purpose of enabling said committee to perform the duties of their ap¬ 
pointment;' which was adopted. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief of J ames Mixon,' was read 
the second time. Ordered, that said bill be engrossed, and made the 
order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize Nicholas Pope to emancipate 
a certain slave therein named' was read the second time. 

Mr. Coats offered the following amendment to said bill : "Provided, 
that said slave shall remove out of this state after he arrives at the age 
of twenty-one years, and shall not return to reside therein ;' which was a- 
dopted. 

Ordered, That said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following resolution : "Resolved, that the judi¬ 
ciary committee be instructed to enquire into the expediency of so a- 
mending the stray law, where the property posted in proved away be¬ 
fore the time for selling strays expires, so as to compel the taker up to pay 
the clerk the printer's fees at the return of the certificate of the justice 
and appraisers ;' which was adopted. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act de¬ 
claring certain roads therein named public roads until otherwise directed 
by law,' was read the second time. 

Mr. Casey moved to amend said bill by inserting the word 'court' af- 
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ter the words 'Wilcox county' in the section of said bill; which was 
decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled ' to 
amend an act to incorporate the town of Erie,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives to be entitled 'an act for 
the relief of Robert Coyle,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that sad bill be committed to the committee on propositions 
and grievances, to examine and report thereon. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported, that said 
committee had examined the following acts found the same duly en¬ 
rolled, to wit. 

'An act to incorporate the trustees of Athens Female Academy in- 
Limestone county 

'An act to make out and establish a road leading from the City of Mo¬ 
bile in the county of Mobile, to Edwin Lewis ; turnpike road in said coun¬ 
ty;' 

'An act to prevent immoral and disorderly conduct at places or reli¬ 
gious worship and 

'An act to authorize Gilbert D. Taylor to emancipate certain slaves 
therein named which were accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to provide for printing the laws 
and journals, and for other purposes,' was ordered to lie on the table. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act for the government of the port 
and harbour of Mobile,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be ' an act for the government of the 
port and harbour of Mobile and that the same be sent to the House of 
Representatives for their concurrence. 

Mr. Moore presented the petition of Thomas Philips, praying to be 
paid for a negro killed in working on a public road ; which was read and 
referred to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

On motion the Senate adjourned til to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Tuesday, 10 Dec. 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bibb presented the petition of Henry Lucas and Walter B. Lu¬ 
cas, administrators of John Lucas, deceased, praying the passage of a 
law authorizing them to sell certain real estate ; which was read and re¬ 
ferred to the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to whom 
was referred the petition of Neal Patterson, reported, 'that it is inexpe¬ 
dient to grant the prayer of the petitioner. They recommend he pass¬ 
age of a law making provisions for the payment of witnesses in criminal 
cases ;' which was concurred in. 

Mr. Bibb, from said committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Thomas Philips, reported, 'that while said committee commiserate the 
misfortune of the petitioner, they yet consider that his loss is one, to 
which every individual in the community is liable when engaged in the 
discharge of public duties ; and that it is inexpedient to grant him the 
compensation asked for. Your committee believe it would be infringing 
on the rights of the state at large, to draw on its treasury for compensa- 
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tions, or remunerations which it would seem were only due from the 
county in which such accidents may occur. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, Ordered, that said petition be referred to a 
select committee. Messrs. Moore, M'Vay and Murphy were appointed 
said committee. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson their clerk : 
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate: 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
ourable body, that they have read a third time and passed, bill origina¬ 
ting in this house, of the following titles, to wit: 

'An act for the trial of the right of property taken by virtue of an ex¬ 
ecution or attachment, and claimed by any person not a part to the suit 
and 

'An act to alter and extend the boundaries of Wilcox county ;' in which 
they desire your concurrence. 

Pursuant to a resolution of yesterday, the House of Representatives 
also herewith transmits to the senate a copy of the memorial of the 
trustees of the University of Alabama to the General Assembly of this 
state. 

A Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Davis, a member 
thereof; 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate : 

I n am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
orable body, that they concur in the amendment made by your honorable 
body, to bills of the following titles, to wit: 

'An act the better to secure debts upon writs of error;' and 

'An act to manumit certain slaves therein named,' 

A message from the Governor, by J. J. Pleasants, esq. secretary of 

State. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives: 

I have received the resignation of John Mosely, esq. judge of the 
county court of Lawrence county. I have also received the resignation 
of J ohn M. Chapman, judge of the county court of Covington county. 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on roads, bridges, and ferries, to whom 
was referred, the bill, to be entitled ; an act to vest in S. B. Shields his 
heirs and assigns, the exclusive right to a ferry on the Tombeckbe river, 
in the county of Clarke, at, or near the town of J ackson in said county ;' 
reported the same as amended ; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Casey, from said committee, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled ' to authorize Brice M. Garner to build a certain toll bridge 
therien named,' reported, that it is inexpedient to pass said bill. 

Ordered, that said report lie on the table. 

Mr. Casey, from said committee, to whom was referred a bill to be en¬ 
titled ' to authorize David Peobles to continue a toll bridge e- 
rected over the Escambia Creek in the county of Conecuh' reported the 
same without amendment. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a third reading 
on to-morrow : 

Mr. Casey, from the said committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of sundry inhabitants of St. Clair county, reported, that the prayer of 
the petitioners is unreasonable and ought not to be granted. 

Ordered, that said report, lie on the table. 
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Mr. Casey, from said committee, to whom was referred the bill, to be 
entitled 'an act to exempt the citizens of the town of Selma from work¬ 
ing on public roads beyond the limits of said town,' reported said bill 
without amendment. 

Mr. Wood moved, that the further consideration of said bill be inde¬ 
finitely postponed; which was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 12 Nays 7. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Coats M'Camy Metcalf Sullivan 

Armstrong Crabb M'Vay Murphy Wood- 12. 

Bibb Hopkins 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Devereux Powell Shackleford Smith- 7. 

Conner Moore 

Mr. Murphy, from the special committee to whom was committed the 
bill, to be entitled 'an act to manumit a negro woman slave, Margaret 
and her children,' reported the same with an amendment; which was 
concurred in. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a third read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred 
the bill, to be entitled 'an act for the payment of jurors in the circuit 
courts of this state,' reported the same with an amendment; which was 
concurred in. 

Ordered, That said bill be engrossed, and made the order of the day for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill, 
to be entitled 'an act to exempt those from the payment of a state tax, 
who have not resided in the state twelve months ;' reported that is inex¬ 
pedient to pass said bill ; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Moore from the committee on enrolled bills ; reported, that said 
committee had examined the following acts and found the same duly en¬ 
rolled, to wit: 

'An act to authorize the administrators of William Ellis, deceased, to 
sell certain real estate therein named ;' 

'An act to suppress the evil practice of fire-hunting,' 

'An act divorcing Robert Bransford from his wife J ane Bransford ;' 

'An act to incorporate the Huntsville fire engine company ;' 

'An act for the relief of purchasers of lots at the first sale in the town 
of Cahawba;' 

'An act to organize the counties of Covington and Pike ;' 

'An act to incorporate the town of Ashville, in the county of st. Clair; 

'An act for the relief of Henry Stokes, and others;' and 

'An act to authorize the administrator and administratrix of J ohn Ellis, 
deceased, to sell and convey certain real estate ;' which were according¬ 
ly singed by Mr. President. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives by Mr. 
Dodson, their clerk, informing the Senate, that they had read a third time 
and passed, a bill originating in this House, entitled 'an act concerning 
intestates' estates ;' 

Mr. Powell obtained lave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act in 
relation to mortgaged property ;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 
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Mr. Moore obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
authorize a change of venue in chancery causes in certain cases;' which 
was read the first time. Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the 
day, for a second reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred a 
bill to be entitled 'an to enforce the payment of money collected by of¬ 
ficers of courts,' reported the same without amendment. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed, and made the order of the day for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

Ordered, that Mr. Metcalf be added to the committee on roads, bridges 
and ferries. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled ' to al¬ 
ter and extend the boundaries of Wilcox county,' was read the first time. 

Ordered, that the same be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of representatives, to be entitled ' for the 
trial of the right of property, taken by virtue of an execution or attach¬ 
ment, and claimed by any person not a party to the suit;' was read the 
first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

A Memorial of the Trustees of the University, was read, and ordered 
to be laid on the table. Ordered, that one hundred copies of said me¬ 
morial be printed. 

Mr. Wood obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
prevent grand jurors from being required to present every frivolous as¬ 
sault and battery case that may come within their knowledge;' which 
was read the first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day, for a second 
reading on to-morrow 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act for the regulation of assessors and tax 
collectors, so far as relates to the payment of money,' was read the se¬ 
cond time. Ordered, that said bill be committed to a committee of the 
whole house, and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, by Mr. 
Dodson, their clerk, informing the Senate, that they had read the third 
time and passed a bill, to be entitled 'an act to repeal in part the statute 
of limitations in criminal cases.' Said bill was read the first time. 

Ordered, That the same be made the order of the day, for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to alter the times of holding courts in the 
first judiciary circuit,' was read the second time. Ordered, that said bill 
be referred to the committee on the judiciary to examine and report 
thereon. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act providing for the election of sheriffs in 
certain cases, and for other purposes,' was read the second time. Ordered, 
that said bill be referred to the judiciary committee to examine and re¬ 
port thereon. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled ' de¬ 
claring certain roads therein named public roads, until otherwise direct¬ 
ed by law,' was read the second time. Ordered, that said bill lie on the 
table. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to 
K 
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amend an act incorporating the town of Erie,' was read the third time 
and passed. Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed 
thereof. 

Mr. Casey presented the petition of the administrators of John 
Waugh deceased, praying the passage of a law, authorizing them to sell 
certain real estate. Ordered, that said petition be referred to the com¬ 
mittee on the judiciary. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize Nicholas Pope to 
emancipate a certain slave therein named,' was read the third time and 
passed. Ordered, that the title be 'an act to authorize Nicholas Pope 
to emancipate a certain slave therein named ;' and that the same be sent 
to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief of J ames Mix¬ 
on,' was read the third time and passed. 

Yeas 14 Nays 5 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Coats Hopkins Moore Smith 

Armstrong Crabb M'Camy Murphy Wood- 14. 

Casey Deveraux M'Vay Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Conner Metcalf Powell Sullivan- 5. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be 'an act to refund to J ames Mixon 
a sum of money improperly assessed and collected;' and that the same 
be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act giving execution for costs in 
the supreme court,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same 
be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 11, 1822. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Sullivan presented the petition of sundry lessees of college lands 
in Perry county ; which was read and referred to the committee on 
schools and colleges and school and college lands. 

Mr. M'Vay, from the committee on privileges and elections, to whom 
was referred the memorial of William Wingate, made the following re¬ 
port : The committee of privileges and elections, to whom was referred 
the petition of William Wingate, Esq. praying that the General Assem¬ 
bly would take his case into their consideration, and decide whether he 
is or is not entitled to a seat in the Senate, instead of John Murphy, Esq. 
returned as a senator from Monroe county, beg leave to report, that they 
have had the said petition, with its accompanying documents, together 
with such other evidence as it has been in their power to procure, under 
consideration, and recommend the adoption of the following resolution. 

'Resolved, that the Hon, J ohn Murphy, Senator from Monroe county is 
constitutionally and lawfully entitled to his in this house ;' which was con¬ 
curred in. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred 
the bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief of the Huntsville Bank,' 
reported the same with sundry amendments ; which were concurred in. 

Said bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Yeas 15 Nays 4. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President, Casey, Devereaux,M'Vay, Powell, 



Armstrong, Conner, Hopkins, Moore, Shackleford, 
Bibb, Crabb, M'Camy, Murphy, Smith- 15. 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Metcalf, Sullivan, Wood- 4. 

Ordered, that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives of 
the passage thereof, and desire their concurrence in the amendments 
made thereto. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred the bill to 
be entitled 'an act providing for the election of Sheriffs in certain cases, 
and for other purposes,' reported the same with sundry amendments ; 
which were concurred in. Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made 
the order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Sullivan obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
to prescribe the mode of certifying executions from justices of he peace 
from one county to another;' which was read the first time. Ordered, 
that said bill be made the order of the day for a second reading tomorrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to alter 
and extend the boundaries of Wilcox county,' was read the second time. 
Ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee on county boun¬ 
daries, to examine and report thereon. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act for the 
trial of the right of property taken by virtue of an execution or attach¬ 
ment and claimed by a person not a party to the suit. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to repeal in part the statute of limitations in 
criminal cases.' 

A bill to be entitled 'an act in relation to mortgaged property.' 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize a change of venue in chan¬ 
cery causes in certain cases.' 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to prevent Grand J urors from being re¬ 
quired to present every frivolous assault and battery case that may come 
within their knowledge ;' were severally rad the second time. Ordered, 
that said bills be referred to the committee on the judiciary to examine 
and report thereon. 

The Senate according to order, resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the bill to be entitled 'an act for the regulation of assessors and 
tax collectors, so far as relates to the payment of money,' Mr. Bibb in 
the chair, and after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
Mr. Bibb reported the same with sundry amendments, which were con¬ 
curred in. Ordered, that said bill be referred to the judiciary committee 
to examine and report thereon. 

Mr. Moore offered the following Resolution : Resolved, that the com¬ 
mittee on roads, bridges and ferries, be instructed to inquire into the ex¬ 
pediency of so amending the road laws in this state, as will prevent 
hands liable to work on public roads, from being apportioned to two 
overseers on the same road ; which was adopted : 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act de¬ 
claring certain roads therein named public roads, until otherwise direct¬ 
ed by law,' was read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the House 
of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to au¬ 
thorize David Peoples to continue a toll bridge erected over the Escam¬ 
bia Creek, in the county of Conecuh,' was read the third time and passed. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled ' to 
manumit a negro woman Margaret, and her children,' was read the third 
time and passed. Ordered, that the House of Representatives be in¬ 
formed of the passage of said bills. 
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An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act for the payment of J urors in 
the Circuit Courts of this state,' was read the third time. Mr. Sullivan 
moved to fill the blank in said bill with the words 'two dollars' which was 
decided in the affirmative. Mr. Sullivan offered the following amend¬ 
ment to said bill by way of rider; 'And be it further enacted, that in all 
civil cases where pleas are withdrawn, the jury shall receive the same 
compensation allowed in the first section of this act,' which was read 
three several times and adopted. Mr. M'Vay offered the following 
amendment to said bill, by way of rider, 'Provided, that nothing in this 
act shall be so construed as to exclude J urors from receiving one dollars 
each, per day, for each day they may attend to the duties assigned to them, 
and on the question being put on the adoption of said amendment, it was 
decided in the negative. Yeas 9. nays 10. The yeas and nays being 
desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Hopkins M'Vay Shackleford Wood— 9 

Bibb M'Camy Moore Smith. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Coats Crabb Metcalf Powell 

Casey Conner Devereux Murphy Sullivan- 10. 

Ordered, that said bill be laid on the table. 

An engrossed, bill, to be entitled ' to enforce the payment of mon¬ 
ies, collected by officer of courts,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be changed from that of 'a bill,' to that 
of 'an act,' and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for 
their concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the bill to be entitled ' to provide 
for the printing of the laws and journals, and for other purposes,' was 
taken up. Mr. Murphy moved to fill the blank in the first section of said 
bill, where it relates to the salary of the public printer with 'two thousand 
dollars,' which was decided in the negative. Yeas 9. Nays 10. The 
yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb Devereux Shackleford Sullivan- 9. 

Armstrong Casey Murphy Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Crabb M'Camy Metcalf Powell 

Conner Hopkins M'Vay Moore Wood- 10. 

Mr. Bibb moved to fill said blank with the words 'nineteen hundred 
dollars' which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 9 Nays 10. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Bibb Devereux Shackleford Sullivan- 9. 

Armstrong Casey Murphy Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Crabb M'Camy Metcalf Powell 

Conner Hopkins M'Vay Moore Wood- 10. 

Mr. Wood moved to fill said blank with 'eighteen hundred dollars,' 
which was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 15 Nays 4. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Coats Hopkins Moore Smith 

Armstrong Conner M'Camy Murphy Sullivan 
Bibb Devereux Metcalf Shackleford Wood- 15. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Crabb Powell M'Vay- 4. 



Mr. Shackleford moved to fill the second blank in said bill, where it 
relates to the penalty of the bond to be given by the printer, wit the 
words 'four thousand dollars,'which was decided in the affirmative. 



77 


Mr. Shackleford moved to fill the third blank in said bill, with the 
words 'ten days ;' which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Shackleford moved to fill the fourth blank in said bill, with the 
words 'twenty five days which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Wood moved to fill the fifth blank in said bill, with the words 'se¬ 
venty-five days which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to fill the sixth blank in said bill, with the words 
'thirty days which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following amendment to said bill by way of ri¬ 
der Provided, that nothing in this act contained, shall be so construed 
as to authorize the said printer to received the compensation herein allow¬ 
ed in case he fail to have the acts and journals distributed agreeable to 
the provisions of this act;' which was rejected. 

A Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Mead, a mem¬ 
ber thereof: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives, to inform your 
honorable body, that they have read a third time and passed, bills oriig- 
nating in your honourable body, of the following titles, to wit: 

An act to authorize Rosanna Lambkin and Elijah Hogan to convey to 
I saac J ackson a certain tract of land therein named ;' and 

'An act concerning inquiry of damages which latter they have amen¬ 
ded by adding a proviso, and an additional section : in which they desire 
your concurrence. 

0 motion the senate adjourned 'till 3 o'clock P.M. 

3 o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill, to be entitled 'an act 
to provide for printing the laws and journals, and for other purposes.' 

Ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee on the judiciary, 
to examine and report thereon. 

Mr. Wood obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
authorize ministers of the gospel to solemnize the rites of matrimony;' 
which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Ordered, that Mr. Coats be added to the committee on county bounda¬ 
ries. 

Mr. Sullivan moved to reconsider the vote of the senate on the passage 
of the bill, to be entitled 'an act to exempt the citizens of the town of 
Selma from working on public roads beyond the limits of said town;' 
which was decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered, that said bill lie on the table. 

On motion the Senate concurred in the amendments made by the 
House of Representatives to the bill, to be entitled 'an act concerning in¬ 
quiry of damages. 

Ordered, That the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Hopkins moved to reconsider the vote of the Senate on the third 
reading and passage of the bill from the House of Representatives, to be 
entitled 'an act to manumit a negro woman slave, Margaret and her chil¬ 
dren ;' which was decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered, that said bill be laid on the table. 

On motion of the Senate adjourned till to morrow morning 10 o'clock. 
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Thursday, Dec. 12, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred the 
bill, to be entitled 'an act for the trial of the right of property taken by 
virtue of an execution or attachment and claimed by a person not a part 
to the suit,' reported the same without amendment. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a third reading 
on to morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled 'an act to authorize a change of venue in chancery causes in cer¬ 
tain cases,' reported the same without amendment. 

Ordered, That said bill be engrossed, and made the order of the day for 
a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of the administrators of John Lucas, deceased, and the administrators of 
John Waugh, deceased, reported a bill to be entitled 'an act to authorize 
ths administrators of John Lucas, deceased, and the administrators of 
J ohn Waugh, deceased, to sell real estate ;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a third read¬ 
ing on tomorrow. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that said 
committee had examined the following acts, and found the same correctly 
enrolled, to wit: 

'An act to authorize the Governor of this state to remit all, or part of 
any forfeiture which has or may accrue to this state ;' 

'An act the better to secure debts upon writs of Error;' 

'An act to amend an act to appoint commissioners to lay out certain 
roads therein specified, and for other purposes ;' 

'An act to manumit certain slaves therein named;' 

'An act divorcing Nathan Briley from his wife Elizabeth Briley ;' 

'An act for the relief of J ohn P. Hickman and Richard Ellis ;' and 

'An act concerning the judges of the county courts ;' which were 
accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

Mr. Conner obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
to repeal all acts, or parts of acts, requiring an oath to be taken on re¬ 
ceiving a license, to retain spiritous liquors ;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled, 'an act to prescribe the mode of certifying execu¬ 
tions from justices of the peace, from one county to another;' and 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize ministers of the gospel to so¬ 
lemnize the rites of matrimony ;' were severally read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bills be committed to the committee on the judicia¬ 
ry, to examine and report thereon. 

Ordered, that Mr. Powell be added to the committee on the judiciary. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act providing for the election of 
sheriff in certain cases, and for other purposes,' was read the third time 
and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same 
be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported, that said 
committee had examined. 

'An act to authorize Rosanna Lampkin and Elijah Hogan to conver- 
to I saac J ackson a certain tract of land therein mentioned ;' and 
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'An act concerning intestates estates and found the same duly en¬ 
rolled which were accordingly singed by Mr. President. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, by Mr. 
Davis, a member thereof, informing the Senate, that they have read the 
third time and passed, a bill to be entitled 'an act to compel clerks of 
the circuit and county courts to give bond and security within the time 
therein prescribed in which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

Said bill was read the firs time. Ordered, That the same be made the 
ordered of the day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, the bill, to be entitled 'an act for the 
payment of J urors in the Circuit courts of this state,' was taken up : and 
on the question 'Shall said bill pass?' it was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 7. Nays 12. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Coats Devereux Sullivan- 7. 

Casey Conner Murphy 

Those who vote din the negative, are, 

Mr. President Hopkins Metcalf Shackleford 

Armstrong M'Camy Moore Smith 

Crabb M'Vay Powell Wood- 12. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the bill to be entitled 'an act to manu¬ 
mit a negro woman slave Margaret, and her children' was taken up. 

Mr. Armstrong offered an amendment to said bill by way of rider, 
which was read three several times and adopted. Said bill was then pas¬ 
sed as amended. Ordered, that the same be sent to the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives for their concurrence. 

On motion the senate adjourned till 3 o'clock. 

Evening- 3 o'clock. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following resolution : 'Resolution, that his Excellen¬ 
cy the Governor be requested to lay before the Senate, such information 
as may be in his possession, relative to the accounts between this state and 
the state of Mississippiwhich was adopted. 

Mr. Casey presented a communication from the Adjutant General ; 
which was read and referred to the military committee. 

Mr. Bibb obtained levy to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
lay a tax on all persons bringing negroes into this state for salve which 
was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on roads, bridges and ferries, reported 
a bill, to be entitled, 'an act to appoint commissioners to lay out two 
roads leading from the ford of Line creek ; the one to Coffeeville, the 
other to Tuskaloosa ;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Messrs. Gayle and Da¬ 
vis, members thereof. 

Mr. President an Gentlemen of the Senate: 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your honor¬ 
able body, that they have adopted the following Resolution : 'Resolved, 
that a message be sent to the Senate to inform them, that this house is 
now ready to receive them in order to go into the election of a Senator to 
the Congress of the United States to fill the vacancy of the Hon. J. W. 
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Walker, resigned, also, to elect a Senator to the Congress of the United 
States, for the ensuing six years after the 4th day of March, 1823. 

Whereupon, the members of the Senate repaired to the Representative 
chamber; and after having taken their seats, Mr. President arose and de¬ 
clared the object of the meeting — When both house proceeded to the 
election of Senator to the Congress of the United States, to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. J. W. Walker. 

John M'Kinley and William Kelly, esqs, in nomination : 

The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Kelly39. Mr. M'Kinley 38. 

Those who voted for Mr. Kelly, are, 

Mr. Casey Wood Fitzpatrick Hardwicke Skinner 

Coats Adams Farrar Jones Terrill 

Crabb Barclay Ford, Kennedy Thompson 

McCamy Bailey Gayle Merriwether Wallace 

Metcalf Crenshaw Harris, of B. Martin Winston 

Murphy Coleman Hunter, of C. Norwood Weissinger 

Smith Dulaney Hunter of T. Rutherford Williams-39. 

Sullivan Edmondson Hunt Rather 

For Mr. M'Kinley- 38. 

Mr. President Powell Durrett Harvey Pope 

Armstrong Shackleford Davis, Jackson Riviere 

Bibb Mr. Speaker Fitz Leake, Shortridge 

Conner Adair Fear, Mead, Sanders 

Devereux Abercrombie Harris, of W. Montgomery Taylor 

Hopkins Browne Hubbard, Morton Young- 38. 

Mc'Vay Browning Hallett, M'Clung 

Moore Clay Hill Oliver 

Mr. Kelly having a majority, Mr. Speaker declared him duly elected 
senator to the congress of the United States to supply the vacancy occa- 
soned by the resignation of the Hon. J. W. Walker. 

Both house the proceeded to the election of a Senator to the Con¬ 
gress of the United States for the ensuing six years, after the fourth day 
of March one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three: 

William Crawford, William R. King, William King, and John M'Kee 
esquires, in nomination: The votes stood thus:- 
Mr. Crawford- 32. 

Those who voted for Mr. Crawford, are, 

Mr. President Shackleford Browning Hubbard Pope 

Bibb Wood Clay Hunt Riviere 

Conner Mr. Speaker, Dulaney Halley Sanders 

Devereux Abercrombie Davis Mead Taylor- 32 

Hopkins Barclay Harris of W. M'Clung 

M'Vay Browne Hunter of C. Oliver 

For William R. King. 

Mr. Casey Sullivan Ford Norwood Wallace 

Coats Adair Hardwicke Rutherford Winston 

Metcalf Adams Harvey Rather Weissinger- 27. 

Moore Crenshaw Jones Skinner 

Murphy Coleman Kennedy Terrell 

Smith Fitzpatrick Merriwether Thompson 

For William King, 

Mr. Armstrong Crabb Gayle Harris, of B. Morton-5. 

For J ohn McKee. 



Mr. Powell Farrar Jackson Shortridge 

Durrett Hunter of T. Leake Williams 

Edmondson Hill, Martin Young- 12. 

Neither of the persons in nomination having a constitutional majority, 
both houses proceeded to vote a second time for a senator to the congress 
of the United States the same persons in nomination. 
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The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Crawford, 

Mr. President Shackleford Browning Hubbard Oliver 

Bibb Wood Clay Hunt Pope 

Conner Mr. Speaker Dulaney Hallett Riviere 

Devereux Abercrombie Davis Leake Sanders 

Hopkins Barclay Fearn Mead Taylor- 33. 

M'Camy Bailey Harris of W. Montgomery 

M'Vay Browne Hunter of C. M'Clung 
For William R. King, 

Mr. Casey Smith, Durrett Jones Skinner 

Coats Sullivan Fitzpatrick Kennedy Terrell 

Crabb Adair Farrar Merriwether Thompson 

Metcalf Adams Ford Norwood Wallace 

Moore Crenshaw Hardwicke Rutherford Winston 

Murphy Coleman Harvey Rather Weissinger- 30. 

For William King, 

Mr. Armstrong, Gayle Harris of B.Morton-4. 

For J ohn McKee, 

Mr. Powell Hunter of T. Jackson Shortridge Young-9 
Edmondson Hill Martin Williams 

Neither having a majority, both houses proceeded to vote a third time: 
William Crawford, William R. King and William King, in nomination, 

The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Crawford, 

Mr. President, Shackleford Browning Hubbard Oliver, 

Bibb, Wood- . Clay Huut Pope 

Conner, Mr. Speaker Dulaney Hallett Riviere 

Devereaux, Abercrombie Davis Leake Sanders 

Hopkins, Barclay Fearn Mead Taylor 

M'Camy, Bailey Harris, of W. Montgomery Young-34 

M'Vay, Browne Hunter, of C. M'Clung 

For Mr. William R. King, 

Mr. Casey, Smith Fitzpatrick J ackson Terrell 

Coats, Sullivan Farrar Kennedy Thompson 

Crabb, Mr. Adair Ford Merriwether Wallace 

Metcalf Adams Hunter of T. Norwood Winston 
Moore, Crenshaw Hardwicke Rutherford Williams 

Murphy Coleman Hill Harvey Rather Weissinger- 35. 

Powell Durrett, Jones Skinner 

For William King, 

Mr. Armstrong Gayle Morton, 

Edmondson Harris of B.Martin— 6. 

Neither of the persons in nomination having a constitutional majority, 

both houses proceeded to vote a fourth tie. 

The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Crawford, 

Mr. President Shackleford Browning Hubbard Oliver, 

Bibb Wood- Clay Hunt Pope 

Conner Mr. Speaker Dulaney Hallett Riviere 

Devereux Abercrombie Davis Leake Sanders 

Hopkins Barclay Fearn Mead Taylor 

M'Camy Bailey Harris of W. Montgomery Young-35 

M'Vay Browne Hunter of C. M'Clung 



For William R. King, 

Mr. Casey Sullivan Farrar Kennedy Wallace 

Coats Adair Ford Merriwether Winston 

Crabb Adams Hunter of T. Norwood Williams 

Metcalf Crenshaw Hardwicke Rutherford Weissinger- 36. 
Moore Coleman Hill, Rather 

Murphy Durrett Harvey Skinner 

Powell Edmondson Jones Terrell 
Smith Fitzpatrick J ackson Thompson 

L 
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For William King, 

Mr. Armstrong Gayle Harris of B. Martin-4. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number, both houses proceed¬ 
ed to vote the fifth time the same gentlemen in nomination. 

The votes stood thus: 

Mr. Crawford— 

Those who voted for Mr. Crawford, are, 

Mr. President Shackleford Browning Hunt Pope 

Bibb Wood Clay Hallett Riviere 

Conner Mr. Speaker Dulaney Leake Sanders 

Devereux Abercrombie Davis Mead Taylor 

Hopkins Barclay Fearn Montgomery Young-33. 

M'Camy Bailey Harris of W. McClung 

M'Vay Browne Hubbard Oliver 

For William R. King, 

Mr. Casey Sullivan Farrar Kennedy Wallace 

Coats Adair Ford Merriwether Winston 

Crabb Adams Hunter of T. Norwood Weissinger 

Metcalf Crenshaw Hardwicke Rutherford Williams- 36. 

Moore Coleman Hill Rather 

Murphy Durrett Harvey Skinner 

Powell Edmondson Jones Terrill 

Smith Fitzpatrick Jackson Thompson 

For William King, 

Mr. Armstrong Harris, of B. Martin 

Gayle Hunter, of C. Morton- 6. 

Neither having a constitutional majority— both houses proceeded to 
vote the sixth time -— the same gentlemen in nomination. 

The votes stood thus: 


For Mr. Crawford, 


Mr. President 

Shackleford 

Browning 

Hubbard, 

Oliver 

Bibb 

Wood 

Clay Hunt 

Pope 


Conner 

Mr. Speaker 

Dulaney 

Hallett, 

Riviere 

Devereux 

Abercrombie 

Davis 

Leake 

Sanders 

Hopkins 

Barclay 

Fearn Mead 

, Taylor 

McVay 

Bailey 

Harris of W. 

Montgomery 

Young- 

McCamy 

Browne 

Hunter of C. 

M'Clung 


For William R. King, 





Mr. Casey Sullivan, Farrar Kennedy Wallace 

Crabb Adair, Ford Merriwether Winston 

Coats Adams Hunter of T. Norwood Williams 

Metcalf Crenshaw Hardwicke Rutherford Weissinger- 36. 

Moore Coleman Hill Rather 

Murphy Durrett Harvey Skinner 

Powell Edmondson Jones Terrell 

Smith Fitzpatrick Jackson Thompson 

For William King, 

Mr. Armstrong Gayle Harris of B.Morton Martin-5 

Neither having a majority of the whole number of both houses, then 
proceeded to vote a seventh time : — 

William R. King and William Crawford in nomination, (the name of 
William King having been withdrawn.) 

Those who voted for William R. King, are, 

Mr. Casey Sullivan Farrar Jones Terrell 



Coats Mr. Adams Ford Jackson Thompson 

Crabb Adair Gayle Kennedy Wallace 

Metcalf Crenshaw Harris of B.Merriwether Winston 

Moore Coleman Hunter of Tusk. Norwood Williams 

Murphy Durrett Hardwicke Rutherford Weissinger- 38. 

Powell Edmondson Hill Rather 

Smith Fitzpatrick Harvey Skinner 
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Those who voted for Mr. Crawford , are, 

Mr. President Shackleford Browning Hubbard McClung 

Bibb Wood Clay Hunt Oliver 

Conner Mr. Speaker Dulaney Hallett Pope 

Devereux Abercrombie Davis Leake Riviere 

Hopkins Barclay Fearn Mead Sanders 

M'Camy Bailey Harris of W. Montgomery Taylor 

M'Vay Browne Hunter of C. Morton Young-35 

William R. King, esq. having a majority of both houses, Mr. Speaker 
declared him duly elected a senator to the Congress of the United States 
for the ensuing six years, after the fourth day of March 1823. 

The elections having been gone through, the senate withdrew and re¬ 
tired to their own chamber, and Mr. President resumed the chair. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till tomorrow morning, at 10 o'clock. 

Friday, December 13, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson their clerk: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate: 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
ourable body, that they have read a third time and passed, bills origina¬ 
ting in your honorable body, of the following titles, to wit: 

'An act to prevent frivolous and vexatious law suits ;' and 
'An act to prevent free negroes from retailing spirituous liquors, and for 
other purposes,' 'the latter of which they have amended by striking out 
the third and fourth sections thereof; and in which amendments they de¬ 
sire your concurrence. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the J udiciary committee, to whom was referred the 
bill to be entitled 'an act to repeal in part the statute of limitations in 
criminal cases,' reported the same with an amendment, which was con¬ 
curred in. Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a third 
reading on tomorrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred the bill to be 
entitled 'an act to prescribe the mode of certifying executions from jus¬ 
tices of the peace from one county to another,' reported the same with 
an amendment, which was concurred in. Ordered, that said bill be en¬ 
grossed, and made the order of the day for a third reading on tomorrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled an act to alter the mode of drawing grand and petit jurors.' re¬ 
ported the same with an amendment; which was concurred in. Ordered, 
that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for a third read¬ 
ing on tomorrow. 

Mr. Hopkins from said committee, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled 'an act in relation to mortgaged property,' reported the same 
with sundry amendments, which were concurred in. Ordered, that said 
bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for a third reading on 
tomorrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled 'an act to authorize ministers of the gospel to solemnize the rites 
of matrimony,' reported the following resolution : 'Resolved, that it is 
inexpedient to pass the bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize ministers 
of the gospel to solemnize the rites of matrimony.' Mr. Bibb moved 
that the Senate disagree to said report, which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Hopkins from the committee to whom was referred a bill to be 
entitled ' an act to prevent grand jurors from being required to present 
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every frivolous assault and battery case that may come within their 
knowledge,' reported the following resolution : Resolved, that it is inex¬ 
pedient to pass the bill, entitled 'an act to prevent grand jurors 
from being required to present every frivolous assault and battery case 
that may come within their knowledge.' Mr. Wood moved, that the sen¬ 
ate disagree to said report; which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that said 
committee had examined 'an act concerning enquiry of damages,' and 
found the same correctly enrolled ; which was accordingly signed by Mr. 
President. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to whom 
was referred the bill to be entitled ' an act for the relief of Robert Coyle.' 
reported that it is inexpedient to pass said bill. Ordered, that said re¬ 
port lie on the table. 

A message was received from the Governor byj. J. Pleasants, esquire, 
secretary of state, informing the senate, that he did on the 10th inst. ap¬ 
prove and sign, 'An act to prevent immoral and disorderly conduct at pla¬ 
ces of religious worship ;' which originated in this House. 

Mr. Hopkins from the Judiciary committee, to whom was referred, the 
bill, to be entitled 'an act to provide for printing the laws and journ¬ 
als, and for other purposes,' reported the same with sundry amendments 
which were concurred in. Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made 
the order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong obtained leave to introduce a resolution, which was read 
the first time. Ordered, that said resolution be made the order of the 
day for a second reading on to morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolution : 'Resolved, that his ex¬ 
cellency the Governor, be requested to communicate to the senate, such 
information as he may be in possession of in relation to the vacancy now 
existing for Major General of the 4th division of the militia of this state 
together with the cause of such vacancy ; which was adopted. 

Mr. Moore moved, that the senate disagree to the amendment made by 
the house of representatives, to the bill to be entitled 'an act to prevent 
free negroes from retailing spirituous liquors,' by striking out the third 
section thereof; which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Murphy moved, that the senate disagree to the amendment made 
by the house of representatives to said bill, by striking out the 4th section 
thereof; which was decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered, that the Secretary notify the House of Representatives thereof. 

Mr. Conner offered the following resolution : Resolved that the mili¬ 
tary committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of furnishing 
the militia officers of this state, with some guide of military discipline 
which was adopted. 

A bill from the house of representatives, to be entitled 'an act to com¬ 
pel clerks of the circuit and county courts to give bond and security with 
in the time therein prescribed,' was read the second time. Ordered, that 
said bill be made the order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to repeal all acts of parts of acts now in 
force in this state requiring an oath to be taken on receiving a license to 
retail spirituous,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill lie on the table. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the administrators of J ohn 
Lucas, and the administrators of John Waugh, deceased, to sell real estate, 
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was read a second time. Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made 
the order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to appoint commissioners to lay out two 
roads from the ford of Line-creek ; the one to Coffeeville ; the other to 
Tuskaloosa,' was read the second time. Ordered, that said bill be com¬ 
mitted to a committee of the whole house, and made the order of the day 
for Tuesday next. 

A bill , to be entitled 'an act to lay a tax on all persons bringing negroes 
into this state for sale,' was read the 2nd time. Ordered, that said bill be 
referred to the committee on the J udiciary to examine & report thereon. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act for 
the trial of the right of property taken by virtue of an execution or attach¬ 
ment, and claimed by any person not a party to the suit;' was read the third 
time and passed. 

Ordered, That the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled, 'an act to authorize a change of venue 
in chancery causes in certain cases,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same 
be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Mr. Casey offered the following resolution : 'Resolved, that the com¬ 
mittee appointed to divide the state into congressional districts be direct¬ 
ed to enquire into the expediency of causing the electors of President 
and Vice President hereafter, to be chosen by the qualified electors of this 
state, with leave to report by bill or otherwise ;' which was adopted. 

On motion, the senate adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Saturday, December 14. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on roads, bridges, and ferries, to whom 
was referred, the bill, to be entitled ' an act to establish a public road from 
Ditto's landing to Marston Mead's in Blount county,' reported that it is 
inexpedient to pass said bill. 

Ordered, that said report, together with the bill, be laid on the table. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred 
the bill, to be entitled 'an act to alter the times of holding courts in the 
first judicial circuit," reported the same with an amendment; which was 
concurred in. 

Ordered, that said bill be laid on the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Morton : 

Mr. President, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
orable body, that they concur in the amendments made by your honorable 
body, to the bill, entitled, 

' An act to manumit a negro woman slave Margaret, and her children.' 

They have also, read a third time and passed bills, originating in the 
House of Representatives, of the following titles, to wit: 

'An act to establish a turnpike road leading from Lawrence county to 
intersect the military road at Pikesville in Marion county ;' 

'An act supplementary to an act, entitled an act permanently to fix the 
seat of justice for the counties of Tuskaloosa and Perry, passed Novem¬ 
ber 27th 1821;' and 

'An act respecting recognizances,' In all of which they desire your 
concurrence. 

They have also, read a third time and passed a bill, originating in the 
House of Representatives, entitled. 
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'An act granting to J ohn Fowler the right of running a steam ferry¬ 
boat, and a row-boat or sail boat, between the city of Mobile and the town 
of Blakeley in which they desire your concurrence. 

The have also, read a third time and passed, a bill originating in your 
honorable body, entitled 'an act to establish a public road from the house 
of J ohn Gandie, in Morgan county, to Baltimore in Blount county to 
which they have made sundry amendments ; and in which they desire 
your concurrence. 

They have also, read a third time and passed a bill, originating in your 
honorable body, entitled 'an act to alter and amend an act, entitled an 
act to alter and extend the jurisdiction of the county court of Mobile 
county, passed the 17th December 1821;' which they have amended by 
adding a proviso at the end thereof; in which amendment they desire your 
concurrence. 

They have also, read the third time and passed, a bill, originating in 
your honorable body, entitled 'an act for the government of the port and 
harbour of Mobile and have amended the same by adding a proviso at 
the end thereof; in which amendment they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Hopkins from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred a bill, 
to be entitled ' an act to lay a tax on all persons bringing negroes into this 
state for sale,' reported that it is inexpedient to pass said bill. Ordered 
to be laid on the table. 

Mr. Powell obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
authorizing the sale of lots relinquished in the town of Cahawba under 
the act of the 21st of November 1821;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a third read¬ 
ing on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, the senate concurred in the amendments, 
made by the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled ' an act to es¬ 
tablish a public road from the house of John Gandie in Morgan County 
to Baltimore in Blount county;' 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the senate concurred in the amend¬ 
ments made by the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled 'an act 
extending the jurisdiction of the county court of Mobile county, passed 
17th December, 1821.' 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

On motion, the senate also concurred in the amendment made by the 
House of Representatives to the bill, entitled 'an act for the govern¬ 
ment of the Port and Harbour of Mobile.' 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled ' an act granting to 
J ohn Fowler the right of running a steam ferryboat, and a row-boat or 
sail boat between the city of Mobile and the town of Blakeley ;' 

'An act concerning recognizances ;' 

'An act to establish a turnpike road leading from Lawrence county to 
intersect the military road at Pikesville in Marion county ;' and 

'An act supplementary to an act permanently to fix the seat of justice 
for the counties of Tuskaloosa and Perry, passed 27th Nov. 1821 ;'were 
severally read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bills be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on Monday next. 

Resolutions instructing our Senators, and requesting our Representa- 
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tives in Congress to procure the passage of a law imposing a tonnage du¬ 
ty on all vessels coming into the port of Mobile,' were read the second 
time, amended, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on Mon¬ 
day next. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled ' an act to repeal 
in part the statute of limitations in criminal cases,' was read the third 
and passed. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to compel 
clerks of the circuit and county courts to give bond and security within 
the time therein prescribed,' was read the third time. 

Ordered, that said bill be laid on the table. 

An engrossed bill, entitled 'an act to prescribe the mode of certifying 
executions from justices of the peace from one county to another;' was 
read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title of said bill be as 
aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for 
their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, entitled ' an act in relation to mortgaged property ;' 
was read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title of said bill 
be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the House of Representa¬ 
tives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, entitled 'an act to authorize the administrators of 
John Lucas deceased, and the administrators of John Waugh, deceased, 
to sell real estate,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Mr. Moore from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that said 
committee had examined, 

'An act to authorize David Peoples to continue a toll bride erected 
over Escambia creek in the county of Conecuh ;' and 

'An act to amend an act incorporating the town of Erie,' and found the 
samd duly enrolled ; which were accordingly signed by Mr. President. 

An engrossed bill, entitled an act to alter the mode of drawing grand 
and petit jurors,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, entitled ' an act to provide for printing the laws and 
journals, and for other purposes,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, the bill to be entitled 'an act to repeal all 
acts or parts of acts now in force in this state requiring an oath to be ta¬ 
ken or receiving a license to retail spirituous liquors,' was taken up. 

Mr. Bibb moved, that the further consideration of said bill be indefi¬ 
nitely postponed ; and on the question being put, it was decided in the 
negative. 

Yeas 9 Nays 10. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Devereux Murphy Smith Wood- 9 

Casey Metcalf Powell Sullivan 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Coats Crabb M'Camy Moore 

Armstrong Conner Hopkins M'Vay Shackleford- 10. 
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The following communication was received from His Excellency the 
Governor, by J. J. Pleasants, esq. secretary of State. 

Executive Department, Dec. 13, 1822. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, 

I n compliance with the resolution of the senate, requesting me to lay 
before you, such information as I may possess relative to the accounts 
between this State and the State of Missisippi, I have the honor herewith 
to lay before you all the information in possession of this department of 
the subject. 

It will be seen by the concluding communication from the late Execu¬ 
tive of Mississippi, to the late acting Governor of this state, that terms 
were proposed as "a sine qua non to all further correspondence," which 
were at least unusual, if nor unprecedented, in the diplomatic intercourse 
between sister states ; and such, as in my opinion, required only a favora¬ 
ble occasion for being withdrawn by that government. This indeed ap¬ 
peared indispensable to the resumption of the correspondence on the 
part of this state, unless some further disposition of the subject were made 
by the legislature. 

Although no resolution was finally passed since the former correspon¬ 
dence, I have thought it proper to present the subject to the Executive 
of Mississippi in a letter of which I lay before you an extr act marked (X) 
to which no answer is yet received. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient, 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

Ordered, that said communication, together with the accompanying 
documents, be referred to a special committee. Whereupon Messrs. 

Murphy, Moore, and Hopkins, were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Coats offered the following resolution : 'Resolved, that the judicia¬ 
ry committee be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so altering 
the law as to authorize persons to prove their accounts for a larger sum 
than is now authorized by law, and report by bill or otherwise which 
was adopted. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till Monday morning 10 o'clock. 

Monday, 16th December, 1822. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Hazlegreen, 
in Madison county, praying the passage of a law authorizing a lottery 
for the purpose of building a masonic hall in said town ; which was read 
and referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Moore, Hopkins, 
and M'Vay. 

Mr. Moore also presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Lime¬ 
stone county, praying the incorporation of a company, to improve the 
navigation of Limestone river, in said county ; which was read and refer¬ 
red to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Moore, M'Camy and 
Powell. 

Mr. Murphy presented the petition of James Magoffin, Esquire, claim¬ 
ing a seat in the Senate, from the district formed of the counties of Wil¬ 
cox and Clarke, in the stead of Neal Smith, returned duly elected from 
said district; which was read and referred to the committee on privileges 
and elections. 

Mr. M'Camy presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of Jackson 
county, praying the general assembly to memorialize Congress upon the 
subject of Indian reserves in said county ; which was referred to a special 
committee, consisting of Messrs. M'Camy, Murphy and Hopkins. 
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Mr. Hopkins from the judiciary committee, who were instructed to 
prepare and report a bill, to establish and regulate justices courts, report¬ 
ed a bill, to be entitled 'an act to establish and regulate justices courts in 
this state which was read the first time. 

On motion, Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a 
second reading on to-morrow. 

A message was received from the Governor byj. J. Pleasants, Esq. 
secretary of state, informing the Senate, that he did on the 14th instant 
approve and sign, 'an act concerning intestates' estates ;' and 'an act to au¬ 
thorize Rosanna Lambkin and Elijah Hogan to convey to I saac J ackson, 
a certain tract of land therein named.' 

The following communication was also received from the Governor by 
J. J. Pleasants, Esq. secretary of state : 

Executive Department, Dec. 14, 1822. 

Gentlemen of the Senate:— I n compliance with the resolution of the 
Senate requesting information relative to the vacancy in the office of Ma¬ 
jor General of the 4th division of the militia of this state, together with 
the cause thereof, I have the honr to observe, that on my entrance into 
this department, I found the proceedings of a court marshal which had 
been held at Claiborne, for deciding a contested election for the officer al¬ 
luded to in the resolution of the Senate, in which the election was decid¬ 
ed to be illegal. These proceedings had been for some time before the 
late acting Executive and were left by him without being determined up¬ 
on. 

It may be therefore readily imagined, that the difficulties of the case 
which had so long suspended the decision of my predecessor and eventual¬ 
ly devolved upon me, would require from me much consideration. The 
result of the consideration was made known by the Executive General 
Order of the 20th December, 1821, heretofore published. By that or¬ 
der, it will appear that, among the causes for not approving the decision 
of the court was the ground that the Court was not constituted according 
to the statute under which it was authorized ; and thereofore, that its deci¬ 
sion was void. The general order before mentioned was directed to the 
Adjutant General to derect a general court matial to be holden in the 
manner prescribed by law, for making the decision ; leaving without re¬ 
striction, to that officer, the selection and detail of the members of the 
court. Such court has been holden and its proceedings and decision 
have been recently returned to this department. All the reflection has 
been given to the subject which a regard to other duties would permit. 

The result has been set forth in the general order of the 13th instant, 
which is prepared for publication, of which a copy is herewith accompa¬ 
nied. 

This explanation with the accompanying document will, it is presum¬ 
ed, furnish all the information requested by the Senate. The proceedings 
of the two courts martial though somewhat voluminous as well as all gen¬ 
eral and special orders respecting the same, will be furnished, should such 
be desired by the Senate. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient, 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

Ordered, that said communication together with the accompanying 
documents, be referred to the military committee. 

Mr. Sullivan the select committee, to whom was referred so much 
M 
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of the Governor's message as relates to the loan from the Tombeckbe 
bank, reported a resolution concerning the loan from the Tombeckbe 
bank which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said resolution be made the order of the day, for a second 
reading on to morrow. 

Mr. Sullivan, from the special committee, appointed to examine into 
the situation of the state arsenal and the public arms therein, reported 
that said committee have, according to order, performed that duty, and 
beg leave to report, that they find one hundred and thirty-five stand of 
arms and bayonets in order fit for use ; and thirty eight stand of arms and 
bayonets, in bad order, making a total of one hundred and seventy-three 
stand in the arsenal. Seventy stand of which are ordered by His Excel¬ 
lency to be sent to Fort Claiborne. The Quarter-master General infor¬ 
med your committee, that there were sixty stand of arms and bayonets in 
the hands of the Cahawba Guards. Those in bad order are among the 
number selected by the Quarter-master General to send to Fort Clai¬ 
borne. The arsenal is dry and in good order. 

They also report a resolution concerning the keeping in good order 
the public arms ; which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said resolution be made the order of the day for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong from the select committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of sundry inhabitants of Mobile, reported a bill, to be entitled 'an 
act to authorize the judge of the county court of Mobile county, to ap¬ 
point a public weigher for the city of Mobile ;' which was read the first 
time. Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day , for a second 
reading on to morrow. 

A Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Mead, a member 
thereof, informing the senate that they had read a third time and passed 

'An act to reduce the fees of certain officers therein named ; in which 
they desire the concurrence of the senate. 

Said bill was read the first time. 

Ordered, that the same be made the order of the day, for a third read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Crabb obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
amend an act, entitled an act appointing commissioners to lay out a road 
on, or near the dividing line between the counties of Madison and Lime¬ 
stone, passed at Cahawba the 30th November 1820 ;' which was read the 
first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Sullivan obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
to amend and reduce into one act the several acts concerning forcible en¬ 
tries and detainer;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to 
granting to J ohn Fowler the right of running a steam ferryboat, and a 
row boat or sail boat, between the city of Mobile and the town of Blake¬ 
ley,' was read the second time. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to strike out all of the fifth section of said bill 
after the word 'carrying' and insert the following 'any person or per¬ 
sons, good or chattels, free of ferriage, no charge in such case being 
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made either directly or indirectly by the party so transporting any person 
or persons, goods or chattels which was decided in the affirmative. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a third read¬ 
ing on tomorrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act con¬ 
cerning recognizances,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day, for a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

A bill, entitled 'an act to establish a Turnpike Road leading from 
Lawrence county to intersect the military road at Pikesville, in Marion 
county ;' was read a second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be committed to the committee on roads, bridges 
and ferries, to examine and report thereon. 

Mr. Moore offered the following resolution. Resolved, that the comp¬ 
troller of public accounts, be, and he is hereby requested to lay before 
the senate, a statement showing the amount of money which has been 
vested in the town council of Cahawba by the fourth section of an act 
authorizing the collection of toll, at the Cahawba bridge, passed on the 
16th day of J une, 1821, together with all the information in his posses¬ 
sion, relating to the rents of the ferries within the town of Cahawba ; and 
the rents of the reserved lands adjacent to said town, since the passage of 
said act;' which was adopted. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill , to be entitled ' an act to 
authorize J acob Dust to emancipate a female slave therein named ;' which 
was read the first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day, for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
to authorize the judge of the county court of Mobile county to take pos¬ 
session of the Spanish records ;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act perma¬ 
nently to fix the seat of justice for the counties of Tuskaloosa and Perry, 
passed 27th November 1821,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a third reading 
on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the sale of lots relinquished 
in the town of Cahawba, under an act of the 21st November 1821,' was 
read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be committed to a committee of the whole house 
and made the order of the day for Wednesday next. 

Engrossed resolutions instructing our Senators, and requesting our Rep¬ 
resentatives in Congress to procure the passage of a law imposing a tonn¬ 
age duty on all vessels coming into the port of Mobile,' was read the third 
time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title of said resolutions be as aforesaid, and that the 
same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Metcalf, the bill entitled, 'an act for the relief of 
Robert Goyle,' was taken up. 

Ordered, that said bill, together with the accompanying documents be 
recommitted to the committee on propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Shackleford, from the committee appointed to lay off the state in¬ 
to Congressional Districts made the following report. 
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"The committee appointed to lay off the state into Congressional Dis¬ 
tricts -report, that should the state be allowed three representatives un¬ 

der the conditional act of Congress, the following counties shall compose 
said districts: 

The first District to be composed of the counties of Madison, J ackson, 
Decatur, Limestone, Lauderdale, & Lawrence. The second district to be 
composed of the counties of Morgan, Franklin, Marion, Pickens, Tusca¬ 
loosa, Jefferson, Bibb, Autauga, Perry, Shelby, Greene, Blount and ST. 

Clair: And the third district to be composed of the counties of Mobile, 
Washington, Clarke, Monroe, Wilcox, Butler, Conecuh, Henry, Coving¬ 
ton, Pike, Montgomery, Dallas, Baldwin and Marengo. 

The committee further report, that should the state be allowed only 
two representatives, the following counties shall compose said districts— 

The first district to be composed of the counties of Madison, J ackson, De¬ 
catur, Limestone, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Morgan, Franklin, Marion, 

Pickens, J efferson, Blount and St. Clair: And the second district to be 
composed of the counties of Tuscaloosa, Bibb, Green, Perry, Shelby, 
Autauga, Marengo, Baldwin, Dallas, Montgomery, Henry, Covington, 

Pike, Conecuh, Butler, Wilcox, Monroe, Clarke , Washington, and Mobile. 

JACK SHACKLEFORD, Chairman. 

Ordered, that said report be laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, the bill to be entitled 'an act to compel clerks 
of the circuit and county courts to give bond and security within the time 
therein prescribed was taken up, and read the third time. 

Mr. Casey offered an amendment to said bill by way of rider, com¬ 
pelling sheriffs to give bond and security for the faithful performance of 
the duties of their office which was read three several times and adopted. 

Mr. Moore offered an additional section to said bill, by way of rider, 
which was read three several times and adopted. Said bill was then 
passed as amended. 

Ordered, that the Secretary notify the House of Representatives there¬ 
of, and desire their concurrence in the amendments made thereto. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Tuesday, December 17, 1822. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Casey presented the petition of sundry persons residing in the 
vicinity of Selma, praying to be exempted from working on roads and 
streets within the limits of said town. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, the bill, entitled 'an act to exempt the citi¬ 
zens of the town of Selma from working on public roads beyond the lim¬ 
its of said town ;' was taken up. 

Said bill was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

I n pursuance of an order of the Senate, Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary 
committee, reported a resolution proposing to the people of the state of 
Alabama, changes in the constitution of this state, therein mentioned ; 
which was read the first time. 

Ordered that said resolution be made the order of the day for a second 
reading on to morrow. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to whom 
was recommitted the bill, entitled 'an act for the relief of Robert Coyle, 
together with the accompanying documents, made a report recommend¬ 
ing the passage of said bill; which was concurred in. 
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Said bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Shackleford, from the committee appointed to lay off the state in¬ 
to Congressional Districts, to whom was referred a resolution instructing 
them to inquire into the expediency of altering te mode of electing elect¬ 
ors of President and Vice-President, reported, that it is unnecessary to 
pass any law on the subject at this time. 

And on the question being put on concurring in said report, it was de¬ 
cided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 14 Nays 5. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Crabb M'Vay Murphy Smith 

Armstrong Hopkins Metcalf Powell Wood- 14. 

Bibb M'Camy Moore Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Casey Conner Devereux Sullivan- 5. 

Mr. M'Vay presented the account of Richard B. Doyle, jailer of Lau¬ 
derdale county, against the state ; which was referred to the committee 
on accounts. 

Mr. Powell presented the account of William R. Colgin, against the 
state; which was referred to the committee on accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, the bill entitled 'an act to authorize Brice 
M. Garner to build a certain toll bridge therein named, was taken up. 

Mr. Hopkins moved, that the Senate disagree to the report made by 
the committee on roads, bridges and ferries, on said bill, which was de¬ 
cided in the affirmative. Said bill was then read the third time. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following amendment to said bill by way of rider, 
'Provided, that al bills on the Fayetteville Bank, in Tennessee, shall be 
negotiable at said bridge ;' which was rejected. The question was then 
put, Shall said bill pass? and decided in the negative. 

Mr. Moore obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act for 
the relief of the tax collectors of Limestone and Madison;' which was 
read the first time. Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day 
for a second reading on tomorrow. 

'Resolutions, concerning the keeping in good order the public arms 
were read the second time. Ordered, that said resolutions be referred 
to the military committee to examine and report thereon. 

'Resolutions concerning the loan from the Tombeckbe Bank,' were 
read the second time. Mr. Shackleford offered the following amend¬ 
ments to said resolutions: 'And be it further resolved, that when the said 
loan shall be effected, one half thereof shall be deposited in the State 
Treasury.' 

Mr. Moore offered the following proviso to said amendment: 'Provided, 
said loan shall not exceed the amount already made to the state, at any 
time hereafter;' which was rejected. The question was then put on the 
adoption of the amendment offered by Mr. Shackleford, and decided in 
the affirmative. Ordered, that the same be engrossed and made the 
order of the day for a third reading on Friday next. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to establish and regulate justices courts,' 
was read the second time. Ordered, that said bill be laid upon the table, 
and that forty copies thereof be printed. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to authorize the J udge of the county court 
of Mobile county, to appoint a public weigher for the city of Mobile,' 
was read the second time. Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and 



made the order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 
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A bill, entitled 'an act to reduce the fees of certain officers therein 
named,' was read the second time. Ordered, that said bill be laid upon 
the table. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to amend an act entitled an act appointing 
commissioners to lay out a road on, or near the dividing line between 
the counties of Madison and Limestone, passed at Cahawba, 30th No¬ 
vember 1820,' was read the second time. Ordered that said bill be en¬ 
grossed and made the order of the day for a third reading on tomorrow. 

A bill, to be entitled ' an act to amend and reduce into one, the several 
acts concerning forcible entries and detainers,' was read the second 
time. Ordered, that said bill be laid upon the table. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize J acob Dust to emancipate a 
female slave therein named,' was read the second time. Ordered that 
said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for a third reading 
on tomorrow, 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to authorize the judge of the county court 
of Mobile county, to take possession of the Spanish records,' was read 
the second time. Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order 
of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, the committee of the whole was discharged 
from the consideration of the bill, to be entitled 'an act to appoint com¬ 
missioners to lay out two roads from the ford of Line creek, the one to 
Coffeeville, the other to Tuskaloosa.' Mr. Casey moved to strike out 
all of the first section of said bill after the word "that" and insert the fol¬ 
lowing : 'John Hardy, Parson Davis, Henry Adams, Capt. Grumbles, and 
Lewis J ohnson, or a majority of them, be, and they are hereby, appoint¬ 
ed commissioners to view and mark out a way for a road from the town 
of Cahawba, to run the nearest and best way the county will admit of 
to Daniel Hardy's on Old town creek. That James Pinkston, William 
Bennett, Seymore Powell or a majority of them, be, and they are hereby, 
appointed commissioners to view and mark out a way for a road, to run 
the nearest and best way the country will admit of, from Daniel Hardy's 
on Old-town creek, to intersect the Federal road leading to Line creek, 
in Montgomery county.' 

"And that J ames Bell, Barney J ohnson, Matthew J ones, J ohn Kelly 
and J ohn Gayle, or a majority of them, be and they are hereby, appoint¬ 
ed commissioners to view and mark out a way for a road to run the near¬ 
est and best way the country will anmit of, to the county line of Dallas 
county, in the direction to Coffeeville. And that Alexander M'Leod, 

John Barner, William Taylor, John Heart, William Sillman, or a majori¬ 
ty of them be, and they are hereby , appointed commissioners to view and 
mark out a way for a road the nearest and best way the country will ad¬ 
mit of, from Coffeeville to intersect the road from the town of Cahawba 
to the county line west of Cahawba which was decided in the affirma¬ 
tive. 

Mr. Casey offered the following additional section as an amendment to 
said bill : — "And be it further enacted, That the commissioners appoint¬ 
ed by this act, shall, so soon as they shall have marked out the roads as¬ 
signed them, make report to the county court, who shall order the ap¬ 
portioned to apportion hands to cut out and keep in repair the said 
roads;' which was adopted. 

Mr. Shackleford moved to fill the blank in the second section with the 
names of "Joshua Hagerty, Benjamin Wilson, Robert Hill, Isaac Suttles, 
and Jesse Hill;" which was decided in the affirmative. 
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Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to the last section of said 
bill, "but that they shall receive such compensation from their counties 
respectively , as may be by the courts thereof, adjudged which was 
adopted. Ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a resolution for the relief of An¬ 
derson Crenshaw ; which was read the first time. Ordered, that said re¬ 
solution be made the order of the day for a second reading on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act supple¬ 
mentary to an act permanently to fix the seat of justice for the counties 
of Tuskaloosa and Perry, passed 27th November, 1821,'was read the 
third time and passed. Ordered, that the words 'so far as relates to Per¬ 
ry county,' be added to the title of said bill, and that the same be sent to 
the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act concerning 
recognizances,' was read the third time. Ordered, that said bill be laid 
on the table for the present. 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled 'an act granting 
to J ohn Fowler the right of running a steam ferry-boat, and a row-boat 
or sail boat, between the city of Mobile and the town of Blakeley ;' was 
read a third time. Mr. Casey moved to amend said bill by way of ri¬ 
der, by inserting after the words 'county court' wherever they occur in 
said bill, the words "and commissioners of the revenue and roads,' which 
was decided in the affirmative. Said bill was then passed as amended. 

Ordered that the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives 
thereof, and desire their concurrence in the amendments made thereto. 

Mr. Shackleford presented the memorial of the trustees of the Univer¬ 
sity of this state, recommending several sites as suitable places for the 
location of the University. Ordered, that said memorial be laid upon 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, the memorial of the trustees of the Universi¬ 
ty presented on a former day and laid on the table, was taken up and re¬ 
ferred to the committee on schools and colleges, and school and college 
lands. 

Ordered, that Messrs. Crabb and Armstrong be added to the commit¬ 
tee on schools and colleges, and school and college lands. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled 'an act to repeal all acts or parts of 
acts now in force in this state requiring an oath to be taken on receiv¬ 
ing a license to retail spirituous liquors,' was read the third time and pas¬ 
sed. Yeas 10 Nays 9. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Coats Crabb M'Camy Moore 

Armstrong Conner Hopkins M'VAy Shackleford- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Devereux Murphy Smith Wood- 9 

Casey Metcalf Powell Sullivan 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same 
be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Mr. Armstrong presented the petition of Edwin Lewis ; which was read 
and referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Armstrong, 

Bibb, Hopkins, Moore and Murphy. 

Mr. Shackleford, from the committee, appointed to lay off the state in¬ 
to congressional districts, reported a bill, to be entitled 'an act to divide 
the state into districts for electing Representatives to Congress ;' which 
was read the first time. 
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Ordered, that said bill be engrossed, and made the order of the day 
for a third reading on tomorrow. 

On motion, the senate adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Wednesday, December 18. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Murphy from the committee on schools and colleges and school 
and college lands to whom was committed the bill to be entitled 'an act 
for the payment of the commissioners of seminary lands in the county of 
Perry for the years 1821 and 1822,' reported the same with an amend¬ 
ment, which was concurred in. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Casey, from the committee on roads, bridges, and ferries to whom 
was referred a bill entitled ' An act to establish a turnpike road leading 
from Lawrence county to intersect the military road at Pikesville in Ma¬ 
rion county ;' reported the same with sundry amendments, which were 
concurred in. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Murphy from the committee on schools and colleges and school 
and college lands to whom was referred the petition of sundry inhabitants 
of Madison county, praying such alteration of the laws as may give to 
the inhabitants of the several townships in this state a more equal and 
impartial distribution of the funds arising from the 16 sections, reported 
that they have had the same under serious consideration ,and find that by 
the exiting laws, the agents are required to establish schools in the 
townships wherever the convenience of the inhabitants, and the equal 
and benificial distribution of the funds may require.— That the hardships 
which may occur, must result from the injudicious arrangements of the 
agents or from peculiar local circumstances which the agents are unable 
to control. In the one case the people have it in their own hands, be¬ 
cause they appoint their agents, and can change them, in the other, no 
legislative provision would probably be effectual. Your committee are 
therefore of opinion that the existing laws in the present situation of the 
country, are sufficient in the case. 

(Signed) J. MURPHY, Chairman. 

Mr. Moore moved, that the senate disagree to said report; which was 
decided in the negative. 

Mr. Murphy, from said committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of sundry inhabitants of Perry county, praying an extention of their leases 
made the following report. 

That they have had the same under consideration, and are of opinion 
that as any interference in the case on the part of the General Assembly 
would effect the rights of the township, arising under the lease taken by 
the parties, it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of the petitioner; which 
was concurred in. 

A Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Davis, a mem¬ 
ber thereof: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Senate, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives, to inform your 
honorable body, that they have read a third time and passed, bills and 
memorial originating in this house, of the following titles, to wit: 

'An act authorizing pay to the Trustees of the State University for 
their services ;' 
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' An act to raise a revenue for the support of Government for the year 
1823 and 

A memorial to the Congress of the United States, on the subject of 
treating with the Cherokee I ndians for a cession of a part of their terri¬ 
tory ;' in all of which they desire the concurrence of your honorable 
body, 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred 
a resolution of the senate, concerning stray laws, reported a bill, to be 
entitled 'an act amendatory of the laws, now in force concerning strays 
which was read the first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Hopkins, from said committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be 
entitled 'an act for the regulation of assessors and tax collectors so far as 
the same relates to the payment of money,' reported the same with sun¬ 
dry amendments, which were concurred in. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

A memorial from the House of Representatives, of the Legislature of 
the State of Alabama , to the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States, was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said memorial be made the order of the day for a second 
reading on tomorrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act au¬ 
thorizing pay to the Trustees of the State University for their services,' 
was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a second reading 
on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives , entitled 'an act to raise a 
revenue for the support of government for the year 1823,' was read the 
first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on tomorrow. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the bill to be entitled 'an act to alter 
the times of holding courts in the first judicial circuit,' was taken up. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for 
a third reading on tomorrow. 

Mr. Crabb obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
provide for compensating witnesses in criminal cases ;' which was read the 
first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a sec¬ 
ond reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an 
act for the more easy obtaining testimony ;' which was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

Mr. Powell offered the following resolution : 'Resolved, that the com¬ 
mittee on schools and colleges and school and college lands, be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of so altering the law providing for the ap¬ 
pointment of agents of the sixteenth sections in this state, as to authorize 
the agents thereof, to enter into bonds before, and be qualified by, justices 
of the peace in certain cases ; and to shorten their term of service ;' which 
was adopted. 

N 
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Mr. Murphy moved, that the bill, entitled 'an act to prevent frivolous 
and vexatious law suits,' be returned to the House of Representatives for 
correction : which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Casey obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
amend and repeal in part the several acts concerning roads &c.' which 
was read the first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day, for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Sullivan obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act in 
relation to the securities of sheriffs, clerks, and other officers ;' which was 
read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a second read¬ 
ing on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, the bill to be entitled, 'an act repealing an 
act making an appropriation to Col. Samuel Dale,' was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, Ordered, that said bill be committed to a 
special committee to examine and report thereon. 

Whereupon, Messrs. Crabb, M'Vay and Moore, were appointed. 

The following communication was received from His Excellency the 
Governor, by J. J. Pleasants, esq. secretary of State, which was read, 
and is as follows: 

Executive Department, Dec. 16, 1822. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, and of the House of Representatives, 

The act of Congress passed at the last session, providing for the pay¬ 
ment to this state of three per cent of the nett proceeds of sales of lands 
made since the first day of September 1819, directs that such payment, 
shall be made by the Secretary of the Treasury, from time to time, and 
whenever the quarterly accounts of the several land offices in the state 
shall be settled, to such person or persons as may or shall be authorized 
by the Legislature of the state to receive the same. 

To meet the provisions of the act of Congress, it will become neces¬ 
sary for the General Assembly to pass a law authorizing some person, or 
persons to receive this fund. I submit whether the State Treasurer may 
not be a suitable agent to be designated to that trust: being required to 
set it apart in the treasury, subject only, to specific appropriations, and 
those applicable only to the objects for which this fund was designed. 

The payment of this sum is subjected, by the act authorizing it, to a 
limitation which possibly may suspend it for some time : concerning the 
situation of which I hoped before this time to have been able to lay be¬ 
fore you the statement of the Treasury Department. 

The fund in question being applicable only to the making of public 
roads and improving internal navigation, a portion of it cannot be too 
early realized ; at no period can it be more needed than at the present. 
Several highly necessary leading roads were directed by the acts of last 
session, and the same policy of improving our land communications is 
observable at the present session also. It may likewise be remarked 
that a portion of an appropriation, payable out of this fund by the act of 
the 13th December, 1819, yet remains unexpended : this had been ap¬ 
plicable to the examination of certain rivers, and of communications by 
land between them. 

By the reports of the commissioners who have laid out certain state 
roads conformably to the law of last session, some appropriation will be 
necessary to open certain sections of those roads lying out of the reach 



99 


of settlements ; a comparatively small sum may answer this purpose, be¬ 
ing prudently employed in the hire of working hands by the month, 
under one or more judicious overseers. 

Connected with this subject, I would suggest, that it might very ma¬ 
terially aid in the improvement of our roads and navigation, if such pro¬ 
vision were made by law, whereby slaves illegally imported or otherwise 
introduced, should be employed in this species of services, under suitable 
agents, until otherwise disposed of according to law. 

I have the honor to be , your most obedient, 

ISRAEL PICKENS. 

Ordered, that said communication be referred to the select committee 
appointed on so much of the Governor's message as relates to the three 
per cent fund. 

Mr. President laid before the Senate the following communication from 
the Comptroller of Public accounts: 

Comptroller's Office, Dec. 18, 1822. 

Sir, I n obedience to a Resolution of the Senate, requesting the 
Comptroller of public accounts to lay before that body, a statement show¬ 
ing the amount of money which has been vested in the Town Council of 
Cahawba, by the fourth section of an act authorizing the collection of toll 
at the Cahawba bridge, passed the 16th day of J une 1821 together with 
all the information in his possession relating to the rents of the ferries 
within the town of Cahawba, and the rents of the reserved lands adjacent 
to said town, since the passage of said bill, I have the honor to state, that 
the rents transferred to the town council of Cahawba, from this office in 
pursuance of said act, amounted to $1404. The commissioners having 
made no returns of the rents of the ferries and reserved lands, since the 
passage of the act of J une 1821. I am not in possession of any informa¬ 
tion whatever in relation to those rents. 

I am very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) SAMUEL PICKENS, Comptroller. 

The Hon. Nl CHOLAS DAVIS, President of the Senate. 

Ordered, that said communication be laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Murphy, the bill to be entitled 'an act to amend an 
act passed Dec. 17, 1821,' was taken up. 

Said bill was then read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill, be 'an act to amend the act passed 
17th Dec. 1821, entitled an act to appoint commissioners to lay our cer¬ 
tain roads therein specified, and for other purposes,' and that the same 
be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Mr. Metcalf obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 'an act 
changing the name of Big-spring in Franklin county ;' which was read the 
first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be made the order of the day for a second 
reading on to-morrow. 

The senate according to order, resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, on the bill, to be entitled, 'an act authorizing the sale of lots re¬ 
linquished in the town of Cahawba, under an act of the 21st November 
182,' Mr. Moore in the chair; and, after some time spent in the consid¬ 
eration thereof, the committee rose, and Mr. Moore reported the same 
as amended ;' which report was concurred in. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 
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On motion the senate adjourned till 3 o'clock. 

Evening— 3 o'clock. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Resolutions proposing to the people of Alabama, changes in the consti¬ 
tution of this state therein mentioned, were read the second time. 

Ordered, that said resolutions be committed to a committee of the 
whole house, and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief of the tax collectors of 
Limestone and Madison,' was read the second time. 

Mr. McVay moved to amend said bill by inserting the word 'Lauder¬ 
dale' between the words 'Limestone and' in said bill; which motion was 
decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. McCamy offered an additional section as an amendment to said 
bill which was adopted. 

Mr. Moore offered an additional section as an amendment to the said 
bill ; which was adopted. 

Mr .Conner offered the following resolution : 'Resolved, by the Sen¬ 
ate that no new business shall be introduced in this House after the 21st 
instant. 

Mr. Smith moved to amend said resolution by adding the words 'of a 
private nature' at the end thereof; which was lost. 

The question was then put on the adoption of said resolution, and de¬ 
cided in the affirmative. 

A bill, to be entitled ' an act to divide the state into districts for elect¬ 
ing representatives to congress,' was read the second time. 

Mr. Powell moved to amend said bill, by striking out 'Pickens coun¬ 
ty' and inserting it after Tuskaloosa' in the 11th section of said bill so 
as to place said county in the southern district;' which was decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to amend said bill, by inserting the words 'to 
be called 'the northern district' after the words 'Lauderdale , Law¬ 
rence &c.' and by inserting the words 'to be called the middle dis¬ 
trict' after the words 'Perry, Greene, Marion &c.' and by inserting 
the words 'to be called the southern district 'after the words 'Mobile, 

Baldwin &c.' which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Moore moved to amend to said bill, by striking out 'Lawrence' 
from the northern district, and inserting 'Morgan and Blount,' in lieu 
thereof; which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Bibb moved to amend said bill, by transferring Autauga county to 
the Southern district, and Marengo to the middle district; which was de¬ 
cided in the negative. 

Yeas 6 Nays 12. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Devereux M'Vay 

Coats M'Camy Metcalf- 6. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb Murphy Smith 

Armstrong Hopkins Powell Sullivan 

Casey Moore Shackleford Wood- 12. 

Mr. Casey offered an amendment to the 11th section of said bill, by 
striking out all after the word 'who' and inserting the following, 'has 
not been a resident of the district months previous to his election ;' 
which was rejected. 
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Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled ' an act to authorize the judge of the 
county court of Mobile to take charge of the Spanish records,' was read 
the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled ' an act to authorize J acob Dust to e- 
mancipate a female negro slave therein named,' was read the third time 
and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to appoint commissioners to 
lay out two roads from the ford of Line-creek ; the one to Coffeeville ; 
the other to Tuscaloosa,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act authorizing the J udge of the 
county court of Mobile county, to appoint a public weigher for the city 
of Mobile,' was read a third time. 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to said bill, by way of 

rider: 

Provided that nothing in this act contained, shall be intended to force 
persons to have their cotton and other produce weighed by the aforesaid 
weigher, or have damages thereon assessed, unless they shall think prop¬ 
er so to do ;' which was read three several times and adopted. 

The bill was then passed. 

Ordered, That the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to amend an act, entitled an 
act appointing commissioners to lay out a road on, or near the dividing 
line between the counties of Madison and Limestone , passed at Cahawba 
the 30th November 1820 ;' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same 
be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

A resolution for the relief of Anderson Crenshaw, was read the second 
time, amended, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Thursday, Dec. 19, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Bibb, from the committee on propositions and grievances, to whom 
was referred the petition of sundry inhabitants of Butler county, pray¬ 
ing representation in the General Assembly of this state, reported, that no 
evidence has been laid before your committee showing that the popula¬ 
tion of said county was, at the time of taking the last census, equal to the 
ratio established by law, to give the right to a representative, they 
therefore, think it inexpedient to pass a law giving a representative to 
said county at present; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Wood from the committee on county boundaries to whom was re¬ 
ferred a bill, entitled 'an act to alter and extend the boundaries of Wil¬ 
cox county ;' reported the same without amendment. 

Ordered that said bill be recommitted to said committee. 
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Mr. Murphy obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
increase the compensation of certain commissioners appointed by an act 
entitled an act to appoint commissioners to lay out certain roads therein 
specified, and for other purposes,' passed 17th Dec. 1821. Ordered 
that the said bill, be read a third time tomorrow. 

Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Davis: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives, to 
inform your honourable body, that they have adopted the following resol¬ 
ution: 'Resolved, that with the concurrence of the Senate, the two hous¬ 
es will convene in the Representative Hall, on Friday next at the hour of 
4 o'clock, P.M. for the purpose of electing a Comptroller of Public Ac¬ 
counts and a State Treasurer.' I n which they desire the concurrence of 
your honourable body. 

Mr. Hopkins from the joint committee appointed to examine the man¬ 
uscript copy of the Digest of the laws of this state, compiled by the Hon. 
Harry Toulmin, made the following report: The joint committee of both 
houses, to whom was referred a joint resolution, directing them to examine 
the manuscript digest of the statute laws of this state, by Harry Toulmin, 
Esq. report: That they have read and examined the digest of the statute 
laws prepared by Harry Toulmin under an appointment of the last legis¬ 
lature, and find that the statute laws of this state are digested by him with 
accuracy, correctness, and with much ability ; the arrangement of the dif¬ 
ferent acts under their proper heads meets the approbation of your com¬ 
mittee : and they are of the opinion that the plan of the present digest is 
far superior to that of the late Mississippi digest now in use in this state, 
Convinced as your committee are, of the correctness and importance of 
the present work and that the public good loudly calls for a work of its 
character and description, and aware of the very great scarcity of the Mis¬ 
sissippi digest and that in many parts of our state it is almost impossible 
to know what the law is, your committee beg leave to report a bill con¬ 
cerning the said digest. The bill was read the first time. Ordered, to 
be read a second time on to morrow. 

Mr. Smith obtained leave to introduce a resolution for the encourage¬ 
ment of domestic manufactures. Ordered, that said resolution be read a 
second time on to morrow. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following resolution : Resolved that the commis¬ 
sioners of the land reserved for the town of Cahawba, be required to lay 
before the Senate, a statement of the amount paid, or now due for dg- 
ging down the ferry landing opposite first North and Arch streets in said 
town : which was adopted. 

Mr. M'Camy obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
the better to designate the line between the counties of J ackson and de- 
catur. Ordered, that the said bill be read the second time on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, the petition and report, made by the com¬ 
mittee on propositions and grievances on the case of Arnold Thomason 
and Austin Hood was taken up, and recommitted to said committee. 

Mr. Crabb, from the special committee to whom was referred the bill, 
to be entitled 'an act repealing an act making an appropriation to Colonel 
Samuel Dale ;' reported, That they have had the same under considera¬ 
tion, and after giving the subject that deliberation to which it is entitled 
from the meritorious services of the distinguished individual involved in 
it, your committee do not hesitate to say that they highly approve the 
grateful feelings expressed by the General Assembly to colonel Samuel 
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Dale, at their last session for the meritorious services rendered by him 
to this state in the early settlement of the country, at a time when the 
United States were engaged in a war with a merciless and savage enemy 
whose acknowledged mode of warfare consigns alike to the tomahawk 
and scalping knife the helpless and unoffending of all ages and sexes ; and 
whilst they acknowledge the claims of colonel Samuel Dale to the grati¬ 
tude and highest regard of the citizens of this state, your committee ap¬ 
preciate his exploits in the defence of his country, which for its galantry 
it was never probably surpassed, and which has already enlisted the can¬ 
vass and the pencil and at no distant day will brighten the page of Ame¬ 
rican history with acts of benevolence and patriotism which have never 
been surpassed in any age or country. 

Your committee are sensible that Col. Samuel Dale has just claims 
to the gratitude of his country from these and many other considera¬ 
tions, and your committee in recommending a repeal of the law which 
was passed the last session of the General Assembly , allowing a pension 
to Col. Samuel Dale are sensible of the difficulty which they have to 
escape the censure of ingratitude which has been too often a stigma on 
republics ; but they have to remark that it appears to your committee 
that no precedent is more dangerous in government than the establishing 
of a pension list, from the great number of indigent individuals who 
have distinguished themselves in this and many other state encouraged 
by the example, would it is believed, throw themselves upon the bounty 
of their respective State, and while it is acknowledged that none could 
be found whose services were more useful than Col. Samuel Dale's ; yet 
it is believed that many could be found whose pecuniary situation is 
more desperate, who are highly deserving, and to whom it would not be 
good policy to extend the like favors. The public is a treasure is a fund 
drawn alike from the poor and rich, and never was designed for charita¬ 
ble purposes ; and as this was a donation given without the request or 
solicitation of Col Samuel Dale, it is believed by your committee that 
it cannot be considered a reflection on the merits or worth of that dis¬ 
tinguished individual to withdraw it; as it is believed by your committee 
that the expression of the lively sense in which the services of Colonel 
Samuel Dale are held by his fellow citizens (which we are bound to say 
has not nor never can be diminished) is far more grateful to the feelings 
of this hero than any pecuniary reward which can be given. They 
therefore beg leave to report the bill as amended. The question was 
then put on concurring in the amendments made by the committee to 
the said bill, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Bibb moved, that the further consideration of said bill, be post¬ 
poned until the 1st day of J une next; which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 9 Nays 10. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Bibb Devereux Murphy Smith- 9. 

Armstrong Casey Hopkins Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Crabb M'Vay Moore Sullivan 

Conner M'Camy Metcalf Powell Wood- 10. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to strike out so much of the bill as proposes to 
repeal that part of the former law which allowed Col. Samuel Dale 
half the pay of a colonel in the United States army ; which was decided 
in the negative. Yeas 9- Nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
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Mr. President Bibb Devereux Murphy Smith-9. 

Armstrong Casey Hopkins Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Crabb M'Vay Moore Sullivan 

Conner M'Camy Metcalf Powell Wood-10. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their 

clerk: 

Mr. President— I am instructed to inform your honorable body that 
'an act to prevent frivilous and vexatious law suits,' has received no 
amendment in the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Sullivan obtained leave to introduce a resolution for the conven¬ 
ience of John A. Elmore. Ordered, That said resolution be read the 
second time on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported that said 
committee had examined. 

'An act for the trial of the right of property taken by virtue of an 
execution or attachment and claimed by a person not a party to the 
suit;' and 

'An act to manumit a negro woman slave Margaret, and her children 
& found the same correctly enrolled, which were signed by Mr. President. 

A bill, to be entitled ' an act amendatory of the laws now in force con¬ 
cerning strays,' was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, the bill to be entitled 'an act to amend and 
reduce into one act, the several acts concerning forcible entries detain¬ 
ers,' was taken up and referred to the judiciary committee. 

0 motion the senate adjourned 'till 3 o'clock P.M. 

3 o'clock, P.M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion the Senate concurred in the resolution of the House of 
Representatives, proposing to go into the election of a comptroller of 
public accounts, and a state treasurer on Friday next at 4 o'clock, P. M. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Crabb obtained leave to introduce a resolution, providing for the 
organization of the 39th regiment of Alabama militia. Ordered, That 
said resolution be read the second time on to-morrow. 

On Motion of Mr. Casey, the report of the Trustees of the State 
University, in regard to the location of the University was taken up, and 
ordered to be spread upon the J ournal, which is as follows : 

To the Honorable General Assembly of the State of Alabama, 

The Trustees of the University in compliance with the law requiring them 
to report a suitable place or places for the location of the institution, respect¬ 
fully report: 

That should the General Assembly consider it expedient to locate the Uni¬ 
versity in the Northen part of the State, the board consider Athens, or some 
place near it, in Limestone county, most suitable. 

That should the General Assembly consider it expedient to locate the insti¬ 
tution in the middle section of the State, the board conceive the following 
places most suitable, viz some point within Township 17 and Range 18 in 
Autauga county -— Wilson's Hill in Shelby county -— the place called Gages' in 
Perry county -— and some place near the town of Tuskaloosa. 

The board forbear to enter into a detail of facts to show how far each of 



the places recommended possesses the several requisites pointed out by the 
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act of assembly ; or the relative advantages of each. Though each of the places is 
known to some member of the board, there is none of them of which all the 
members by personal observation on the spot, and through the adjacent coun¬ 
try, have required such information as enables them distinctly to point out its 
several advantages as a site for the institution. They regret their inability to 
be further into the view of facts of this kind the less, because they presume, that 
from the members of your honorable body residing near the several sites re¬ 
commended, the General Assembly have sources of information probably 
more full and satisfactory than the board could afford by such examinations as, 
within any reasonable period, they would have it in their power to make. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by order of the board. 

Test, M. WILLIAMS, Sec. ISRAEL PICKENS , President 

A memorial of the Legislature of the State of Alabama to the Con¬ 
gress of the United States, was read the second time. 

Ordered, to be read the third time on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported, that said 
committee had examined. 

An act to establish a public road from the house of John Gandie, in 
Morgan county, to Baltimore in Blount county 

'An act to alter and amend an act extending the jurisdiction of the 
county court of Mobile county, passed 17th Dec. 1821,' and find the same 
correctly enrolled ; which were signed by Mr. President. 

A bill, entitled ' An act allowing pay to the Trustees of the State U- 
niversity for their services ;' was read the second time. 

Mr. Bibb moved to amend said bill, by striking out the first proviso in 
the second section thereof, where it provides that the trustees shall exhib¬ 
it an account of their necessary expenses to the board for allowance; 
which was decided in the affirmative. Yeas 14- Nays 3. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President, Coats Devereux Moore Smith 

Bibb Conner Hopkins Murphy Wood- 14. 

Casey Crabb M'Camy Powell 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Metcalf M'Vay Sullivan- 3. 

Ordered, to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Hardwicke: 

Mr. President, I am instructed by the House of Representatives to in¬ 
form your honorable body, that they concur in the amendments made by 
your honorable body, to the bill, entitled, 

An act to compel clerks of the circuit and county courts, and sheriffs 
to give bond and security within the time therein prescribed. 

They have also read a third time and passed, a bill to be entitled 'an 
act to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act supplementary to 
an act to establish a State University which originated in this house, and 
in which they desire the concurrence of your honorable body. 

They also concur in the amendments made by your honorable body to 
a bill, entitled ' an act granting to J ohn Fowler the right of running a 
steam ferryboat, and a row boat or sail boat, between the city of Mobile 
and town of Blakeley.' 

A bill from the House of Representatives, to be entitled 'an act to 
repeal in part and amend an act, entitled an act supplementary to an act 
to establish a State University,' was read the first time. 

Ordered, That said bill be read a second time on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act for the more easy obtaining of testimony,' 



was read the second time. 
0 
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Ordered, that said bill be engrossed and made the order of the day for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to amend and repeal in part the several 
acts concerning roads,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be committed to a committee of the whole, and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act relative to the securities of clerks, she¬ 
riffs & other officers' was read the second time, & amended, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to change the name of Big-spring in 
Franklin county,' was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading on tomorrow. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported, an act to 
prevent frivolous and vexatious lawsuits,' as correctly enrolled ; where¬ 
upon said bill was signed by Mr. President. 

On motion of Mr. Powell, the committee of the whole was discharged 
from the consideration of the resolution, proposing to the people of the 
state of Alabama, changes in the constitution of this state therein mention¬ 
ed. Mr. Powell then moved, that said resolution be laid upon the table: 
which was decided in the negative. Yeas 4- Nays 14. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey Murphy Powell Sullivan- 4. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Conner Hopkins Metcalf Smith, 

Bibb Crabb M'Camy Moore Wood- 14. 

Coats Devereux M'Vay Shackleford 

Mr. M'Vay moved to amend said resolutions by striking out the words 
'four years' where it is provided, that the senators shall serve for the 
term of four years, and inserting in lieu thereof, the words 'two years.' 

The question being put it was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 10 Nays 8. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey Crabb, M'Vay Powell Sullivan 

Conner Devereux, Metcalf Shackleford Wood- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Coats M'Camy Murphy 

Bibb, Hopkins Moore Smith- 8. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following amendment to said resolutions : 'And 
be it further resolved , that so much of the constitution as relates to the 
tenure of the office of the judges be so altered as to allow the Legislature 
the right of appointing them for a term of years not less than four instead 
of during good behaviour;' which was adopted. Yeas 11- Nays 7. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative , are, 
Mr. Bibb Conner M'Vay Sullivan 

Casey Devereux Metcalf Wood- 11 

Coats M'Camy Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Hopkins Murphy Shackleford- 7. 

Crabb Moore Powell 

Mr. Shackleford moved to strike out so much of said resolutions, as re¬ 
lates to the classification of the Senate ; which was carried. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following amendment to said resolutions, 'and 
each county shall be entitled to one Senator.' 

Mr. Casey moved to amend said amendment by the following : 'And 



provided also each county shall be entitled to at least one representative 
and more in proportion to the population which was lost. 
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Yeas 9— Nays 9. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative , are, 
Mr. Bibb Coats Devereux Smith Wood- 9. 

Casey Conner Metcalf Sullivan 

Those who voted in the negative , are, 

Mr. President Hopkins M'Vay Murphy Shackleford- 9. 

Crabb M'Camy Moore Powell 

The question was then put on the adoption of the amendment offered 
by Mr. Sullivan, and decided in the affirmative. Yeas 11- Nays 7. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr. Bibb Conner Metcalf Shackleford Sullivan 

Casey Coats Devereux Murphy Smith Wood- 11. 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Mr. President Hopkins M'Vay Powell- 7. 

Crabb M'Camy Moore 

Mr. Murphy moved, that the further consideration of said resolutions 
be indefinitely postponed; which was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 8 Nays 10 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Murphy Powell Smith 

Hopkins Moore Shackleford Sullivan- 8. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Coats Crabb M'Camy Metcalf 

Casey Conner Devereux M'Vay Wood- 10. 

A message form the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, heir 

clerk: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives to in¬ 
form your honorable body , that they have adopted the following resolu¬ 
tion, in which they desire your concurrence : Resolved, that the Senate 
and House of Representatives convene in the Representative Hall on 
Friday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M. for the purpose of selecting an eligible 
site for the University. 

The Senate adjourned till to morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Friday, December 20, 1922. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Davis: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives to 
inform your honorable body, that they have read a third time and pass¬ 
ed a bill, originating in this house, entitled 'an act for the emancipation 
of slaves ;' in which they desire your concurrence. They concur in the 
amendments made by your honorable body to the bill, entitled 'an act sup¬ 
plementary to an act entitled an act permanently to fix the seat of justice 
for the counties of Tuskaloosa and Perry, passed 27th November, 1821.' 

Mr. Moore, from the select committee, to whom was referred the pe¬ 
tition of the members of Washington Lodge, number twenty-three 
of Ancient Free Masons, reported, That it is unnecessary to pass any law 
on the subject, because the law passed at the last session of the General 
Assembly, grants all the powers prayed for in said petition to all the 
Lodges of Ancient Free Masons in the state ; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Shackleford moved that the further consideration of the resolu¬ 
tions proposing to the people of the state of Alabama, changes in the con¬ 
stitution of this state therein mentioned, be postponed until the first day 
of February next; which was decided in the affirmative. 

A bill from the House of Representatives , to be entitled 'an act to 



provide for the emancipation of slaves,' was read the first time. Ordered, 
to be read a second time on to morrow. 

Mr. Moore obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 'an act 
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concerning the Huntsville Masonic Lottery which was read the first time. 

Ordered, to be read a second time on to-morrow. 

The Senate according to order, resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, on the bill, entitled 'an act to raise a revenue for the support of 
Government for the year 1823,' Mr. Casey in the chair; and , after some 
time spent in the consideration thereof, the committee rose, and Mr. Ca¬ 
sey reported th same with sundry amendments ; which were concurred in. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following amendments to said bill : 'Provided 
that no lands sold by the United States subsequent to the 1st day ofJ an- 
uary 1818, shall be assessed or taxed for five years after the sale thereof. 

Ordered, that said bill, together with the amendment be laid on the 
table, until 3 o'clock. 

A bill, entitled 'an act to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an 
act supplementary to an act to establish a State University,' was read the 
second time. 

Ordered, to be committed to a committee of the whole and made the 
order of the day for 3 'clock this evening. 

A resolution for the encouragement of domestic manufactures was read 
the second time and amended. 

Ordered, to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to increase the compensation of certain 
commissioners appointed by an act entitled an act to appoint commis¬ 
sioners to lay out certain roads therein specified, and for other purposes 
passed 27th Dec. 1821 ;' was read the second time. 

Mr. M'Vay moved to amend said bill by striking out all that part which 
provides for an increase of the compensation of the commissioners 
which was lost. 

Mr. M'Vay then moved that the further consideration of said bill, be 
indefinitely postponed ; which was lost. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act the better to designate the line between 
the counties of J ackson and Decatur,' was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act concerning the printing, binding & disposing 
of the digest of the statute laws of this state,' was read the second time. 

Mr. Bibb offered the following amendment to said bill : "And be it fur¬ 
ther enacted, that an act to enable the people of the Alabama Territory to 
form a constitution and state government, and for the admission of such 
state into the Union, on an equal footing with the original states; the con¬ 
stitution of the United States ; of the State of Alabama, and the decla¬ 
ration of American Independence, be also printed and embodied in said 
Digest, which was adopted. 

Mr. Hopkins moved to strike out the word 'three' in the 5th section 
of said bill, and insert in lieu, the word 'two' so as to provide for the 
printing of two, instead of three thousand copies of the Digest; which was 
decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Powell moved to strike out the word 'bond' in the fifth section of 
said bill, where it requires justices of the peace on receiving a copy of the 
Digest, to execute a bond, and insert in lieu thereof, the word 'receipt,' 
which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Moore moved to amend said bill, by striking out the word, Feb¬ 
ruary' and inserting in lieu thereof, the word 'March,' where it requires 
the Governor to receive proposals for the printing of the Digest until the 
first day of February next; which was decided in the affirmative. 
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Yeas 16 Nays 3. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr President Conner M'Camy Murphy 

Armstrong Crabb M'Vay Powell 

Casey Devereux Metcalf Shackleford 
Coats Hopkins Moore Wood- 16. 

Those who voted in the negative , are 

Messrs. Bibb Smith Sullivan- 3. 

Mr. Smith offered the following amendment, 

'And be it further enacted, that the said Harry Toulmin be required to 
add to the said digest some of the most useful forms, such as he in his 
wisdom may think most advisable,' which was rejected. Ordered, that 
said bill be engrossed, for a third reading on to morrow. 

A resolution for the convenience of John A. Elmore, was read the 
second time; and Ordered, to be engrossed for a third reading on to¬ 
morrow. 

On motion the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M. 

3 o'clock P. M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, that the resolution of the House of 
Representatives proposing to go into the selection of an eligible site for 
the University this day at three o'clock P. M. be laid upon the table. 

On motion the bill to be entitled 'an act to raise a revenue for the 
support of government for the year 1823 was taken up. 

The question was put on the adoption of the amendment offered by 
Mr. M'Vay, and decided in the negative. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following amendment to said bill : 'And be it 
further enacted, That the assessor and tax collector in each and every 
county, in this state, shall receive per centum, for 

collecting and paying over the county tax to the county Treasurer.' 

Which was rejected. Yeas 3— Nays 16. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. Conner Shackleford Sullivan- 3. 

Those who voted in th negative are, 

Mr. President Coats M'Camy Murphy 

Armstrong Crabb M'Vay Powell 

Bibb Devereux Metcalf Smith 

Casey Hopkins Moore Wood- 16. 

Mr. M'Vay moved to strike out so much of the said bill as requires 
persons to give in their lands upon oath; which was lost. 

Ordered, that said bill be made the order of the day for a third reading 
on tomorrow. 

The Senate according to order, resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, on the bill to be entitled 'an act to amend and repeal in part the 
several acts concerning roads, Mr. Casey in the chair; and, after some 
time spent therein, the committee rose, and Mr. Casey reported the same 
as amended. 

Mr. Moore moved, that said bill and report be laid upon the table ; 
which was decided in the negative. Yeas 7. Nays 11. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. Hopkins Moore Shackleford Wood- 7. 

M'Camy Powell Sullivan 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Mr. President Casey Conner Devereux Metcalf 



Bibb 


Coats 


Crabb 


M'Vay Murphy Smith- 11. 
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On motion of Mr. Casey, Ordered, that said bill be referred to a 
select committee, consisting of Messrs. Casey, Moore, and Metcalf. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Messrs Harris and 
Davis: 

Mr. President, I am instructed by the House of Representatives to 
inform your honorable body, that they have adopted the following res¬ 
olution: Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate, informing 
them, that this house is now ready to receive them, in order to go into 
the election of a Comptroller of Public Accounts, and State Treasurer. 
Whereupon, the members of the Senate repaired to the Representatives 
Hall, and after having taken their seats, Mr. President arose and an¬ 
nounced the object of the meeting : when both houses proceeded to the 
election of Comptroller of public accounts. Samuel Pickens, Esquire, be¬ 
ing in nomination : Those who voted for Mr. Pickens, are, 

Mr. President Smith Durrett Hardwicke Pope 

Bibb Sullivan Davis Hill Rutherford 

Casey Wood Edmondson Harvey Riviere 

Coats Mr. Speaker Fitzpatrick J ones Rather 
Conner Adair Fitz Jackson Skinner 

Crabb Abercrombie Farrar Kennedy Shortridge 

Devereux Adams Fearn Leake Sanders 

Hopkins Barclay Ford Mead Taylor 

M'Camy Bailey Gayle Merriwether Terrell 

M'Vay Browne Harris of B.Montgomery Thompson 
Metcalf Browning Harris of W. Morton Wallace 

Moore Crenshaw Hunter of T. Martin Winston 

Murphy Clay Hunter of C. M'Clung Weissinger 

Powell Coleman Hubbard Norwood Williams 

Shackleford Dulaney Hallett Oliver Young-75. 

Mr. Pickens having a majority of the whole number, 

Mr. Speaker declared him duly elected Comptroller of public accounts, 
Both houses then proceeded to the election of a State Treasurer 
John C. Perry, Esquire, being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Perry , are, 

Mr. President Smith Durrett Hardwicke Pope 

Bibb Sullivan Davis Hill Riviere 

Casey Wood Edmondson Harvey Rutherford 

Coats Mr. Speaker Fitzpatrick J ones Rather 
Conner Adair Fitz Jackson Skinner 

Crabb Abercrombie Farrar Kennedy Shortridge 

Devereux Adams Fearn Leake Sanders 

Hopkins Browne Ford Mead Taylor 

M'Camy Barclay Gayle Merriwether Terrell 

M'Vay Bailey Harris of B.Montgomery Thompson 

Metcalf Browning Harris of W. Martin Wallace 

Moore Crenshaw Hunter of T. Morton Winston 
Murphy Coleman Hunter of C. M'Clung Weissinger 

Powell Clay Hubbard Norwood Williams 

Shackleford Dulaney Hallett Oliver Young-75. 

Mr. Perry having a majority of the whole number, Mr. Speaker an¬ 
nounced him duly elected Treasurer of the State of Alabama. 

The elections having been gone through, the Senate withdrew and 
retired to their own chamber, and Mr. President resumed the chair. 

The Senate according to order resolved itself into a committee of the 



whole, on the bill to be entitled 'an act to repeal in part and amend an 
act supplementary to an act to establish a State University,' Mr. Bibb 
in the chair, and after some time spent therein, the committee rose and 
Mr .Bibb reported that the committee had according to order, had said 
bill under consideration, but not having time to go through with the 
same, had instructed him to report progress and ask leave to sit again 
which was granted. 
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The Senate adjourned until 7 o'clock, P. M. 

7 o'clock, P. M. 

The Senate again met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole on the bill 
to be entitled 'an act to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act 
supplementary to an act to establish a State University,' Mr. Bibb in the 
chair; and after some time spent therein, the committee rose and Mr. 

Bibb reported the same with sundry amendments, which were concur¬ 
red in. 

Mr. Casey moved to strike out so much of said bill as provides for se¬ 
lecting a site for a female school at the same time of selecting the site 
for the principal university ; which was lost. 

Mr. Hopkins moved to amend the 8th section of said bill, by striking 
out all after the 3d word in the eighth line, and inserting in lieu thereof, 
the following : 'and remain a lien forever on the land sold, and upon the 
payment of the first, second , and third payments, with interest as afore¬ 
said, it shall be the duty of the said trustees to execute to the purchaser 
a lease for the land described in the certificate of purchase for the term 
of ninety-nine years, renewable forever, to bear interest on the residue 
of the purchase money at the rate of per centum per annum, 

conditioned to pay the interest annually ;' and also by striking out the 
11th and 12th sections thereof. And on the question being put, it was 
decided in the negative. Yeas 6- Nays 13. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Hopkins M'Vay Moore Smith- 6. 

Crabb 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Coats M'Camy Powell Wood- 13. 

Bibb Conner Metcalf Shackleford 

Casey Devereux Murphy Sullivan 

Mr. Hopkins then moved to strike out all of that part of said bill 
which vests in the trustees, a discretionary power, to invest one hundred 
thousand dollars of the university funds in the stock of the State Bank, 
should one be established, or in stock of the state, should any such be 
created ; which was decided in the negative. Yeas 6- Nays 13. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr. President Devereux Hopkins M'Vay Powell- 6. 

Bibb 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Conner Metcalf, Shackleford Wood- 13 

Casey Crabb Moore Smith 

Coats M'Camy Murphy Sullivan 

On motion, ordered, that said bill be read a third time on to-morrow. 

Mr. Moore, from the special committed, to whom was referred the pe¬ 
tition of sundry inhabitants of Limestone county reported a bill, to be 
entitled ' an act to incorporate the Limestone Navigation Company ;' 
which was read the first time, and ordered to be read second time on 
to-morrow. 

On motion, the senate adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Saturday, December 21, 1822. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Wood obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled 'an act to 
incorporate the town of J onesborough, in the county of J efferson ;' which 
was read the first time. On motion, the rule which requires all bills to 



be read on three several days was dispensed with, and said bill was read 
the second time. 
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Ordered, that said bill be engrossed for a third reading on Monday next 

Mr. Devereux obtained leave to introduce a bill to be entitled an act 
to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an act to regulate elections 
passed at Huntsville, 16th December 1819 which was read the first 
time. On motion, the rule which requires all bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and the said bill was read the 2d time. 

Ordered, that said bill be engrossed for a third reading on Monday next. 

Mr. Wood , from the committee on county boundaries to whom was 
referred the bill, entitled 'an act to alter and extend the boundaries of 
Wilcox county,' reported the same with amendments, which were con¬ 
curred in. 

Ordered, that said bill be read the third time on Monday next. 

Mr. President laid before the Senate the report of the commissioners 
of reserved lands adjoining the town of Cahawba ; which was read and 
referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Moore, M'Vay and 
Conner. Ordered, that Mr. Bibb be added to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, the bill from the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, entitled 'an act to repeal in part and amend an act entitled an 
act supplementary to an act to establish a State University,' was taken 
up. The bill was read the third time as amended. 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to the fourth section of 
said bill, by way of rider: 'Provided also, that the six additional trustees 
to be thus chosen, shall have no power to vote upon the subject of any 
appropriation of the funds to be employed for the buildings to be erected 
in pursuance of this act, until six months after the same shall have been 
commenced;' which was read three several times and adopted. 

Mr. Hopkins moved to fill the blank in the 17th section of said bill 
with the word 'twelve' where it provides for the establishment of three 
branches of the university for female education, to be governed by 
directors to be elected annually by the board of trustees. And on the 
question being put, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to fill the blank in the 17th section of said bill 
with the words 'one hundred thousand,' where it provides 'that 
dollars shall be appropriated by the trustees for the purpose of erecting 
buildings for the branches of said university for female education;' which 
was decided in the affirmative. The question was then put, shall the 
bill pass? and decided in the affirmative. Yeas 12- Nays 6 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr. President Conner M'Vay Shackleford Sullivan 

Armstrong Crabb Moore Smith Wood- 12. 

Bibb Hopkins 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Devereux M'Camy Metcalf Powell- 6. 

Coats 

Ordered, That the secretary notify the House of Representatives of 
the passage of said bill, and desire their concurrence in the amend¬ 
ments thereto. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Davis, a mem¬ 
ber thereof: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives to 
inform your honorable body that they have read the third time and pas¬ 
sed a bill, originating in your honorable body, entitled ' an act giving exe¬ 
cution for costs in the supreme court.' 
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They have also read a third time and passed a bill, originated in their 
House, of the following title, to wit: ' An act to appoint commissioners 
to lay out a road therein specified in which they desire your concur¬ 
rence. 

A Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Mead : 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives to 
inform your honorable body, that they have read a third time and passed 
a bill originating in your house, entitled 'an act to authorize fathers to 
devise the custody and tuition of their infant children,' and have amend¬ 
ed the same by striking out the word 'five' in the second section, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the word 'fifteen,' in which they desire your 
concurrence. 

A resolution providing for the organization of the 39th regiment of 
Alabama militia,' was read the second time, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading on Monday next. 

On motion, the bill entitled 'an act to raise a revenue for the support 
of government for the year 1823,' was taken up. The bill was then 
read the third time and passed. 

Yeas 15. Nays 1. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. President Coats Hopkins Metcalf Shackleford 

Bibb Conner M'Camy Moore Smith 

Casey Devereux M'Vay Powell Sullivan- 15 

Mr. Crabb voted in the negative. 

Mr. Moore moved to amend the title of said bill by striking out all 
after the word 'government,' and inserting in lieu thereof, the words 
until otherwise provided by law ;' which was adopted. Ordered, that 
the secretary inform the House of Representatives of the passage of 
said bill, and desire their concurrence in the amendments made thereto. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Rather. 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives to 
inform your honorable body, that they have read a third time and passed 
a bill, originating in your house, entitled 'an act to establish certain elec¬ 
tion precincts in the counties therein named ;' and have amended the 
same by adding several sections thereto, in which they desire your con¬ 
currence. 

They concur in the amendments made by your honorable body, to a 
bill entitled 'an act declaring certain roads therein named, public roads 
until otherwise directed by law.' 

They recede from their amendment to the bill, entitled 'an act to pre¬ 
vent free negroes and mulattoes from retailing spirituous liquors, and for 
other purposes,' by striking out the third section. 

They insist on their amendment to said bill by striking out the fourth 
section. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to appoint 
commissioners to lay out a road therein specified ;' was read the first time, 
and, 

Ordered, to read the second time on Monday next. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act authorizing pay to the trustees of the 
State University for their services,' was read the third time. 

Mr. Wood offered the following amendment to said bill, by way of ri¬ 
der : 'Provided however, that the said trustees who are members of the 
legislature , shall not receive any pay for their services as trustees, whilst 
P 
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they are in attendance as members of the legislature which was read 
three several times and adopted. The bill was then passed. 

Ordered, that the Secretary inform the House of Representatives and 
desire their concurrence therein. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to provide for the emancipation of slaves' 
was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be laid upon the table. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act concerning the Huntsville Masonic Lodge, 
was read the second time; and 

Ordered, to be enrossed for a third reading on Monday next. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to incorporate the Limestone navigation 
company,' was read the second time , and ordered to engrossed for a 
third reading on Monday next. 

A memorial from the Legislature of the State of Alabama to the Con¬ 
gress of the United States, upon the subject of a treaty with the Chero¬ 
kee nation of Indians, was read the third time and passed. 

A bill from the House of Representatives , entitled 'an act to estab¬ 
lish a turnpike road leading from Lawrence county to intersect the mil¬ 
itary road in Marion county,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act relative to the securities of 
clerks, sheriffs, and other officers ;' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Ordered, that the bill, to be entitled 'an act for the more easy obtain¬ 
ing of testimony,' be laid upon the table. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act amendatory to the laws now in 
force concerning strays,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Ordered, that the bill, to be entitled 'an act to repeal in part an act 
passed 15th Dec. 1821, concerning Samuel Dale,' be laid upon the table 
for the present. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled ' an act changing the name of Big 
Spring in Franklin county,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Ordered, that the engrossed resolutions concerning the loan from the 
Tombeckbe Bank, be laid upon the table. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to establish and regulate justices' courts 
in this state,' was taken up, and ordered to be committed to a committee 
of the whole on Monday next. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled 'an act to alter the times of holding 
courts in the first judicial circuit,'was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, the senate concurred in the amendment 
made by the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled 'an act to 
authorize fathers to devise the custody & tuition of their infant children.' 

On motion of Mr. Conner, the Senate concurred in the amendments 
made by the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled 'an act to es¬ 
tablish certain election precincts therein named.' 

On motion of Mr. Moore the senate receded from their disagreement 

the amendment made by the House of Representatives to the bill, en- 
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titled 'an act to prevent free negroes and mulattoes from retailing spi¬ 
rituous liquors and for other purposes,' by striking out the fourth section 
thereof. 

Mr. Hopkins presented the report of Harry Toulmin, esq. made in 
pursuance of a resolution of the last session of the General Assembly 
requiring him to report such defects and imperfections as he might dis¬ 
cover in the statute laws of this state. Laid upon the table. 

On motion the senate adjourned 'till 3 o'clock P.M. 

3 o'clock P. M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Ordered, that the resolutions for the relief of Anderson Crenshaw be 
referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Casey, Sullivan and 
Devereux. 

A Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Morton: 

Mr. President, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
orable body, that they concur in all the amendments made by your hon: 
body to a bill, entitled 'an act to repeal in part and to amend an act en¬ 
titled an act supplementary to an act to establish a State University. 

Also, the concur in amendments made by your honorable body to a bill 
entitled 'an act to repeal in part the statute of limitations in criminal cases.' 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act the better to designate the 
line between the counties of J ackson and Decatur,' was read the third 
time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be as aforesaid, and that the same 
be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Mr. Murphy obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act 
for the relief of certain persons therein named ;' which was read the first 
time, and ordered to be read the second time on Monday next. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act for the regulation of assessors 
and tax collectors, so far as relates to the payment of money was read 
the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be 'an act, &c.' 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to divide the state into districts 
for electing representatives to congress ;' was read the third; amended by 
way of rider; and the blanks filled. The question was then put, Shall 
the bill pass? and decided in the affirmative. Yeas 14- Nays 3. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Vay Murphy Sullivan 

Casey Hopkins Metcalf Powell Wood- 14. 

Conner M'Camy Moore Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Coats Devereux- 3. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson : 

Mr. President- I am instructed to inform your honourable body that 
the House of Representatives have read a third time and passed 'a me¬ 
morial to the Senate and House of Representative of the United States ; 
praying relief for the settlers in the counties of Jackson and Decatur;' in 
which they desire your concurrence. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Mead : 

Mr. President- I am instructed to inform you, that the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives have read the third time and passed, a bill originating in your 
honourable body of the following title, to wit: 'an act to provide for the 
printing the laws and journals of this state, and for other purposes.' Al¬ 
so, they have read the third time and passed, bills originating in the House 
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of Representatives, entitled, 'an act to authorize administrators to sell 
lands belonging to the estate of their intestate, to which a complete title 
has not been obtained 

'An act to authorize the J udge of the County court and commissioners 
of roads and revennn of Butler county to lay a county tax for the pur¬ 
poses therein named ;' in which they desire your concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief of the tax collec¬ 
tors of Madison and Limestone,' was read the third time. 

Mr. Coats offered the following amendment to said bill, by way of rider: 

'And be it further enacted, that the tax collector of Marengo county be 
allowed until the first day of March next, to complete his collection and 
pay over the balance due by said collector into the treasury.' Which 
was read three several times and adopted. 

The question was then put, Shall the bill pass? and decided in the 
affirmative. Yeas 12. Nays 6. The yeas and nays being called for 
those who voted in the affirmative , are, 

Mr. President Hopkins Metcalf Powell 

Coats M'Camy Moore Shackleford 

Crabb M'Vay Murphy Wood- 12. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Conner Smith 

Casey Devereux Sullivan- 6. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be 'an act for the relief of certain 
tax collectors therein named.' 

An engrossed bill to be entitled 'an act for the payment of the commis¬ 
sioners of seminary lands in the county of Perry, for the years 1821 and 
1822,' was read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title of 
said bill be 'an act to provide for the payment of the compensation allow¬ 
ed by law to the commissioners appointed to lease the lands belonging to 
the University of Alabama.' 

Ordered, that the bill to be entitled 'an act authorizing the sale of lots 
relinquished in the town of Cahawba, under the act of 21st Nov. 1821,' 
be laid upon the table. 

An engrossed resolution for the convenience of John A. Elmore, was 
read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title be 'a resolution for the relief J ohn A. Elmore,' 

Mr. Bibb obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act ap¬ 
pointing an agent to receive the three per cent fund;' which was read 
the first time, and Ordered, to be read the second time on Monday next. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the judiciary committee, to whom was referred a 
resolution instructing them to inquire into the expediency of passing a law 
to require sheriffs and constables to make all returns in civil cases to a 
justice of the peace residing within the captain's beat, where the debt was 
contracted, or where the defendant resides, reported a bill to be entitled 
'an act concerning sheriffs and constables ;' which was read the first time 
and Ordered, to be read the second time on Monday next. 

Mr. Casey obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be entitled 'an act to 
provide for drawing petit jurors to serve in the circuit courts of the coun¬ 
ty of Dallas ;' which was read the first time, and Ordered to be read the 
second time on Monday next. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, their 
clerk: Mr. President-— I am instructed by the House of Representatives, 
to inform your honourable body, that they have read a third time and 
passed a bill originating in this House, of the following title, to wit: 'an 
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act to amend an act entitled an to regulate the rate of interest, passed 
17th December, 1819 in which they desire your concurrence. The 
said bill was then read the first time, and ordered to be read a second 
time on Monday next. 

An engrossed resolution for the encouragement of domestic manufac¬ 
tures, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the bill, to be entitled 'an act to increase the compensa¬ 
tion of certain commissioners, appointed by an act entitled an act to ap¬ 
point commissioners to lay out certain roads therein specified, and for oth¬ 
er purposes, passed the seventeenth of December, 1821;' and the bill, to 
be entitled 'an act concerning the printing binding and disposal of the 
digest of the statutes laws of the state of Alabama be laid upon 
the table for the present. 

Mr. Murphy obtained leave to introduce a resolution requiring the 
secretary of the senate and clerk of the House of Representatives to 
make a complete index of the journals of the general assembly ; which 
was read the first time, and ordered to be read a second time on Mon¬ 
day next. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until Monday morning 10 o'clock. 

Monday, 23d. Dec. 1822. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, inform¬ 
ing the Senate, that they had read the third time and passed a bill which 
originated in this House, entitled 'an act providing for the election of 
sheriff in certain cases, and for other purposes.' 

Mr. Bibb from the committee of propositions and grievances, to whom 
was recommitted the petition of Austin Hood and Arnold Thomason, 
reported a bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief of Austin Hood and 
Arnold Thomason ;' which was read the first time. 

The rule which requires all bills to be read on three several days, was 
dispensed with, and said bill was read the second time. 

Ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Casey, from the select committee, to whom was referred the reso¬ 
lution for the relief of Anderson Crenshaw, reported the same with 
an amendment; which was concurred in. Ordered, that the resolution 
be engrossed for a third reading this evening. 

Mr. Casey, from the select committee, to whom was referred the bill, 
entitled 'an act to amend an act to repeal in part the several acts con¬ 
cerning roads &c.' reported the same as amended ; which was concurred 
in. Ordered, that the bill be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the select committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of sundry inhabitants of Mobile, reported a memorial to the 
Congress of the United States, upon the subject of the fortifications at 
Mobile Point and Dauphin Island ; which was read the first time. The rule 
which requires all memorials to be read on three several days, was dis¬ 
pensed with ; and the memorial was read the second time. 

Ordered to be engrossed, for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A message was received from the Governor, byj. J. Pleasants, esquire, 
secretary of state, that he did on the 11th inst. approve and sign, 'an act 
concerning inquiry of damages ;' which originated in this House. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to authorize 
administrators to sell land belonging to the estate of their intestates, to 
which a complete title has not been obtained,' was read the first time. 

The rule which requires all bills to be read on three several days , was 
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dispensed with ; and said bill was read the second time. Ordered to be 
read the third time on to-morrow. 

A memorial, from the House of Representatives, to the Congress of 
the United States, was read the first time. The rule which requires all 
memorials to be read on three several days, was dispensed with ; and said 
memorial was read the second time. Ordered that said memorial be 
referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Moore, M'Camy 
and Bibb. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to authorize 
the judge of the county court, and the commissioners of the roads and 
revenue of Butler county, to levy a county tax, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned,' was read the first time. The rule which requires all 
bills to be read on three several days, was dispensed with ; and said bill 
was read the second time. Ordered, that said bill be read the third time 
on to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Morton: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives to 
inform your honourble body, that they have adopted the following reso¬ 
lution ; in which they desire your concurrence. 

'Resolved, That the Senate be requested to assemble in the Represen¬ 
tative Hall on to-morrow, at the hour of 4 o'clock, P. M. for the purpose 
of locating the State University ; also the female branches of said insti¬ 
tution.' 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to incorporate the Limestone 
Navigation Company,' was read the third time, amended and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be 'an act &c.' and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Mr. Casey moved, that the further consideration of the resolution from 
the House of Representatives, inviting the senate to convene in the Rep¬ 
resentatives' hall on to-morrow at 4 o'clock P. M. for the purpose of lo¬ 
cating the State University, and also the female branches of said institu¬ 
tion, be postponed until the first day of the session of the next General 
Assembly ; which was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 11 - Nays 8. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Conner Murphy Smith 

Casey Devereux Powell Wood- 11. 

Coats Metcalf Sullivan 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Moore 

Armstrong Hopkins M'Vay Shackleford— 8. 

On motion the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 

3 o'clock P. M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

An engrossed resolution for the relief of Anderson Crenshaw, was read 
the third time and passed. 

Yeas 12 Nays 5. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Casey Hopkins Shackleford 

Armstrong Conner Murphy Smith 

Bibb Devereux Powell Sullivan- 12. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats M'Vay Metcalf Moore Wood- 5 

Ordered, that the title of said resolution be as aforesaid ; and that the 



same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 
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A bill, to be entitled 'an act to appoint commissioners to lay out a 
certain road therein specified,' was read the second time ; and ordered to 
be read a third time on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of Edwin Lewis, made a report adverse to the prayer of the pe- 
tioner; which was concurred in. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act for the relief certain persons therein nam¬ 
ed' was read the second time ; and ordered to be engrossed, for a third 
reading on to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Morton : 

Mr. President— 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives, to inform your honor¬ 
able body, that they have read the third time and passed a resolution, o- 
riginating in your honourable body, extending time to J ohn Byler and his 
associates to open and finish a road therein named ; which they have a- 
mended ; in which amendments they desire your concurrence. 

They concur in the amendments made by your honourable body to 
the bill, entitled ' an act for the relief the Huntsville Bank.' 

They have, also, read a third time and passed, a bill originating in your 
honorable body entitled 'an act to continue in force and amend an act 
entitled an act to repeal in part and amend an act, entitled an act to reg¬ 
ulate the proceedings in the courts of law and equity in this state and for 
other purposes therein mentioned ;' and have amended the same by add¬ 
ing several sections thereto ; in which amendments they desire your con¬ 
currence. 

A bill, to be entitled ' an act appointing an agent to receive the three 
per cent,' was read the second time ; and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

Ordered, that the senate concur in the amendments made by the House 
of Representatives to the 'Resolutions extending time to J ohn Byler 
and his associates to open and finish a road therein named. 

Mr. Wood, from the committee on county boundaries, reported a 're¬ 
solution requesting the Governor to procure a correct map of this state ;' 
which was read the first and second times ; and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Powell offered the following resolution: 

'Resolved, that with the concurrence of the House of Representatives, 
the members of both branches of the Legislature will convence in the 
Representatives' Hall, on Tuesday the 24th inst. at 7 o'clock P. M. for 
the purpose of electing a State Printer, for the ensuing year;' which was 
adopted. 

Ordered, that the secretary acquaint the House of Representatives 
thereof. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act concerning sheriffs and constables, was 
read the second time. 

Mr. Armstrong moved, that the further consideration of said bill be 
indefinitely postponed ; which was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 11 Nays 7. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Hopkins Moore, Powell Smith 

Armstrong M'Camy Murphy Shackleford Sullivan- 11. 

Coats, 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Conner M'Vay Metcalf Wood- 7. 



Casey 


Devereux 
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Message from the House of Representatives, by Messrs. M'Clung and 
Abercrombie: 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives to 
inform your honorable body, that they have adopted the following reso¬ 
lution ; in which they desire your concurrence : 

'Resolved That the Senate and House of Representatives convene in 
the chamber of the House of Representatives, at 4 o'clock to morrow 
evening, for the purpose of selecting a site for the location of the State 
University.' 

They have also read a third time and passed, a memorial originating 
in this house, to the Congress of the United States to procure further 
relief to the purchasers of public lands in this state ; in which they desire 
your concurrence. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson : 

Mr. President- I am instructed by the House of Representatives, to 
inform your honorable body, that they have concurred in the amendments 
made by your honorable body to a bill, entitled 'an act authorizing pay 
to the trustees of the State University for their services.' 

They have read a third time and passed a bill originating in this House, 
entitled 'an act to provide for paying for the public buildings of Law¬ 
rence county in which they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Moore offered the following amendment to the amendment made 
by the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled 'an act to continue 
in force and amend an act, entitled 'an act to repeal in part and amend 
an act entitled an act to regulate the proceedings in the courts of law 
and equity in this state, and for other purposes therein mentioned :' 

'And be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force, from and 
after the fourth day of J anuary next; and continue in force until the first 
day of J anuary, eighteen hundred and twenty-six, at which time it shall 
expire which was rejected. Yeas 8- Nays 11. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative , are 
Mr. Bibb Devereux Metcalf Powell 

Conner M'Camy Moore Smith- 8. 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Mr. President Casey Coats Hopkins Murphy Sullivan 

Armstrong Crabb M'Vay Shackleford Wood- 11. 

Ordered, that the Senate concur in the amendments made by the house 
of Representatives to said bill. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to provide for drawing petit jurors 
to serve in the circuit courts of the county of Dallas,' was read the se¬ 
cond time; and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

Mr. Armstrong moved, that the resolution from the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives , inviting the Senate to convene in the Representative Hall on 
to-morrow at 4 o'clock, for the purpose of selecting a site for the loca¬ 
tion of the University, be laid upon the table. And on the question be¬ 
ing put, it was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 15 Nays 4. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Coats Devereux M'Vay Powell 

Armstrong Conner Hopkins Moore Shackleford 

Casey Crabb M'Camy Murphy Sullivan- 15. 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Mr Bibb Metcalf Smith Wood- 4. 
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A bill, to be entitled ' an act to provide for paying for the public build¬ 
ings in Lawrence county,' was read the first time. 

On motion, the rule which requires all bills to be read on three seve¬ 
ral days, was dispensed with ; and said bill was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be read the third time on to-morrow. 

A memorial from the House of Representatives, to the Congress of the 
United States, to procure further relief to the purchasers of public lands 
in this state ; was read the first time. 

The rule which requires all memorials to be read on three several days, 
was dispensed with, and said memorial was read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be read the third time on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, the bill, to be entitled 'an act to repeal in 
part an act, passed 15th December 1821, concerning Col. Samuel Dale,' 
was taken up. 

The bill was then passed. 

Yeas 10 Nays 9. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Coats Crabb M'Vay Moore Sullivan 

Conner M'Camy Metcalf Powell Wood- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb Devereux Murphy Smith- 9. 

Armstrong Casey Hopkins Shackleford 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be 'an act &c.' and that the same 
be be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

A bill to be entitled 'an act to amend an act to regulate the rate of 
interest, passed 17th December 1819,' was read the second time ; and or¬ 
dered to be read the third time on to-morrow. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Messrs. Mead and 

Adair. 

Mr. President, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your honor¬ 
able body, that they have read the third time and passed, a bill originat¬ 
ing in their house, entitled 'an act to define and make plain the western 
boundary line of Blount county. 

In which they desire your concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to incorporate the town of 
J onesborough in J efferson county,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be 'an act &c.' and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

A bill, to be entitled 'an act to define and make plain the western 
boundary line of Blount county,' was read the first time. 

Ordered, that said bill be read the second time on to-morrow. 

Mr. Murphy, from the committee on Schools and Colleges, and School 
and College lands, to whom was referred a resolution of the senate, re¬ 
ported a bill, to be entitled 'an act to alter the mode of giving bonds 
and security, and taking the oath of office by the agents of the sixteenth 
sections ;' which was red the first time. 

The rule which requires all bills &c. to be read on three several days, 
was dispensed with, and said bill was read the second time. 

Ordered, that the resolution be engrossed for a third reading on to-mor¬ 
row. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Q 



122 

Tuesday, Dec. 24, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported, as correct¬ 
ly enrolled : 

'An act to establish certain election precincts in the counties therein 
named 

'An act to prevent free negroes and mulattoes from retailing spiritous 
liquors;' 

'An act giving execution for costs in the supreme court;' 

'An act to provide for the printing of the laws and journals, and for 
other purposes;' 

'An act to continue in force and amend an act entitled an act to repeal 
in part and amend an act, entitled an act to regulate the proceedings in 
the courts of law and equity in this state, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned ;' 

'An act to repeal in part and to amend an act entitled an act supple- 
plementary to an act to establish a State University ;' 

'An act supplementary to an act entitled an act permanently to fix the 
seat of justice for the counties ofTuskaloosa and Perry, passed 27th No¬ 
vember, 1821, so far as relates to Perry county ;' 

'An act for the relief of Robert Coyle ;' 

'An act to compel clerks of the Circuit and County Courts, and She¬ 
riffs, to give bond and security within the time therein prescribed ;' 

An act to exempt the citizens of the town of Selma from working on 
roads beyond the limits of said town ;' 

'An act to repeal in part the statute of limitations in criminal cases ;' 

'An act for the relief of the Huntsville Bank ;' and 

'An act declaring certain roads therein named public roads, until oth¬ 
erwise directed by law ;' which were signed by Mr. President. 

Mr. Moore, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
memorial to the Congress of the United States, reported the same as 
amended; which was concurred in. Ordered to be read the third time 
on Thursday next. 

Mr. Conner offered the following resolution: 'Resolved by the Senate, 
that with the concurrence of the House of Representatives , the Senate 
will assemble in the Representatives' Hall to-day at 7 o'clock for the 
purpose of electing county court judges ; which was adopted. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A resolution requiring the secretary of the Senate and clerk of the 
House of Representatives, to make a complete index to the J ournals of 
the General Assembly, was read the second time, and ordered to be en¬ 
grossed for a third reading on Thursday next. 

A bill, to be entitled ' an act to define and make plain the western 
boundary line of Blount county,' was read the second time, and ordered 
to be read the third time on Thursday next. 

Mr. Wood, from the committee on county boundaries, to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry persons, praying the establishment of a 
new county, reported a resolution defining more particularly the boun¬ 
daries of certain counties therein named ; which was read the 1st time. 

The rule which requires all joint resolution was read on three sev¬ 
eral days was dispensed with, and said resolution was read the second 
time and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on Thursday next. 

The Senate according to order, resolved itself into a committee of 
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the whole, on the bill to be entitled 'an act to establish and regulate 
justices' courts in this state, Mr. Casey in the chair; and, after some time 
spent therein, the committee rose, and Mr. Casey reported, that the 
committee, had instructed him to report progress and ask leave to sit 
again ; which was refused. 

Mr. Armstrong moved, that the further consideration of said bill, be 
postponed until the first day of the next session of the General Assem¬ 
bly ; which was lost. 

Yeas 9 Nays 10. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Bibb Hopkins Moore Smith- 9. 

Armstrong Coats M'Camy Murphy 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Crabb M'Vay Powell Sullivan 

Conner Devereux Metcalf Shackleford Wood- 10. 

Mr. M'Vay moved, that said bill be laid upon the table; which was 
carried. Yeas 10- Nays 9. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Bibb Hopkins M'Vay Murphy 

Armstrong Coats M'Camy Moore Smith- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Crabb Metcalf Shackleford Wood- 9. 

Conner Devereux Powell Sullivan 

Mr. Shackleford offered the following resolution: 'Resolved, that when 
this house adjourns to-day, it stands adjourned until Thursday the 26th 
inst.' which was laid upon the table. 

An engrossed resolution, providing for the organization of the 29th 
regiment of Alabama militia, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to 
the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act for the more easy obtaining of 
testimony,' was read the third time; and on the question being put, shall 
the bill pass? it was decided in the negative. 

Engrossed resolutions concerning the loan from the Tombeckbe Bank, 
were read the third time and passed. 

The yeas & nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr. Casey Conner Devereux Murphy Sullivan 

Coats Crabb Metcalf Smith Wood- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative , are, 

Mr. President Bibb M'Camy Moore Shackleford- 9. 

Armstrong Hopkins M'Vay Powell 

Ordered, that the title of said Resolution be as aforesaid, and that the 
same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled 'an act authorizing the sale of lots re¬ 
linquished in the town of Cahawba, under an act of the 28th of Novem¬ 
ber 1821, was read the third time and passed. Yeas 15- Nays 4. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr. President Coats Hopkins Metcalf Shackleford 

Armstrong Conner M'Camy Moore Smith 

Casey Crabb M'Vay Powell Wood- 15 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Bibb Devereux Murphy Sullivan- 4. 

Ordered, that the title of said bill be 'an act,' &c. and that the same 
be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 



An engrossed bill to be entitled 'an act to increase the compensation of 
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certain commissioners appointed by an act entitled an act to appoint 
commissioners to lay out certain roads therein specified, and for other 
purposes passed the 17th December 1821,' was read the third time. 

Mr. Murphy moved to fill the blank in said bill, where it provides for 
the compensation to be allowed the commissioners, with 'three dollars ;' 
which was carried. Yeas 10- Nays 8. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb Devereux M'Camy Murphy 

Armstrong Casey Hopkins Moore Smith- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Coats Crabb Metcalf Sullivan 

Conner M'Vay Powell Wood- 8. 

The bill was the passed. 

Ordered that the words 'a bill to be entitled' be stricken out, and that 
the same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill , to be entitled 'an act to provide for the printing 
binding and disposal of the Digest of the statute laws of the State of Ala¬ 
bama,' was read the third time and passed. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act concerning the Huntsville Ma¬ 
sonic lottery' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the words 'an engrossed bill to be entitled' be stricken 
out and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for their 
concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act concerning the Huntsville Ma¬ 
sonic Lottery,' was read the third time & passed. Ordered, that the words 
'an engrossed bill to be entitled' be stricken out, and that the same be 
sent to the House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to repeal in part and amend an 
act entitled an act to regulate elections, &c. passed at Huntsville 16th 
Dec. 1819,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the words 'engrossed bill to be entitled' be stricken out, 
and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for their con¬ 
currence. 

Mr. Moore, from the special committee, to whom was referred the re¬ 
solution of the Senate calling on the commissioners of reserved lands ad¬ 
joining the town of Cahawba, reported, a Resolution for the relief of Mat¬ 
thew D. Thomason ;' which was read the first time, and ordered to be 
read the second time on Thursday next. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P. M. 

3 o'clock, P. M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A memorial from the House of Representatives to the Congress of the 
United States to procure further relief to the purchasers of publick lands, 
in this state, was read the third time and ordered to be laid upon the table. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled ' an act for the relief of Augustin 
Hood and Arnold Thomason, was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the words 'an engrossed bill to be entitled' be stricken 
out, and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for their 
concurrence. 

A memorial to the Congress of the United States upon the subject of 
the fortifications at Mobile Point and Dauphin Island, was read the third 
time and passed : 

Ordered, that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for 
their concurrence. 
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A message was received from the Governor byj. J. Pleasants, Esq. 
secretary of state, informing the Senate that he did on the 23d inst. ap¬ 
prove and sign. 

An act for the government of the Port and Harbour of Mobile ; 

An act to establish a publick road from the house of J ohn Gandie in 
Morgan county, to Baltimore in Blount county; 

An act to alter 'an act extending the jurisdiction of the County Court 
of Mobile county, passed 17th Dec. 1821' and 

An act to prevent frivolous and vexatious law suits ; and on this day. 

An act to continue in force and amend an act entitled an act to repeal 
in part and amend an act entitled an act to regulate the proceedings in 
the courts of law and equity in this state, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned , and 

An act to provide for the printing of the laws and journals, and for other 
purposes; all of which originated in this house. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Terrell: 

Mr. President, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
orable body, that they have read a third time and passed a bill originating 
in their House, entitled 'an act authorizing Elisha Thomas and Davis 
Gurley and their associates to turnpike a certain road therein designated 
in which they desire your concurrence. 

They have adopted the resolution from the Senate proposing to go in¬ 
to the election of County Court J udges this evening at 7 o'clock, which 
they have amended, by adding the following words 'and also five com¬ 
missioners of the Port and Harbour of Mobile,' in which they desire your 
concurrence. 

They also concur in the resolution of your Honorable body, proposing 
to go into the election of a State Printer this evening at 7 o'clock. 

Ordered, that the senate concur in the amendment made by the House 
of Representatives to the resolution proposing to go into the election of 
County Court J udges this evening at 7 o'clock. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act authorizing 
Elisha Thomas and Davis Gurley, and their associates to turnpike a road 
therein designated,' was read the first time. The rule which requires all 
bills to be read on three several days was dispensed with, and the bill was 
read the second time. 

Ordered, that said bill be committed to a committee consisting of 
Messrs Crabb, Metcalf and M'Vay. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, their clerk : 

Mr. President, 

The House of Representatives have read a third and passed, a resolu¬ 
tion from your Honorable body, for the relief of Anderson Crenshaw : 

They have also , read a third time and passed a bill, originating in this 
House, entitled 'an act to revise, consolidate, and amend the several 
acts relative to the Militia of this State ;' in which they desire your con¬ 
currence. 

They have also, read the third time and passed, bills from your honora¬ 
ble body, entitled 'an act authorizing Nicholas Pope to emancipate a 
certain slave therein named ;' and 

'An act to prescribe the mode of certifying executions from justices of 
the peace from one county to another.' 

They concur in all the amendments made by your honorable body, 
to the bill, entitled 
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'An act to raise a revenue for the support of Government for the year 
1823.' 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to revise, 
consolidate and amend the several acts relative the militia of this state.' 
was read the first time. The rule which requires all bills to be read on 
three several days, was dispensed with ; and said bill was read the second 
time, and ordered to be committee to the Military committee to examine 
and report thereon. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to alter and 
extend the boundaries of Wilcox county,' was read the third time and 
passed. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

The Senate adjourned until 7 o'clock, P. M. 

7 o'clock, P. M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Messrs. Davis and 
Morton : 

Mr. President, 

The House of Representatives have adopted the following resolution : 

'Resolved, that a message be sent to the Senate to inform them, that 
this House is now ready to go into the election of County J udges for the 
several counties in this state, and a State Printer: Whereupon, the mem¬ 
bers of the Senate repaired to the Hall of the House of Representatives ; 
and after having taken the seats assigned them, Mr. President arose and 
declared the object of the meeting — when both houses proceeded to the 
electionh of a judge of the county court of Mobile county :— J ohn C. Mit¬ 
chell being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Mitchell, are, 

Mr. President Smith Durrett Hardwicke Riviere 

Armstrong Sullivan Davis Hill Rutherford 

Bibb Wood Edmondson Harvey Rather 

Casey Mr. Speaker Fitzpatrick J ones Skinner 

Coats Adair Fitz Jackson Shortridge 

Conner Abercrombie Farrar Kennedy Sanders 

Crabb Adams Fearn Leake Taylor 

Devereux Browne Ford Mead Terrell 

Hopkins Barclay Gayle Merriwether Thompson 

M'Camy Bailey Harris of B.Montgomery Wallace 

M'Vay Browning Harris of W. Martin Winston 

Metcalf Crenshaw Hunter of T. Morton Weissinger 

Moore Coleman Hunter of C. McClung Williams 

Murphy Clay Hubbard Oliver Young- 74. 

Shackleford Dulaney Hallett Pope 

Mr Mitchell having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly and constitutionally elected J udge of 
the county court of Mobile county. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the coun¬ 
ty court of Baldwin county, — Sylvester Bill being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Bill are the same as in the election for 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county. 

Mr. Bill having a majority of the whole number of votes, was declar¬ 
ed by Mr. Speaker, to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court of Washington county — Morrison Hunter being in nomination. 



Those who voted for Mr. Hunter are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county. 
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Mr. Hunter having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Conecuh county J ohn E. Graham and J ohn Deane being in 
nomination. 

The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Graham 48- For Mr. Deane 26. 

Those who voted for Mr. Graham are, 

Mr President M'Vay Abercrombie Fitz M'Clung 

Armstrong Metcalf Adams Farrar Rutherford 

Bibb Moore Barclay Fearn Riviere 

Casey Murphy Bailey Ford Skinner 

Coats Shackleford Browne Gayle Shortridge 

Conner Smith Browning Harris of B.Terrell 

Crabb Sullivan Crenshaw Harris of W. Wallace 
Devereux Wood Davis Hill Weissinger- 48. 

Hopkins Mr. Speaker Edmondson Kennedy 

M'Camy Adair Fitzpatrick Leake 

Those who voted for Mr. Deane, are, 

Mr. Clay Hubbard Mead Pope Williams 

Coleman Hallett Merriwether Rather Young- 26. 

Dulaney Hardwicke Montgomery Sanders 

Durrett Harvey Morton Taylor 

Hunter of T. J ones Martin Thompson 

Hunter of C. J ackson Oliver Winston 

Mr. Graham having a majority of the whole number of votes, was 
declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the coun¬ 
ty court for Clarke county -— Robert Lee and J ohn G. Creagh being in 
nomination. The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Lee 44— For Mr. Creagh 30. 

Those who voted for Mr. Lee, are, 

Mr. President Metcalf Clay Hubbard Skinner 

Bibb Moore Dulaney Hardwicke Sanders 

Coats Shackleford Durrett Jones Taylor 

Conner Smith Davis Kennedy Terrell 

Crabb Wood Edmondson Leake Thompson 

Devereux Mr. Speaker Fitzpatrick Mead Weissinger 
Hopkins Adair Fitz Montgomery Wallace 

M'Camy Abercrombie Fearn Riviere Young- 44. 

M'Vay Browning Harris of W. Rather 
Those who voted for Mr. Creagh, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Bailey Gayle Harvey Oliver 

Casey Browne Harris of B.J ackson Pope 
Murphy Crenshaw Hunter of T. Merriwether Rutherford 

Sullivan Coleman Hunter of C. Morton Shortridge 

Adams Farrar Hallett Martin Winston 

Barclay Ford Hill M'Clung Williams- 30. 

Mr. Lee having a majority of the whole number of votes, was declared 
by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected J udge of the county court for Clarke 
county. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Henry county -— David Caldwell being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Caldwell are the same as in the election of 



J udge of the county court for Mobile county. 

Mr. Caldwell having a majority of the whole number of votes, was 
declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Dallas county Nathan Sargent being in nomination. 
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Those who voted for Mr. Sargent are the same as in the election of 
J udge for the county court of Mobile county. 

Mr. Sargent having a majority of the whole number of votes was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Perry county Charles J. Shackleford being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Shackleford are the same as in the election 
for J udge of the county court of Mobile county. 

Mr. Shackleford having a majority of the whole number of votes, was 
declared by Mr. Speaker duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udged of the county 
court for Marengo county Thomas Ringgold being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Ringgold are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court for Mobile county. 

Mr. Ringgold having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court of Greene county William Murphy being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Murphy are the same as in the election of 
a J udge of the county court of Mobile county. 

Mr. Murphy having a majority of the whole number of votes ,was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court of Tuskaloosa county — Hume R. Field being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Field are the same as in the election of J udge 
of the county court for Mobile county. 

Mr. Field having a majority of the whole number of votes, was declar¬ 
ed by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Bibb county Andrew M. Lusk being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Lusk are the same as in the election of a 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county. 

Mr. Lusk having a majority of the whole number of votes, was declar¬ 
ed by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Montgomery county — Nimrod E. Benson being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Benson are the same as in the election for 
J udge of the county court for Mobile county. 

Mr. Benson having a majority of the whole number votes, was declar¬ 
ed by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Shelby county Thomas W. Smith being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Smith are the same as in the election of J udge 
of the county court for Mobile county. 

Mr. Smith having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a judge of the county 
court of St. Clair county-Robert Lawson being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Lawson are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county. 

Mr. Lawson having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
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court for Jefferson county- John Brown (Red) being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Brown are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county. 

Mr. Brown having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Blount county— Patrick Scott and J ohn Gilbreath being in 
nomination; the votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Scott 44— For Mr. Gilbreath 29. 

Those who voted for Mr. Scott, are, 

Mr. President Shackleford Davis Hubbard Morton 

Bibb Smith Edmondson Flardwicke Oliver 

Conner Mr. Speaker Fitzpatrick Harvey Pope 

Crabb Abercrombie Fitz Jones Riviere 

Devereux Adams Fearn Jackson Sanders 

Hopkins Browning Gayle Kennedy Taylor 

M'Camy Crenshaw Harris of B.Leake Winston 

Moore Clay Harris of W. Mead Young-44. 

Murphy Durrett Hunter of C. Montgomery 

Those who voted for Mr. Gilbreath, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Wood Dulaney Merriwether Terrell 

Coats Mr. Adair Farrar Martin Thompson 

Casey Barclay Ford Rutherford Wallace 
M'Vay Bailey Hunter of T. Rather Williams 

Metcalf Browne Hallett Skinner Weissinger- 29. 

Sullivan Coleman Hill Shortridge 

Mr. Scott having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected J udge of the county court of 
Blount county. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Marion county -— Anderson Ritter being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Ritter are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county, except Messrs Mead and 
Leake who failed to vote. 

Mr. Ritter having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Franklin county -— J ames Davis being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Davis are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court for Mobile county. 

Mr. Davis having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 

court for Autauga county-William R. Pickett and Alwin a. M'Whorter 

being in nomination. The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. M'Whorter 37 -- For Mr. Pickett 34. 

Those who voted for Mr. M'Whorter, are, 

Mr. President Shackleford Clay Hunter of C. Pope 

Armstrong Sullivan, Dulaney Hubbard Riviere 
Bibb Mr. Speaker Durrett Hallett Shortridge 

Conner Adair Davis Leake Sanders 

Hopkins Abercrombie Edmondson Merriwether Young- 27. 

McVay Bailey Fitz Montgomery 

McCamy Browne Fearn Morton 



Moore Browning Harris of B M'Clung 
Those who voted for Mr. Pickett, are, 

R 
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Mr. Casey Wood Ford Jones Taylor 

Coats Adams Gayle Jackson Terrell 
Crabb Barclay Harris of W. Kennedy Thompson 
Devereux Crenshaw Hunter of T. Oliver Wallace 

Metcalf Coleman Hardwicke Rutherford Weissinger 

Murphy Fitzpatrick Hill Rather Williams- 34. 

Smith Farrar Harvey Skinner 

Mr. M'Whorter having a majority of the whole number of votes, was 
declared by the Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court of Lauderdale county William S. Fulton being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Fulton are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court for Mobile county. 

Mr. Fulton having a majority of the whole number of votes was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge for the county 
court of Limestone county Daniel Coleman being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Coleman are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county. 

Mr. Coleman having a majority of the whole number of votes , was 
declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses ten proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court of Lawrence county — Peter W. Taylor being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Taylor are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county, except Mr. Harris, of Wil¬ 
cox, who failed to vote. 

Mr. Taylor having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court of Morgan county Stephen Heard and Robert Tapscott being 
in nomination; the votes stood thus : 

For Mr. Heard 63— For Mr. Tapscot 11. 

Those who voted for Mr. Heard are, 

Mr. President Murphy Durrett Hallett Riviere 

Armstrong Shackleford Edmondson Hill Skinner 

Bibb Smith Fitzpatrick Harvey Sanders 

Casey Sullivan Fitz Jackson Taylor 

Coats Wood Farrar Mead Terrell 

Conner Mr. Speaker Fearn Merriwether Thompson 
Crabb Adair Ford Montgomery Wallace 

Devereux Abercrombie Gayle Martin Winston 

Hopkins Adams Harris of B.Morton Weissinger 

M'Camy Barclay Harris of W. M'Clung Williams 

M'Vay Bailey Hunter of T. Oliver Young-63. 

Metcalf Browne Hunter of C. Pope 

Moore Browning Hubbard Rutherford 

Those who voted for Mr. Tapscott, are, 

Mr. Crenshaw Dulaney Jones Rather 

Clay Davis Kennedy Shortridge — 11. 

Coleman Hardwicke Leake 

Mr. Heard having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court of Madison county -— Samuel Chapman and Thomas Wooldridge 



being in nomination; the votes stood thus : 

For Mr. Chapman 55 For Mr. Woldridge 17. 
Those who voted for Mr. Chapman, are, 
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Mr. President Wood Coleman Hubbard Oliver 

Armstrong Mr. Speaker Dulaney Hallett Pope 

Bibb Adair Durrett Hardwicke Rutherford 

Casey Abercrombie Davis Harvey Riviere 

Conner Adams Fitz Jones Rather 

Devereux Barclay Fitzpatrick J ackson Skinner 

M'Camy Bailey Fearn Kennedy Shortridge 

M'Vay Browne Harris of B.Mead Taylor 
Murphy Browning Harris of W. Montgomery Thompson 

Shackleford Crenshaw Hunter of C. Morton Wallace 

Smith Clay Hunter of T. M'Clung Williams-55. 

Those who voted for Mr. Wooldridge, are, 

Mr. Coats Moore Gayle Martin Weissinger- 17. 

Crabb Sullivan Hill Sanders 

Hopkins Edmondson Leake Terrell 

Metcalf Ford Merriwether Winston 

Mr. Chapman having a majority of the whole number of votes, was 
declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected J udge of the county court of 
Madison county. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the coun¬ 
ty court for J ackson county- Robert Hawkins and J ames Scruggs being 
in nomination. The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Hawkins 44- Mr. Scruggs 27. 

Those who voted for Mr. Hawkins, are, 

Mr. President M'Camy Durrett Harvey Pope 

Armstrong M'Vay Edmondson Jackson Rutherford 

Bibb Metcalf Fearn Leake Sanders 

Casey Murphy Ford Mead Winston 

Coats Moore Harris of W. Merriwether Wallace 

Conner Shackleford Hunter of T. Montgomery Weissinger 

Crabb Smith Hubbard Martin Williams 

Devereux Mr. Adair Hallett M'Clung Young- 44 

Hopkins Clay Hill Oliver 

Those who voted for Mr Scruggs, are, 

Mr. Sullivan Bailey Fitzpatrick J ones Shortridge 

Wood Browne Fitz Kennedy Taylor 

Mr Speaker Browning Farrar Morton Thompson-27. 

Abercrombie Crenshaw Harris of B Riviere 

Adams Coleman Hunter of C. Rather 

Barclay Davis Hardwicke Skinner 

Mr. Hawkins having a majority of the whole number of votes, was 
declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the 
county court for Decatur county-— Hezekiah Bailes being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Bailes are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county, except Messrs Hubbard 
Montgomery and Young, who failed to vote. 

Mr. Bailes having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Pike county -- J ohn Sikes being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Sikes are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county, except Messrs. Crabb and 
M'Clung who failed to vote. 



Mr. Sikes having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Pickens county- Solomon Marshall being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Marshall are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county, except Mr. President, Sul- 
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livan, Adair, Abercrombie, Edmondson, Fitz, Fearn , Harris, of Wilcox, 
Leake, Montgomery, Morton, Sanders, Taylor, Winston and Young, who 
failed to vote. 

Mr. Marshall having a majority of the whole number of votes, was 
declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Covington county — Henry D. Stone being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Stone are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county, except Messrs. Conner, 
Shackleford, and Harris of Wilcox. 

Mr. Stone having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Monroe county Nathaniel Dodson being in nomination. 

Those who voted for Mr. Dodson are the same as in the election of 
J udge of the county court of Mobile county. 

Mr. Dodson having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the county 
court for Wilcox county Edwin L. Harris and Reuben Hill being in 
nomination. The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Harris 32- Mr. Hill 2. 

Those who voted for Mr. Harris , are, 

Mr. President Smith Ford Kennedy Taylor 

Coats Wood Fitzpatrick Mead Wallace 

Conner Adams Hunter of T. Morton Weissinger 

Crabb Browning Harris of B.Oliver Williams-32. 

Devereux Crenshaw Hallett Pope 

Hopkins Coleman Harvey Riviere 

Shackleford Davis Jones Sanders 

Those who voted for Mr. Hill are, 

Mr. M'Camy Murphy-2. 

Neither having a majority of the whole number of votes, both Hou¬ 
ses proceeded to vote again for J udge of the county court of Wilcox 
county -— Edwin L. Harris, Reuben Hill, and J ames A. Tait being in 
nomination. The votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Harris 28- Mr. Tait 14. 

Those who voted for Mr. Harris are, 

Mr. President Smith Ford Kennedy Taylor 

Conner Wood Fitzpatrick Mead Wallace 

Coats Adams Hunter of T. Merriwether Weissinger 
Hopkins Browning Hardwicke Morton Williams- 28. 

Murphy Crenshaw Harvey Shortridge 

Shackleford Coleman Jones Sanders 

Those who voted for Mr. Tait are, 

Mr. Armstrong M'Vay Clay Edmondson Rather 

Bibb Sullivan Durrett Pope Thompson- 14. 

M'Camy Mr. Speaker Davis Oliver 

Mr. Harris having a majority, Mr. Speaker declared him duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a J udge of the 
county court of Butler county — William Lee and Nathan Cook being in 
nomination : the votes stood thus: 

For Mr. Cook 43- Mr. Lee 28. 

Those who voted for Mr. Cook, are, 



Mr. President Casey Hopkins 

Armstrong Conner M'Camy Moore 

Bibb Devereux M'Vay Murphy 


Metcalf Shackleford 
Smith 
Sullivan 
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Wood Crenshaw Harris of W. Merriwether Pope 

Mr. Speaker Clay Hunter of T. Montgomery Rutherford 

Adair Fitz Hunter of C. Mead Shortridge 

Adams Fearn Hubbard Morton Sanders- 34. 

Bailey Gayle Hallett M'Clung 

Browning Harris of B.J ackson Oliver 

Those who voted for Mr. Lee are, 

Mr. Coats Dulaney Hardwicke Martin Thompson 

Crabb Durrett Hill Riviere Winston 

Abercrombie Davis Harvey Rather Weissinger 

Barclay Edmondson Jones Skinner Williams-28. 

Browne Fitzpatrick Kennedy Taylor 

Coleman Ford Leake Terrell 

Mr. Cook having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

Both Houses then proceeded to the election of a State Printer:- 

William B. Allen, and Richard B. Brickell being in nomination : the votes 
stood thus: For Mr. Allen 43- Mr. Brickell 29. 

Those who voted for Mr. Allen , are, 

Mr. Bibb Smith Coleman Hill Shortridge 

Casey Sullivan Fitzpatrick Harvey Taylor 

Coats Wood Farrar Jones Terrell 

Conner Mr. Speaker Ford Jackson Thompson 
Devereux Adams Gayle Kennedy Wallace 

M'Vay Barclay Harris of B.Merriwether Weissinger 

Metcalf Bailey Hunter of T. Oliver Williams-43 

Murphy Browning Hunter of C. Rutherford 

Shackleford Crenshaw Hardwicke Riviere 

Those who voted for Mr. Brickell, are, 

Mr. President Adair Davis Leake Pope 

Armstrong Abercrombie Edmondson Mead Rather 

Crabb Browne Fitz Montgomery Sanders 

Hopkins Clay Fearn Morton Winston 

M'Camy Dulaney Hubbard Martin Young-29. 

Moore Durrett Hallett M'Clung 

Mr. Allen having a majority of the whole number of votes, was de¬ 
clared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

The two Houses then proceeded to the election of five commissioners 
for the Port and Harbour of Mobile — Daniel M'Gibbon, Henry Gunni¬ 
son, Thomas T. Holt, Francis B. Stockton, and J oseph W. Moore, being 
in nomination: 

Those who voted for Messrs. M'Gibbon, Gunnison, Holt, Stockton, 
and Moore are the same as in the election for J udge of the county court 
of Mobile county. 

Daniel M'Gibbon, Henry Gunnison, Thomas T. Holt, Francis B. 

Stockton, and J oseph W. Moore having a majority of the whole number 
of votes, were declared by Mr. Speaker to be duly elected. 

The elections having been gone through, the Senate withdrew and 
retired to their own chamber, and Mr. President resumed the chair. 

Mr. Casey moved, that the Senate do now adjourn till Thursday morn¬ 
ing at 9 o'clock ; which was decided in the affirmative. Yeas 10- Nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being desired, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr. President Casey Hopkins Moore Shackleford 

Armstrong Crabb M'Camy Murphy Smith- 10 



Those who voted in the negative , are, 

Mr. Bibb Conner M'Vay Sullivan Wood- 8 

Coats Devereux Metcalf 

Whereupon, Mr. President adjourned the Senate till Thursday morn¬ 
ing at nine o'clock. 
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Thursday, Dec. 26, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as correct¬ 
ly enrolled, ' an act authorizing pay to the Trustees of the State University 
for their services which was signed by Mr. President. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their 
clerk : 

Mr. President- I am instructed to inform your honorable body, that 
the House of Representatives concur in the amendments made by your 
honorable body, to a bill entitled 'an act to establish a turnpike road 
leading from Lawrence county to intersect the military road at Pike 
ville in Marion county. 

They have read a third time and passed a bill from your honorable 
body, entitled 'an act to enforce the payment of monies collected by 
officers of courts 

They have also read a third time and passed resolutions originating in 
their House, entitled 'resolutions relative to the dividing line between 
this state and the state of Georgia ;' in which they desire your concurrence 

Resolutions from the House of Representatives, relative to the divid¬ 
ing line between this state and the state of Georgia, were read the first 
time. The rule which requires all joint resolutions to be read on three 
several days being dispensed with, said resolutions were read the second 
time forthwith and ordered to a third reading on to-morrow. 

A resolution for the relief of Matthew D. Thomason was read the 2d 
time and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to provide 
for the emancipation of slaves,' was taken up and read the third time. 

Mr. Moore offered an amendment to said bill by way of rider, prohibit¬ 
ing the migration of free negroes and mulattoes to this state, which was 
read three several times and adopted. The bill was then passed as a- 
mended. Ordered, that the words 'and to prevent free negroes from re¬ 
moving within the limits of this state,' be added to the title of said bill, 
and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for their con¬ 
currence. 

Mr Crabb , from the committee on privileges and elections to whom 
was referred the memorial of James MaGoffin , contesting the right of 
Neal Smith to a seat in the Senate, made the following report: 

The committee to whom was referred the memorial of James Magof¬ 
fin, contesting the right of Neal Smith to a seat in this House as Senator 
from the district composed of the counties of Clarke and Wilcox, having 
had the same under consideration, beg leave to report, That the memo¬ 
rial states in substance that said Smith for a year and more next preced¬ 
ing his election resided at the same place as at the time of his election 
that by a law passed on the 23d day of November, 1821, within a year 
before the election the boundary line between the counties of Clarke and 
Monroe was altered, before this alteration, the residence of said Smith 
was included in the county of Monroe, and that by the alteration it was 
included in the county of Clarke. 

Your committee on this statement of the facts have proceeded to in¬ 
quire whether the provision in the 12th section of the third article of the 
constitution, which declares that no person shall be a Senator unless for 
the year next preceding his election he shall be a resident of the district 
for which he shall be chosen, applies to this case. 
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By the tenth section of the same article, it is provided that the General 
Assembly shall, at state periods divide the stat into senatorial districts, 
each of which shall be entitled to one senator. Under the third, ninth, 
tenth, and twelfth sections of the same article, the senators must gener¬ 
ally if not in all cases be elected within less than a year from the time of 
laying off the districts and making the apportionment. 

Can it be supposed that a person so elected to represent a district laid 
out within a year next preceding his election, wants the qualifications as 
to residence which is necessary to entitled him to a seat in this House. 

If at the next apportionment the county of Clarke should form part 
of one district and the county of Wilcox part of another and the election 
should be made as must be to give effect to the several provisions in the 
third article of the constitution within a year thereafter, your committee 
are unable to perceive under the construction contened for by the me¬ 
morialist, how any resident of Clarke or Wilcox county could be entitled 
to a seat in this House and by the same rule of construction alterations in 
the boundaries might, and in many cases would, operate so as to exclude 
citizens to whom the right of voting appears to have been intended to be se¬ 
cured by the 5th section of the 3d article of the constitution from voting 
in any county, and to exclude from the House of Representatives per¬ 
sons possessing all the qualifications prescribed by the third section of 
the fourth article. 

The construction contended for by the memorialist appears therefore 
to result in this , that the Legislature have no power to alter the boun¬ 
daries of a county unless when making the general apportionment of Se¬ 
nators of Representatives, or that they have the power to exclude from 
the right of suffrage, and to a seat in either branch of the General Assem¬ 
bly, citizens to whom their rights appear to be secured by the constitution. 

Your committee are therefore of opinion that said Neal Smith is enti¬ 
tled to his seat in this house as senator from the district composed of the 
counties of Clarke and Wilcox, and that the prayer of said memorialist is 
unreasonable ; which report was concurred in. 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled 'an act to authorize 
administrators to sell land belonging to the estate of their intestate, to 
which a complete title has not been obtained was red the third time 
and passed. Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed 
thereof. 

A bill from the house of Representatives entitled ' an act to authorize 
the judge of the county court and commissioners of roads and revenue 
of Butler county, to levy a county tax, and for other purposes,' was read 
the third time and passed. Ordered, that the House of Representatives 
be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled 'an act to appoint 
commissioners to lay out a road therein specified' was read a third time 

Mr. Powell offered the following amendment to said bill by way of 
rider 'Provided , that the aforesaid commissioners shall receive from the 
state treasury no compensation for their services' which was read three 
several times and adopted. The bill was then passed as amended. Or¬ 
dered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled 'an act to provide for 
paying for the public buildings of Lawrence county was read the third 
time and passed. Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed 
thereof. 
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A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to define and 
make plain the western boundary line of Blount county, was read the 
third time and laid upon the table. 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled 'an act to amend and 
act entitled an act to regulate the rate of interest, passed 17th Dec . 1819 
was read the third time and laid upon the table. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled 'an act for the relief of certain persons 
therein named,' was read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the 
title be 'an act' &c. and that the same be sent to the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives for their concurrence. 

Engrossed resolutions requiring the secretary of the Senate and clerk 
of the House of Representatives to make a complete index of the journal 
of the General Assembly were read the third time and passed. Ordered, 
that the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the House of 
Representatives for their concurrence 

Engrossed resolutions defining more particularly the boundary lines of 
certain counties therein mentioned, and for other purposes ; were read 
the third time and passed. Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid and 
that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for their concur¬ 
rence. 

An engrossed bill, entitled 'an act appointing an agent to receive the 
three per cent fund,' was read the third time and passed. Ordered, that 
the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives for their concurrence. 

Engrossed resolutions requesting the Governor to procure a correct 
map of the state ; were read the third time and passed. Ordered, that 
the title be as aforesaid, and that the same be sent to the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives for the concurrence. 

An engrossed bill to be entitled 'an act to amend and repeal in part the 
several acts concerning roads &c.' was read the third time and on the 
question, Shall this bill pass? it was decided in the negative. 

Yeas 9 Nays 9. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Conner Metcalf Powell Wood- 9. 

Casey Devereux Murphy Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Moore Sullivan- 9. 

Coats Hopkins M'Vay Shackleford 

An engrossed bill to be entitled 'an act to alter the mode of giving bond 
and security , and taking the oath of office by the agents of the sixteenth 
sections,' was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered that the title be 'an act &c.' and that the same be sent to the 
House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as correctly 
enrolled, 

An act to establish a turnpike road leading from Lawrence county to 
intersect the military road at Pikesville, in Marion county. 

'A memorial to the Congress of the United States ;' and 

'An act granting to J ohn Fowler the right of running a Steam Ferry 
boat, and a row-boat or sail-boat, between the city of Mobile and the 
town of Blakeley ;' which were signed by Mr. President. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act to provide for drawing petit 
jurors to serve in the circuit courts of the county of Dallas,' was read the 
third time and passed. 
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Ordered, that the title be an act &c. and that the same be sent to the 
House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

On motion the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M. 

3 o'clock P. M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Powell from the committee on accounts reported a bill to be en¬ 
titled 'an act making appropriations for the payment of certain claims 
against the state,' which was read the first time, and ordered to be read 
the second time on to-morrow. 

Mr. Murphy presented the claim of Waitman Gullett, against the state 
which was referred to the committee of accounts. 

Mr Hopkins presented a communication from Harry Toulmin, esq. 
upon the subject of the digest, which was read , and ordered to be laid 
upon the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson. 

Mr. President 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
orable body that they have read a third time and passed a bill originating 
in their house of the following title. 

'An act, to amend the several acts in relation to the establishment of 
a bank of the State of Alabama, and to repeal such parts of said acts as 
are repugnant to the provisions of this act: in which they desire your 
concurrence. 

They have also reconsidered the vote of their house on concurring 
with the amendments made by your honorable body to the revenue bill, 
and have concurred in all the said amendments. 

They disagree to the amendments made by your honorable body to 
the bill entitled an act for the emancipation of slaves. 

They concur in the amendments of your honorable body to the bill, 
entitled an act to appoint commissioners to lay out a road therein speci¬ 
fied. 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled an act to amend the 
several acts in relation to the establishment of the Bank of the State of 
Alabama, and to repeal such parts of said acts as are repugnant to the 
provisions of this act, was read the first time. The rule which requires 
all bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with said bill was 
read the second time forthwith, and ordered to be committed to a com¬ 
mittee of the whole on to morrow. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. 

Friday, Dec. 27, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. M'Vay moved that Mr. Bibb have leave of absence from the Sen¬ 
ate after to-day , during the remainder of the session ; which was lost. 

Ordered, that the Senate insist upon their amendments to the bill, en¬ 
titled 'an act to provide for the emancipation of slaves,' and that the house 
be informed thereof. 

Mr. Shackleford offered the following resolution: Resolved by the Se¬ 
nate with the concurrence of the House of Representatives, that a joint 
committee be appointed to report what business before the two houses is 
necessary and indispensable to be acted on at the present session of the 
General Assembly. 

The Senate according to order resolve itself into a committee of the 
whole on the bill, entitled 'an act to amend the several acts in relation to 
S 
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the establishment of the bank of the state of Alabama , and to repeal such 
parts of said acts as are repugnant to the provisions of this act'-- Mr. Bibb 
in the chair; and after some time spent therein the committee rose and 
Mr. Bibb reported that the committee had according to order had said 
bill under consideration, but not having time to go through with the same, 
had instructed him to report progress and ask leave to sit again ; which 
was granted. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, their 
clerk: Mr. President, I am instructed to inform your honorable body 
that the House of Representatives have read the third time and passed 
a bill, entitled 'an act amendatory to the laws now in force concerning 
strays;' and have added thereto two additional sections, in which they de¬ 
sire your concurrence. They have also read the third time and passed 
bills, originating in your House of the following titles, to wit: An act to 
refund J ames Mixon a sum of money improperly assessed and collected; 

An act to authorize the J udge of the county court of Mobile to take pos¬ 
session of the Spanish records ; An act to amend the act passed Dec. 17, 
1821, entitled an act to appoint commissioners to lay out certain roads 
therein specified, and for other purposes : An act to amend an act entitled 
an act appointing commissioners to lay out a road on or near the divid¬ 
ing line between the counties of Madison and Limestone, passed at Ca- 
hawba the 20th Nov. 1820 : An act authorizing the judge of the county 
court of Mobile county to appoint a public weigher in the city of Mobile, 
and have amended the same by adding after the word 'appoint' in the 
first section, the words 'one or more not exceeding two,' in which amend¬ 
ments your concurrence is desired. 

An act to appoint commissioners to lay out two roads leading from the 
ford of Line creek-— the one to Coffeeville, the other to Tuskaloosa, and 
have amended said bill by striking out of the first section the words 
J ames Bell, Barney J ohnson, Matthew J ones, J ohn Kelly and J ohn 
Gayle,' and insert in lieu thereof 'Edmund Lane, J ames S. Gaines and 
J ohn Davis,' and have further amended the same by adding a section 
thereto, in which they desire your concurrence. 

They have also read a third time and passed bills originating in their 
house, of the following titles, to wit: 

An act to repeal all laws requiring hands to work on navigable streams 
in this state ; An act relative to turnpike roads ; 

An act to set apart a separate fund for the support of the poor in each 
county ; 

An act to incorporate J efferson Academy in the town of Elyton, and 
for other purposes ; 

An act authorizing John R. B. Eldridge to sell certain slaves therein 
designated ; 

An act for dividing the state into districts for the purpose of electing 
electors of President and Vice President of the United States ; 

An act concerning writs of error coram vobis ; 

An act supplementary to an act to establish the permanent seat of 
justice in the county of Shelby, and for other purposes ; 

An act to establish a certain road therein named ; 

An act to authorize the J udges of the county courts and commissioners 
of roads and revenue within this state to make allowance therein named ; 

An act to alter the boundaries of Perry county ; 

An act to repeal an act entitled an act incorporating the town 
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of Jackson in Clarke county ; and a Resolution authorizing commission¬ 
ers to establish a road leading from the city of Mobile to the line of the 
state of Mississippi in all of which they desire your concurrence. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as cor¬ 
rectly enrolled. 

An act to appoint commissioners to lay out a certain road therein 
specified ; 

An act to extend the boundaries of Wilcox county ; 

An act to provide for paying for the public buildings of Lawrence county ; 

An act to authorize administrators to sell lands belonging to the estate 
of their intestate, to which a complete title has not been obtained ; 

An act to authorize the J udge of the county court and commissioners 
of the roads and revenue of Butler county to levy a tax, and for other 
purposes therein mentioned ; which were signed by Mr. President. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, P. M. 

3 o'clock P. M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Ordered, that the Senate concur in the amendments made by the 
House of Representatives, to the bill entitled 'an act to appoint commis¬ 
sioners to lay out two roads leading from the ford of Line creek, the one 
to Coffeeville, and the other to Tuskaloosa ;' and to the bill entitled 'an 
act authorizing the J udge of the county court of Mobile county to ap¬ 
point a public weigher in the city of Mobile, and that the house be in¬ 
formed thereof. 

Ordered, that the bill entitled an act amendatory to the laws now in 
force concerning strays, together with the amendments made thereto by 
the House of Representatives be laid upon the table. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson. 

Mr. President, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
orable body that they have adopted the following resolution. Resolved 
by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Alabama in 
General Assembly convened, that the State Printer, be instructed to fur¬ 
nish each member with forty of the captions of the acts and resolution 
of the General Assembly, and the Secretary be instructed to furnish a 
copy of the same, in which they desire your concurrence. 

They have also read a third time and passed bills, and resolutions orig¬ 
inating in your house of the following titles, to wit: 

Resolutions to repeal ' a resolution allowing to the comptroller two 
hundred and fifty dollars in addition to his present salary,' passed at the 
last session of the General Assembly. 

An act to repeal all acts or parts of acts now in force in this state re¬ 
quiring an oath to be taken on receiving a licence to retail spirituous li¬ 
quors and have amended the same by adding a section thereto, and have 
further amended it by adding to the title of said bill the following words ; 

'and to require a new oath,' in which they desire your concurrence. 

They have also read a third time and passed a bill originating in your 
house, entitled 'an act for the relief of certain tax collectors therein 
named. 

They have also read a third time and passed a bill originating in their 
house, entitled ' an act regulating appeals in criminal cases ; in which 
your concurrence is desired. 

They have also read a third time and passed a bill originating in your 
house, entitled 
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' An act for the regulation of assessors and tax collectors so far as re¬ 
lates to the payment of money, and 

'An act to divide the State into districts for electing representatives to 
congress, and have amended the same by striking out therefrom in the 
first section, the word 'Autauga,' and inserting in lieu thereof the word 
'Marengo' and by striking out of the first section the word 'Marengo,' 
and inserting in lieu thereof the word 'Autauga' in which they desire 
your concurrence. 

Mr. Casey moved that the senate concur in the amendments made by 
the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled 'an act to repeal all 
acts or parts of acts, now in force in this state requiring an oath to be ta¬ 
ken on receiving a licence to retail spirituous liquors, by requiring a new 
oath to be taken, which was lost. 

Yeas 8. Nays 11. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative are 
Mr. Casey M'Vay Murphy Sullivan 

Devereux Metcalf Smith Wood- 8. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Coats Hopkins Powell 

Armstrong Conner McCamy Shackleford- 11. 

Bibb Crabb Moore 

Ordered, that the senate concur in the amendments made by the house 
of representatives to the bill, entitled 'an act to divide the state into dis¬ 
tricts for electing Representatives to Congress, and that the house of rep¬ 
resentatives be informed thereof. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Clay, 

Mr. President, 

I am instructed to inform your honorable body, that the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives have read a third time and passed, a bill, entitled 

'An act for the relief of the tax collector of Lawrence county for the 
yearl821-— in which they desire your concurrence. 

They have also read a third time and passed a bill originating in your 
house, entitled 

'An act to incorporate the town of J onesborough in the county of J ef- 
ferson. 

Mr. Moore from the committee on enrolled bills reported as correct¬ 
ly enrolled. 

'An act to authorize Nicholas Pope to emancipate a certain slave there¬ 
in named.' 

'An act to enforce the payment of monies collected by officers of courts 

'An act to prescribe the mode of certifying execution from justices of 
the peace from one county to another 

'An act providing for the election of sheriff in certain cases, and for o- 
ther purposes 

'An act to authorize fathers to devise the custody and tuition of their 
infant children 

'Resolutions, extending time to J ohn Fowler and his associates to open 
and finish a road therein named and 

'A Resolution for the relief of Anderson Crenshaw ;' which were sign¬ 
ed by Mr. President 

A bill from the house of Representatives entitled ' An act regulating 
appeals in criminal cases, was read the first time, the rule which requires 
all bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, said bill 
was read the second time forthwith and ordered to be laid upon the table 
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Mr. Moore from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as correct¬ 
ly enrolled. 'An act to raise a revenue for the support of government un¬ 
til otherwise directed by law,' which was signed by Mr. President. 

A bill from the house of representatives entitled 'An act for the relief 
of the Tax collector of Lawrence county for the year, 1821;' was read 
the first time, the rule which requires all bills to be read on three several 
days being dispensed with, said bill was read the second and third time 
forthwith and passed. Ordered, that the house of representatives be in¬ 
formed thereof. 

Mr. Crabb from the select committee to whom was referred the bill 
entitled "An act authorizing Elisha Thomas and Davis Gurley and their 
associates to turnpike a road therein designated,' reported the same as 
amended which was concurred in. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following amendment to said bill, 'Provided all 
persons travelling said road on foot shall at all times pass said road and 
turnpike free of toll,' which was adopted. The bill was then read the 
third time as amended and passed, Yeas 10— Nays 5. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. Casey Conner Devereux M'Camy Sullivan 

Coats Crabb Hopkins Metcalf Wood- 15 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Mr. Armstrong Bibb M'Vay Moore Powell- 5. 

Ordered that the house of representatives be informed thereof 
A message from the house of representatives by Mr. Dodson, 

Mr President, I am instructed by the house of representatives, to in¬ 
form your honorable body that they have read a third time and passed, 

'An act concerning the Huntsville Masonic Lottery ;' 

'Memorial to the Congress of the United States on the subject of the 
fortifications at Mobile Point and Dauphin Island ;' 

'An act changing the name of Big spring in Franklin county;' 

'An act relative to the securities of clerks, sheriffs or other officers ;' 

'An act to authorize a change of venue in chancery causes ;' all of 
which originated in your house. 

They insist on their amendments to an act to repeal all acts or parts of 
acts now in force in this state requiring an oath to be taken on receiving 
a licence to retail spirituous liquors. Ordered, that the senate insist upon 
their disagreement to the amendments made by the house of representa¬ 
tives to said bill, and that the house be informed thereof. 

Ordered, that the resolution from the house of representatives requiring 
the State Printer to furnish each member of the General Assembly with 
forty copies of the captions of the acts and resolutions of the present ses¬ 
sion, be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Armstrong from the military committee to whom was referred the 
bill entitled 'an act to revise, consolidate and amend the several acts rela¬ 
tive to the militia,' reported the same as amended, which was concurred in. 

Ordered, that said bill be read the third time on tomorrow 

Mr. Bibb moved, that the further consideration of the bill, entitled 'an 
act in relation to the establishment of the Bank of the state of Alabama, 
and to repeal such parts of said acts as are repugnant to the provisions of 
this act,' be postponed until the first day of next session of the General 
Assembly, which was decided in the affirmative -— Yeas 10 -— Nays 9. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Coats M'Vay Murphy Sullivan 

Casey Devereux Metcalf Smith Wood- 10. 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Conner Hopkins Moore Shackleford- 9. 

Armstrong Crabb M'Camy Powell 

On motion, the senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock. 

Saturday, Dec. 28th, 1822 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A bill from the house of representatives, entitled ' an act to alter the 
boundaries of Perry county,' was read the first time, the rule which re¬ 
quires all bills to be read on three several days being dispensed with, said 
bill was read the second and third time forthwith and passed. 

Ordered, that the house of representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the house of representatives, entitled ' an act authorizing 
J ohn R. B. Eldridge to sell certain slaves therein designated,' was read 
the first time, the rule which requires all bills to be read on three several 
days was dispensed with, said bill was read the second and third time and 
passed. Ordered, that the house of representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the house of representatives, entitled ' An act to establish 
a certain road therein named,' was read the first time, the rule which re¬ 
quires all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed with, and 
said bill was read the second time. Mr. Powell moved to amend said 
bill by striking out the proviso at the end thereof, and inserting the fol¬ 
lowing additional section : 'Be it further enacted, that the aforesaid road 
shall be laid out sixty-six feet wide , from the place of beginning, until it 
passes through the seminary land ; after which it shall be of the same 
witdth and otherwise, as other public roads ;' which was decided in the 
affirmative. 

The rule which requires all bills to be read on three several days was 
further dispensed with, and said bill was read the third time as amended 
and passed. Ordered, that the secretary inform the House of Represen¬ 
tatives thereof & desire their concurrence in the amendments made thereto. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to repeal 
all laws requiring hands to work on navigable streams in this state, was 
read the first time and ordered to be read the second time on Monday 
next. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act dividing 
the state into electoral districts for the purpose of electing electors of 
President and Vice President of the United States, was read the first time 
and ordered to be laid upon the table till next session 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled an act to incorpo¬ 
rate the J efferson Academy in the town of Elyton was read the first time, 
the rule which requires all bills to be read on three several days was dis¬ 
pensed with, and said bill was read the second time and amended. 

The rule was further dispensed with, and the bill was read the third 
time and passed. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled ' an act to authorize 
the judges of the county courts and commissioners of roads and revenue 
within this state to make allowance therein named, was read the first time ; 
the rule which requires all bills to be read on three several days being 
dispensed with, said bill was read the second and third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the house be informed thereof. 

The bill, entitled 'an act concerning the printing, binding and dispo¬ 
sal of the digest of the statute laws of the state of Alabama, was taken up. 
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Mr Casey moved to fill the blank in the first section of said bill where 
makes an appropriation to the digester, with 'seventeen hundred and 
fifty dollars,' which was lost. — Yeas 7— Nays 10. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. Casey Devereux Shackleford Sullivan- 7. 

Coats Murphy Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Vay Powell 

Bibb Hopkins Metcalf Wood- 11. 

Conner M'Camy Moore 

Mr. Casey moved to fill said blank with 'one thousand five hundred 
dollars' which was decided in the affirmative. 

Yeas 11 Nays 7 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Bibb Coats Moore Smith 

Casey Devereux Murphy Sullivan-11 

Crabb M'Camy Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Hopkins Metcalf Wood- 7. 

Conner M'Vay Powell 

The bill was then passed. 

Ordered, that the words ' a bill to be entitled' be stricken out of the 
caption, and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for 
their concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. Shackleford, Ordered, that the communication of 
Harry Toulmin, esq. upon the subject of digesting the laws, be spread up¬ 
on the journal:— which is as follows: 

To the General Assembly, 

The undersigned having some reason to believe , that a difficulty exists 
as to the compensation he ought to have for digesting the laws of the state 
of Alabama, begs leave to make the following observations. 

1. I n the year 1806 he was employed to digest the statutes then exist¬ 
ing -— which were those of six or seven sessions only. 

For that work he received twelve hundred dollars:— that digest con¬ 
tained four hundred and twenty six pages. The digest now prepared 
and laid before the assembly would, if printed on a similar page, and with 
the same type, occupy sixteen hundred pages— and were the compensa¬ 
tion allowed for it in proportion to the compensation in 1807, it would a 
mount to upwards of four thousand five hundred dollars. 

But in addition to this, it is but merely just to remark, that the digest 
of 1807, was composed of entire acts — whereas the digest now 
submitted, is arranged under district heads, or titles, and care 
has ben taken not only to arrange the acts themselves, under the titles 
to which they belong, but to divide those very acts, where they relate as 
they often do, to several subjects, and to place the several sections under 
their proper titles. 

2. The undersigned has known, from long experience, what the labour 
and the expenses of attending seven circuit courts twice a year and dis¬ 
charging the duties not only of a Territorial but of a Federal J udge 

he can say with confidence that neither the mental execution, nor the per¬ 
sonal expence, (even including clerk hire) has been equal to that of 
preparing the digest now submitted to the Legislature. 

It was necessary that the compiler for the purpose of making a contract 
with the General Assembly, should attend here two weeks at the last ses- 



sion. He has been obliged to attend at the present session about four 
weeks, in order to facilitate an examination of the digest. He conceives 
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therefore, that his travelling expences (having been obliged to bring a 
waggon for the purpose of conveying the digest and the original acts of 
the Legislature, on which the digest is founded) together with six weeks 
attendance, can not be estimated at less than two hundred an sixty four 
dollars. 

His clerk hire and paper have cost about two hundred and fifty dollars 
His labour for one year taking that of a circuit judge as a criterion is 
worth seventeen hundred and fifty dollars (total twenty-two hundred and 
sixty-four dollars.) 

3. The compiler of the digest now in use had before him in the digest of 
1807, and of nine subsequent sessions some of which were very short.— 

An appropriation was made to him of $1000 in 1806 before the work was 
completed. The State of Alabama was severed from the Mississippi at 
the same time. What appropriations were made afterwards is not known. 
The present digest will contain the acts of sixteen sessions, besides those 
of the digest of 1807. 

If it be supposed therefore that Mr. Turner received no more than 
$1000 for the chaos he created, it will surely be a subject of very ration¬ 
al investion, what sum, when a man has been paid $1000 for mangling 
& murdering the laws, ought to be paid to any one who has brought them 
to life again. 

The acts of seven sessions are also incorporated with those exhibited 
in Turner's digest. The undersigned has endeavored not only to gratify 
but to be useful to the publick. 

He cannot receive for his services a less sum than about $2000. If the 
General Assembly do not deem his services worthy of that compensation, 
he prays permission to withdraw his manuscript. 

He has labored incessantly, and what he solicits is not from the gene¬ 
rosity, but the justice of the General Assembly. 

Dec. 25, 1822. (Signed) HARRY TOULMIN. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act supplemen¬ 
tary to an act to establish the permanent seat of justice in the county of 
Shelby and for other purposes,' was read the first time. The rule which 
requires all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed with, and 
said bill was read the second and third time and passed. Ordered, that 
the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to define 
and make plain the western boundary line of Blount county,' was taken 
up. The question was put, shall this bill pass? and decided in the af¬ 
firmative. Yeas 11- Nays 4. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President, Conner Devereux M'Camy Moore 

Armstrong Crabb Hopkins Metcalf, Shackleford- 11. 

Bibb 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr Coats M'Vay Sullivan Wood-4. 

Ordered, That the House of Representatives be informed of the pas¬ 
sage thereof. 

The bill to be entitled 'an act to establish a public road from Ditto's 
landing to Marston Mead's in Blount county,' was taken up. 

Mr. Crabb offered the following amendment to said bill : 'Provided, 
that nothing in this act shall be so construed as to authorize the said To¬ 
bias Dearick, George D. Staton, and their associates, to erect a turnpike 
gate or gates on said road until the same shall be cut out from fifteen to 
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twenty feet wide and all banks of creeks and hills put in such order, that 
loaded wagons can pass with convenience." 

Mr. M'Vay moved to amend said amendments by the following: 'Pro¬ 
vided also,' that the General Assembly may at any time repeal this act 
when expediency & the public good may require it;' which was rejected. 

Mr. Casey moved to amend said amendment by inserting the following 
after the word 'wide,' 'twelve feet of which shall be grubbed ;' which 
was adopted. 

The question was then put on the adoption of the amendment offered 
by Mr. Crabb, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr Moore offered the following amendment to said bill : 'Provided, 
that the privileges herein granted shall not be construed to effect the 
right of the General Assembly to establish and lay out a state road 
leading from some point on the Tennessee river, to the head of J ones' 

Valley in J efferson county, should the same come in contact with the 
road herein granted ;' which was reject. Yeas 8- Nays 11. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Coats Metcalf Murphy Sullivan 

M'Vay Moore Powell Wood- 8. 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Mr. President Casey Crabb Hopkins Shackleford 

Armstrong Conner Devereux M'Camy Smith- 11. 

Bibb 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following amendment to said bill 'Provided, 
that it shall and may be lawful for the General Assembly at any time to 
alter, increase or diminish the rates of toll authorized by this act be re¬ 
ceived for travelling said turnpike road,' which was rejected, 

Yeas 6— Nays 13. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Coats M'Vay Moore Powell Sullivan Wood-6 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President, Casey Devereux Metcalf Smith- 13. 

Armstrong Conner Hopkins Murphy 

Bibb Crabb M'Camy Shackleford 

Mr. Casey moved to strike out 'one dollar' in the 3d section of said 
bill and insert 'seventy-five cents,' 'to strike out 'fifty' and insert 'thirty- 
seven and a half,' to strike out 'twenty-five' and insert 'twelve and a 
half,' and to strike out 'twelve and a half' and insert 'six and one fourth,' 
which was decided in the affirmative. On motion of Mr. Powell, Order¬ 
ed, that the words 'fifteen years' be stricken out the last section of said 
bill. On motion of Mr. Crabb, Ordered, that the words 'twelve years' 
be inserted in the place of those stricken out. 

On motion of Mr. Crabb, ordered, that the name of William Bradley 
be inserted after the name of Tobias Dearick. 

Mr. Coats offered the following amendment to said bill, 'Provided, al¬ 
so that nothing in this act shall be so construed as to authorize Tobias 
Dearick and his associates to run said road through any part of the Cher¬ 
okee lands, without first obtaining permission from the Cherokee nation,' 
which was adopted. The bill was then read a third time as amended 
and passed — Yeas 14 -- Nays 5. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Casey Crabb M'Camy Shackleford 

Armstrong Coats Devereux Metcalf Smith- 14. 

Bibb Conner Hopkins Murphy 



Those who voted in the negative are, 

McVay Moore Powell Sullivan 

T 


Wood- 5. 
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Ordered, that the house of representatives be informed thereof. 

A message from the house of representatives by Mr. Dodson. 

Mr. President, I am instructed by the house of Representatives to in¬ 
form your honorable body that they have read a third time and passed 
bills of the following titles, to wit: 

'An act for the relief of the tax collector of the county of Mobile 

'An act to carry into effect the laws of the United States prohibiting 
the slave trade ;' 

'An act to fix the salary of the Treasurer of the Trustees of the Uni¬ 
versity of the state of Alabama ;' 

'An act to authorize the Treasurer of this state to receive a sum of 
money therein mentioned ;' 

'An act to appoint commissioners for the superintendence of the pub¬ 
lic buildings in the counties of Franklin and Lawrence ;' 

'An act to amend an act to authorize the Catholic congregation of 
Christians in the city of Mobile to sell real estate therein mentioned, and 
for other purposes, passed 27th Nov. 1821;' 

'An act divorcing certain person therein named.' 

'An act to authorize a levy of a county tax in St. Clair county,' 

'An act for the preservation of the several court houses within this state ;' 

'A memorial to Congress in relation to the public lands ;' 

I n all of which they desire your concurrence. They have also read 
a third time and passed a bill originating in your house, entitled 

'An act the better to designate the line between the counties of J ack- 
son and Decatur;' and have amended the same by adding three addition¬ 
al sections thereto : in which they desire your concurrence. 

On motion the senate adjourned 'till 3 o'clock P. M. 

3 o'clock P. M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Powell, from the committee of accounts, made the following report: 

'The committee of accounts, to whom was referred the account of 
Waitman Gullett, have had the same under consideration, and after 
having given the same that mature examination which claims involving 
the rights of individuals should never fail to obtain, are of the opinion, 
that the same ought not to be granted, it being as is conceived, a county 
charge : because the law requires each county in this state to erect se¬ 
cure jails for the safe keeping of prisoners ; and if that should not be done 
your committee are of the opinion that the counties respectively are bound 
to pay all incidental expences attending their removal to the nearest safe 
jail: (Signed) LEVIN POWELL, Chairman. 

Which said report was concurred in. 

Ordered, that the senate concur in the amendments made by the House 
of Representatives to the bill entitled 'an act the better to designate the 
line between the counties of J ackson and Decatur and that the House of 
Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill to be entitled ' an act to make appropriations for the payment of 
certain claims against the state,' was read the second time, and Ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading on Monday next. 

On motion of Mr Casey, the memorial to the Congress of the United 
States to procure further relief to purchasers of publick lands in this state 
was taken up. 

The memorial was read the third time and ordered to be committed to 
a special committee, consisting of, Messrs Casey, Moore and Murphy 
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An engrossed resolution for the relief of Matthew D. Thomason, was 
read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid and that the same be sent to the 
House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

A message from the house of representatives, by Mr. Dodson, their clerk. 

Mr. President, I am instructed by the house of representatives to inform 
your honorable body that they have read three times and passed bills and 
resolutions originating in your house, of the following titles, to wit: 

Resolutions instructing our Senators and requesting our Representa¬ 
tive in Congress to procure the passage of a law imposing a tonnage du¬ 
ty on all vessels coming into the Port of Mobile, which they have amended, 

An act appointing an agent to receive the three per cent, fund.' 

They have also read a third time and passed bills, originating in their 
house of the following titles, to wit: 

'An act to regulate proceedings in chancery suits ;' 

'An act to provide for leasing the 16th sections, and for the application 
of the fund arising therefrom to the purposes of education ;' 

'An act to authorize the J udge of the county court of mobile county, 
to purchase a lot of ground for the purpose of erecting thereon, the pub¬ 
lic buildings of said county;' 

'An act for the relief of purchasers of lots in Cahawba ;' in all of which 
they desire your concurrence. 

They had read a third time and passed, a bill originating in your body 
entitled 

'An act to repeal in part an act passed the 15th Dec. 1821, concerning 
Col. Samuel Dale :' and have amended the same by striking out all the 
enacting clause, and substituting the accompanying bill ; in which amend¬ 
ment, they desire your concurrence. 

Ordered, that the vote of the Senate, ordering to a third reading the 
bill, entitled 'An act to revise, consolidate and amend the several acts 
relative to the militia of this state,' be reconsidered. 

Mr. Casey moved to strike out the word 'four,' in said bill, where it 
provides for four company musters per annum ;' which was lost. 

Yeas 5— Nays 14. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb Casey Devereux Hopkins-5. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Crabb Metcalf Powell Sullivan 

Coats M'Camy Moore Shackleford Wood- 14. 

Conner M'Vay Murphy Smith 

Mr. Conner moved to strike out the words 'death or other' in the 33d 
section of said bill, where it provides that, in a non commission ed officer, 
or private being drafted, and refusing to repair to the place of rendez¬ 
vous when ordered to do so, shall suffer death, or such other punishment 
&c. which was lost. - Yeas 7— Nays 12. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. Bibb Conner Metcalf Wood- 7. 

Coats M'Camy M'Vay 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb Moore Shackleford 

Armstrong Devereux Murphy Smith 

Casey Hopkins Powell Sullivan- 12. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to strike out that part of said bill, which exempts 
officers from Militia duty, after having served seven years, except in case 



of invasion or insurrection ; which was decided in the affirmative. 
Yeas 15 Nays 4 
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The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative , are, 

Mr. President Casey Crabb M'Camy Murphy 

Armstrong Coats Devereux M'Vay Powell 
Bibb Conner Hopkins Moore Shackleford- 15. 

Those who voted in the negative , are, 

Mr. Metcalf Smith Sullivan Wood- 4. 

Mr. Smith offered the following amendment to said bill, 'And be it fur¬ 
ther enacted, That the boundary lines of no captain's beat shall hereafter 
be altered, but with the consent of a Regimental Court Martial,' which 
was adopted. 

Mr. McVay offered the following amendment to said bill, 'Provided, 
that nothing in this act shall be so construed as to authorize a Court Mar¬ 
tial to levy a fine on any person who attends muster without a gun if such 
person will make oath that he has no gun. 

Mr. Moore moved to amend said amendment by the following 'and 
that he is unable to purchase a gun without injury to himself or family,' 
which was adopted. 

The question was then put on the adoption of the amendment offered 
by Mr. M'Vay and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Wood offered two additional sections as an amendment to said bill 
which were adopted. Ordered, that said bill be laid upon the table. 

A Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson. 

Mr. President, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your honor¬ 
able body that they have read three times and passed bills originating in 
their house, entitled, 

'An act concerning the printing, binding and disposal of the Digest of 
the statute laws of the state of Alabama 

'An act to legalize the election of certain officers in Decatur county 

'An act for the relief of Sarah Strother, administratrix of George H. 
Strother, deceased in all of which they desire your concurrence. 

They insist on their disagreement to the amendments made by your 
honorable body to the bill, entitled 

'An act to provide for the emancipation of slaves.' 

They concur in the amendments of your honorable body to the bills of 
the following titles, to wit: 'An act for the relief of the tax collector of 
Lawrence county for the year 1821;' and 

'An act authorizing Elisha Thomas and Davis Gurley and their asso¬ 
ciates to turnpike a certain road therein designated.' 

They have also read a third time and passed a bill a bill originating in their 
house, entitled 'an act further to regulating proceedings in suits at law ; 
in which they desire your concurrence. 

They have also read a third time and passed, bills and resolutions, orig¬ 
inating in your house of the following titles, to wit: 

Resolution for the relief of J ohn A. Elmore. 

'An act to provide for the payment of the compensation allowed by 
law, to the commissioners appointed to lease the lands belonging the Uni¬ 
versity of Alabama Resolution requesting the Governor to procure a 
correct map of this State.' They have read three times and passed a bill 
originating in their house entitled 

'An act to provide for the election of justices of the peace & constables,' 
in which they desire your concurrence. 

They have concurred in the amendments made by your honorable bo¬ 
dy to bills of the following titles, to wit: 



'An act to establish a certain road therein named 
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An act to incorporate the J efferson Academy in the town of Elyton, 
and for other purposes ;' and 

An act to establish a public road from Ditto's landing to Marston Mead's 
in Blount county ;' 

Mr. Bibb moved to reconsider the vote of the Senate on the question 
to postpone till the next session of the General Assembly, the bill enti¬ 
tled 'an act to amend the several acts in relation to the establishment of 
the Bank of the State of Alabama, and to repeal such parts of said acts 
as are repugnant to the provisions of this act;' which was decided in the 
affirmative — Yeas 10- Nays 9. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb Crabb M'Camy Powell 

Armstrong Conner Hopkins Moore Shackleford- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Devereux Metcalf Smith Wood- 9. 

Coats M'Vay Murphy Sullivan 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till Monday morning 9 oclock. 

Monday, Dec. 31, 1822. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment 

On motion of Mr. Wood, the bill, entitled 'an act to revise, consoli¬ 
date, and amend the several acts relative to the Militia of this state,' was 
taken up. 

Mr. Wood moved to fill the blank in the 41st section of said bill where 
it relates to volunteer companies with the word 'fifty ;' which was lost. 

Yeas 6 Nays 12 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Casey Conner M'Camy Murphy Wood- 6. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Crabb M'Vay Moore Shackleford 

Bibb Devereux Metcalf Powell Smith— 12 

Coats Hopkins 

Mr. Coats moved to fill said blank with the word 'forty ;' which was 
decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Bibb moved that the further consideration of said bill be indefi¬ 
nitely postponed, which was lost. Yeas 3- Nays 15. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Bibb Hopkins- 3. 

Those who voted in the negative, are 
Mr. Armstrong Conner M'Camy Moore Shackleford 

Casey Crabb M'Vay Murphy Smith 

Coats Devereux Metcalf Powell Wood- 15. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to strike out that part of said bill which autho¬ 
rizes staff officers to vote in elections for Major and Brigadier Generals ; 
and also to strike out the words 'Adjutant Generals of division and,' 
which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr Casey offered the following proviso to the 56th section of said 
bills 'Provided, they shall receive no pay unless they make return of the 
strength of their brigades to the Adjutant General so as to enable him to 
make a return to the War Department of the strength of this state ;' 
which was adopted. 

Mr. Moore moved to strike out the words 'two hundred dollars,' the 
salary of the Adjutant General, and insert in lieu thereof, 'one hundred ;' 
which was decided in the affirmative. Yeas 11- Nays 6. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 



Mr. President 

Devereux 

M'Camy 

Metcalf 

Powell 

Armstrong 

Conner 

Hopkins 

M'Vay 

Moore 

Shackleford 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Murphy Smith Sullivan Wood- 6. 

Coats 

Mr Powell moved to strike out the word 'five' in the 56th section 
of said bill, and insert in lieu thereof, the word 'three,' which was de¬ 
cided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Coats offered the following amendment to the 21st section of said 
bill : 'Provided, that the Quarter Master General shall receive no salary 
except he keep the public arms in good order, which are deposited in 
the state arsenal;' which was adopted. The bill was then read the third 
time as amended, and passed. Yeas 13- Nays 6. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey M'Camy Moore Shackleford Wood- 13. 

Coats M'Vay Murphy Smith 
Conner Metcalf Powell Sullivan 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr President Armstrong Bibb Crabb Devereux Hopkins-6. 

Ordered, That the secretary inform the House of Representatives 
thereof, and desire their concurrence in the amendments made thereto. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, in¬ 
forming the Senate, that they had read a third time and passed. 

'Resolutions concerning the loan from the Tombeckbe Bank ;' which 
originated in the Senate. 

The Senate according to order, resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, on the bill to be entitled 'an act to amend the several acts in rela¬ 
tion to the establishment of the Bank of the State of Alabama, and to 
repeal such parts of said act as are repugnant to the provisions of this 
act;' Mr. Armstrong in the chair; and after some time spent therein the 
committee rose, and Mr. Armstrong reported the same with sundry a- 
mendments ; which were concurred in. 

On motion the senate adjourned till 4 o'clock P. M. 

4 o'clock, P. M. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore from the committee on enrolled bills, reported, as correctly 
enrolled, 

'An act to incorporate J efferson academy in the town of Elyton, and 
for other purposes ;' 

'An act to authorize the J udges of the county courts and commission¬ 
ers of roads and revenue within this state to make an allowance therein 
named ;' 

'An act to define and make plain the western boundary line of Blount 
county ;' 

'An act for the relief of the tax collector of Lawrence county for the 
year 1821;' 'An act to alter the boundaries of Perry county ;' 

'An act authorizing J ohn R. B. Eldridge to sell certain slaves therein 
designated ;' 'An act to establish a certain road therein named ;' 

'An act supplementary to an act to establish the permanent seat of 
justice in the county of Shelby, and for other purposes.' 

'An act concerning writs of error corman vobis ;' 

'An act authorizing Elisha Thomas and Davis Gurley and their associ¬ 
ates to turnpike a certain road therein designated ;' 

'An act to establish a public road from Ditto's landing to Marston 
Mead's in Blount county ;' which was signed by Mr. President. 

A message from the house of representatives, by Mr. Dodson their clerk : 



Mr. President, the house of representatives have read three time and 



151 


passed, bills and a resolution, originating in your honorable body, entitled 

Resolutions defining more particularly the boundary line of certain 
counties therein mentioned, and for other purposes 

'An act in relation to the estate of James White 

'An act to authorize the administrator of Davis H. Mayhew, deceased, 
to sell real estate;' 

'An act authorizing George Cox, administrator of Benjamin Cox, de- 
cesed, to sell and transfer certain real estate ;' 

'An act to authorize the administrators of J ohn Lucas and the admin¬ 
istrator of J ohn Waugh, deceased, to sell real estate.' 

They concur in the amendments made by your honorable body to the 
bill, entitled 'An act to revise, consolidate and amend the several acts 
relative to the militia of this state ;' 

They have also, read a third time and passed bills, originating in their 
house, of the following titles, to wit: 

'An act authorizing the emancipation of a negro man named Martin ;' 

'An act more effectually to secure the public revenue ;' 

'An act authorizing the legal representative of R. H. Draughon to dis¬ 
pose of certain real estate therein named ;' 

'An act concerning the Council of the town of Belle Fonte ;' 

'An act to extend the time of payment and to secure a certain sum of 
money due to this state from John M Taylor;' 

'An act making appropriations for the payment of certain claims a- 
gainst the state ;' 

'An act for the relief of Edmund Freeman late tax collector of Baldwin 
county ;' in all of which they desire your concurrence. 

They have also read a third time and passed a bill, entitled 

'An act authorizing the administrator of J ohn Turrentine, and the 
administrator and administratrix of William Lambkin, deceased, to sell 
certain lands therein designated ;' in which they desire your concurrence. 

Mr M'Vay offered the following resolution : 'Resolved, that with the 
concurrence of the house of representatives, the two houses will convene 
in the representative hall on Friday at 4 o'clock, P. M. for the purpose of 
selecting a site for the location of the state University ; and also for the 
female branches of said institution. 

Mr. Casey moved, that the further consideration of said resolution be 
postponed until the first day of the next session of the General Assembly; 
which was decided in the affirmative Yeas 10 -- Nays 8. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative are, 

Mr. Casey Conner M'Camy Murphy Sullivan 

Coats Devereux Metcalf Smith Wood- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Vay Powell 

Armstrong Hopkins Moore Shackleford- 8 

Mr. Wood moved, that the further consideration of the bill, entitled 
'an act to amend the several acts in relation to the establishment of the 
Bank of the State of Alabama, and to repeal such parts of said acts as 
are repugnant to the provisions of this act,' be postponed until the first 
day of the next session of the General Assembly ; which was decided in 
the affirmative. Yeas 10- Nays 8. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr. Casey Crabb M'Camy Murphy Sullivan, 

Coats Devereux Metcalf Smith Wood- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 



Mr. President Conner M'Vay 

Armstrong Hopkins Moore 


Powell 

Shackleford- 8. 
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Ordered that the senate concur in the amendments made by the house 
of representatives to the bill, entitled 'an act to repeal in part, an act 
passed Dec. 15, 1821, concerning Col. Samuel Dale and to the resolu¬ 
tions instructing our senators, and requesting our representative in Con¬ 
gress to procure the passage of a law imposing a tonnage duty on all ves¬ 
sels coming into the port of Mobile : and that the house of representa¬ 
tives be informed thereof. 

Ordered, that the senate adhere to their amendments to the bill entitled 

'An act for the emancipation of slaves ;' and that the house of repre¬ 
sentatives be informed thereof. 

Resolutions from the house of representatives , concerning purchaser 
of lots in the town of Cahawba, were read the first time : the rule which 
requires all bills and resolutions were read on three several days being 
dispensed with, said resolutions were read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, ordered, that the word 'May' be stricken out 
and March inserted in lien thereof. The rule was further dispensed 
with, and said resolutions were read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the house of representatives be informed thereof. 

Resolution authorizing commissioners to establish a road leading from 
the city of Mobile to the line of the state of Mississippi, were read the 
first time. 

The rule which requires all joint resolutions to be read on three seve¬ 
ral days being dispensed with, said resolutions were read the second 
and third time. 

Mr. Coats offered the following amendments to said resolution, by way 
of rider, 'Provided, the said commissioners shall receive no pay from the 
State Treasury ;' which was read three several times and adopted. 

Said resolutions were further amended by way of rider, and passed. 

Ordered, that the words 'for other purposes' be added to the title, and 
that the same be returned to the House of Representatives for their con¬ 
currence. 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled 'an act to repeal 
an act entitled an act incorporating the towns of J ackson ;' 

'An act relative to turnpike roads ;' 

'An act, to provide for the election of justices of the peace and con¬ 
stables; 

An act to set apart a separate fund for the support of the poor in each 
county ; 

'An act, to legalize the election of certain officers in Decatur county,' 

'An act for the relief of Sarah Strother, administratrix of the estate of 
Geo. H. Strother, deceased ;' were severally read the first time, the rule 
which requires all bills to be read on three several days being dispensed 
with, said bills were read the second and third time forthwith and passed. 

Ordered, that the house of representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the house of representatives, entitled 'an act further to 
regulate proceedings in suits at law,' was read the first time, the rule 
which requires all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed 
with and said bill was read the second time, and laid upon the table. 

'A Memorial from the House of Representatives, to the Congress of 
the United States, in relation to the public lands,' was read the first time 
the rule which requires all memorials to be read on three several days was 
dispensed with, and said memorial was read the second and third time and 
passed. Ordered, that the house of representatives be informed thereof. 
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A bill from the House of Representatives entitled ' an act to fix the 
salary of the Treasurer of the Trustees of the University of the state of 
Alabama,' was read the first time and ordered to be read the second time 
on to-morrow. 

A bill from the house of representatives entitled 'an act concerning 
the printing, binding & disposal of the digest of the statute laws of the state 
of Alabama,' was read the first time & ordered to be laid upon the table. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act divorcing 
certain persons therein named,' was read the first time, the rule which re¬ 
quires all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed with, and 
said bill was read the second time and referred to the committee on Di¬ 
vorce and Alimony. 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled 'an act for the pre¬ 
servation of court houses within this state ;' 

'An act authorizing a levy in St. Clair county, for the purpose of build¬ 
ing a court house ;' 

'An act to amend an act, to authorize the Catholic congregation of 
Christians in the city of Mobile to sell real estate therein named, and for 
other purposes,' were severally read the first time. 

The rule which requires all bills to be read on three several days was 
further dispensed with, and sad bill was read the third time as amended 
& passed. Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled 'an act to appoint 
two commissioners for the superintendence of the public buildings in the 
counties of Franklin and Lawrence ;' was read the first time ; the rule 
which requires all bills to be read on three several days being dispens¬ 
ed with, said bill was read the second and third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the word 'two' be stricken out of the caption, and that 
the House of Representatives be informed of the passage thereof. 

Mr. Conner moved, the Senate adjourn till Monday morning at 9 o'¬ 
clock ; which was lost Yeas 8 — Nays 9. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Conner M'Camy Shackleford 

Coats Devereux Powell Sullivan- 8. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Hopkins Metcalf, Murphy Wood- 9. 

Crabb M'Vay Moore Smith 

Mr. Shackleford moved, that the Senate adjourn till 7 o'clock, this e- 
vening; which was lost. Yeas 5 Nays 12. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Hopkins Moore Murphy Shackleford- 5. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Conner Devereux M'Vay Sullivan 

Coats Crabb M'Camy Metcalf Smith 

Powell Wood- 12. 

A bill from the house of representatives, entitled 'An act to authorize 
the treasurer of the state to receive a sum of money therein mentioned : 
was read the first time, the rule which requires all bills to be read on 
three several days being dispensed with, said bill was read the second 
and third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the house of representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the house of representatives entitled 'An act to carry into 
effect the laws of the United States prohibiting the slave trade,' was read 
the first time, and laid upon the table. 



A bill from the house of Representatives entitled 'An act for there- 
U 
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lief of the tax collector of the county of Mobile,' was read the first time 
and ordered to be read the second time on to-morrow. 

A bill from the House of Representatives , entitled 'an act to authorize 
the J udge of the county court of Mobile, to purchase a lot of ground for 
the purpose of erecting thereon the public buildings of said county ;' was 
read the first time : the rule which requires all bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and said bill was read the second and 
third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives , entitled 'an act to regulate 
proceedings in chancery suits,' was read the first time and ordered to be 
read a second time on to-morrow. 

On motion, the senate adjourned till to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock. 

Tuesday , Dec. 31, 1822. 

The senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr Sullivan, from the committee on Divorce and Alimony, to whom 
was referred the bill, entitled, 'an act divorcing certain persons therein 
named, reported the same with an amendment; which was concurred in. 

The bill was then read a third time and rejected. Yeas 10- Nays 7. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Conner Devereux M'Camy Powell 

Coats Crabb Hopkins Moore Sullivan- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative , are, 

Mr. Armstrong M'Vay Murphy Wood- 7. 

Casey Metcalf Shackleford 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson. 

Mr. President, 

I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform your hon¬ 
orable body that they have read a third time and passed, a resolution, o- 
riginating in your house, entitled 'A Resolution for the relief of M. D. 
Thomason.' 

They have also read a third time and passed, a bill originating in your 
house, entitled 

'An act to exempt certain persons therein mentioned from serving in 
the militia of this state ;' -- in which they desire your concurrence. 

They have also appointed on their part a committee of conference, con¬ 
sisting of Messrs. Crenshaw, Adair and Hallett, to confer with such com¬ 
mittee as may be appointed on the part of the Senate, on the disagree¬ 
ment between the two houses, on the amendments made by the senate 
to the bill, entitled 'an act to provide for the emancipation of slaves.' 

A message from the Governor, by J ames J. Pleasants, esq. secretary 
of state : 

Mr. President -— The Governor did on the 26th inst. approve and sign 

'An act to prevent free negroes and mulattoes from retail spirituos li¬ 
quors,' 'An act to establish certain election precincts in the counties 
therein named ;' and 'An act giving execution for costs in the su¬ 
preme court, and on the 28th inst. 

'An act to authorize Nicholas Pope to emancipate a certain slave there¬ 
in named.' 

'An act to prescribe the mode of certifying executions from justices of 
the peace from one county to another;' 

'A Resolution for the relief of Anderson Crenshaw ;' 

'An act to authorize fathers to devise the custody and tuition of their 
infant children ;' 




155 


'An act providing for the election of sheriff in certain cases, and for o- 
ther purposes and 

'Resolutions extending time to J ohn Byler and his associates to open 
and finish a road therein named.' 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled 'An act to exempt 
certain persons therein mentioned, from serving in the militia of this 
state,' was read the first time ; the rule which requires all bills to be read 
on three several days, was dispensed with, and said bill was read the se¬ 
cond time, amended, and read the third time and passed. Ordered, that 
the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Casey, from the special committee, to whom was referred the me¬ 
morial to the Congress of the United States to procure further relief to 
purchasers of public lands in this state,' reported the same with an a- 
mendment, which was concurred in. 

The memorial was then read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

An engrossed bill, to be entitled 'an act making appropriations for the 
payment of certain claims against the state ;' was read the third time an 
passed. 

Ordered, that the words 'engrossed bill to be entitled' be stricken out 
and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for their con¬ 
currence. 

Mr. Sullivan offered the following resolution : 'Resolved, that the 
Senate with the concurrence of the house of representatives will adjourn 
sine die on this evening at 9 o'clock which was laid upon the table. 

Ordered, that Messrs. Hopkins, Moore and Murphy be appointed 
committee on the part of the senate to confer with the committee ap¬ 
pointed on the part of the House of Representatives, on the subject of 
the amendment made by the senate to the bill, entitled 'an act to provide 
for the emancipation of slaves ;' and that the House of Representatives 
be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. M'Camy, the memorial to the Congress of the U- 
nited States praying a postponement of the sales of public lands in the 
counties of J ackson and Decatur,' was taken up. Said memorial was 
read the third time and ordered to be committed to a special committee 
consisting of Messrs. Moore and Hopkins. 

A bill from the house of representatives, entitled 

'An act to authorize the administrator of John Turrentine, and the ad¬ 
ministratrix and administrator of William Lambkin, deceased, to sell cer¬ 
tain tracts of land therein designated was read the first time, the rule 
which requires all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed 
with, and said bill was read the second and third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. M'Vay the bill from the house of representatives 
entitled 'an act to amend an act, entitled an act to regulate the rate of 
interest, passed 17th Dec. 1819,'was taken up. 

Mr. Casey moved, that the further consideration of said bill be indefi¬ 
nitely postponed ; which was decided in the affirmative, Yeas 13- Nays 5. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. President Coats Metcalf Powell Wood- 13. 

Armstrong Conner Moore Smith 

Casey Crabb Murphy Sullivan 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Devereux Hopkins M'Camy M'Vay Shackleford- 5. 
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A bill from the house of representatives entitled 'An act to provide 
for leasing the sixteenth sections and for the application of the funds a- 
rising therefrom to the purposes of education,' was read the first time 
the rule which requires all bills to be read on three several days was dis¬ 
pensed with, and said bill was read the second time and referred to the 
committee on schools and colleges, and school and college lands to ex¬ 
amine and report thereon. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson: 

Mr. President, I am instructed by the House of Representatives to in¬ 
form your honorable body that they concur in the amendments made by 
your honorable body to bills of the following titles, to wit: 

'An act to appoint two commissioners for the superintendence of the 
public buildings in the counties of Franklin and Lawrence ;' 

'An act for the relief of Sarah Strother, administratrix of the estate of 
George H. Strother, deceased;' 

'An act to set apart a separate fund for the support of the poor in each 
county 'Resolutions authorizing commissioners to establish a road lead¬ 
ing from the city of Mobile to the line of the state of Mississippi.' 

The have also read a third time and passed bills originating in their 
body entitled 'an act to make appropriations for the year 1823;' 

'An act to empower the county court of Tuskaloosa to appoint a jury to 
view a public road, leading from the south end of Market street in the 
town of Tuskaloosa ;' 'An act authorizing Wm. Breedlove to sell cer¬ 
tain real estate therein named, and for other purposes ;' in all of which 
they desire your concurrence. 

They have read three times and passed, bills originating in your house 
entitled 'An act to provide for drawing petit jurors to serve in the cir¬ 
cuit court of the county of Dallas ;' 

'An act making appropriations for the payment of certain claims a- 
gainst the state ;' 

Mr. Casey moved to reconsider the vote of the senate on the passage 
of the bill, entitled 'an act divorcing certain persons therein named ;' 
which was decided in the affirmative. Yeas 13- Nays 4. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Coats Devereux Moore Sullivan- 13. 

Armstrong Conner Hopkins Powell 

Casey Crabb M'Camy Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. M'Vay Metcalf Murphy Wood- 4. 

A message from the house of representatives by Mr. Dodson. 

Mr. President, the house of representatives, concur in the amendments 
made by your honorable body to a 'Memorial to the Congress of the U- 
nited States, to procure further relief to the purchasers of public lands in 
this state ;' and to a bill entitled 'an act to exempt certain persons there¬ 
in mentioned, from serving in the militia of this state.' 

They have also read a third time and passed joint resolutions requir¬ 
ing the tax collector of Madison county, to pay such sum of money in¬ 
to the Planters' and Merchants' Bank at Huntsville, as he may be requir¬ 
ed by the Comptroller;' in which they desire your concurrence. 

On motion the Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock P.M. 

3 o'clock P. M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Murphy from the committee on schools and colleges and school 
and college lands, to whom was referred the bill, entitled 'an act to pro- 
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vide for leasing the 16th sections and for the application of the funds 
arising therefrom to the purposes of education reported the same with¬ 
out amendment. The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the house of representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the house of representatives, entitled 'an act to regulate 
appeals in criminal cases ; was taken up said bill was read the third 
time; and on the question, shall this bill pass? it was decided in the nega¬ 
tive. Yeas 5- Nays 11. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. President Hopkins Murphy Smith Sullivan- 5. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Crabb M'Camy Metcalf Powell 

Coats Devereux M'Vay Moore Wood- 11. 

Conner 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to make 
appropriations for certain claims against the state,' was read the first 
time. The rule which requires all bills to be read on three several days 
was dispensed with, and said bill was read the second time and referred 
to the committee on accounts. 

Ordered, That the Senate disagree to the amendments made by the 
House of Representatives, to the bill entitled 'an act amendatory to the 
laws now in force concerning strays ;' and that the House of Representa¬ 
tives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Moore, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
memorial to Congress, upon the subject of postponing the sales of the 
public lands in the counties of Jackson and Decatur, reported the same 
as amended ; which was concurred in. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to strike out that part of said memorial which 
prays Congress to grant to settlers in J ackson and Decatur counties the 
right of preemption to lands embracing their improvements ; which was 
lost. Yeas 7- Nays 9. 

The yeas & nays being called for those who voted in the affirmative, are, 


Mr. President 

Crabb 

M'Vay 

Smith 

Sullivan- 7. 

Armstrong Hopkins 

Those who voted in the negative, 
Mr. Casey Devereux Metcalf 

are, 

Powell 

Wood- 9. 


Coats 

M'Camy Moore 

Shackleford 



Said memorial was then read a third time and passed. Ordered, that 
the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to carry 
into effect the laws o the United States prohibiting the slave trade,' was 
taken up and read the second time. The rule which requires all bills 
to be read on three several days when dispensed with, and said bill was 
read the third time. The question was then put, shall this bill pass? and 
decided in the negative. Yeas 6- Nays 12. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr Casey Devereux Murphy Powell Smith Sullivan--6. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Conner M'Camy Metcalf Shackleford 

Armstrong Crabb M'Vay Moore Wood -- 12. 

Coats Hopkins 

On motion of Mr. Sullivan, it was resolved, that the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives be requested to furnish the committee of accounts of this 
house, with all accounts in that house, contained in the appropriation 



bill sent to the Senate from that house. 
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A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson : 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have read a third time 
and passed a bill, originating in your honorable body, entitled 'an act 
concerning the printing, binding and disposal of the Digest of the statute 
laws of the state of Alabama ;' which they have amended by striking out 
the words 'fifteen hundred' in the fifth section, and inserting in lieu 
thereof, the words 'nineteen hundred and ninety ;' and also by striking 
out the word 'six' in the 5th section and inserting in lieu thereof, the 
word 'five' in which amendments they desire your concurrence. 

They have also adopted the following resolution, in which they desire 
your concurrence : 'Resolved, by the House of Representatives, that a 
committee be appointed to act with such committee as may be appointed 
on the part of the Senate for the purpose of informing the Governor 
that the two houses have gone through the business before them, and if 
he has no further communications to make are now ready to adjourn 
sine die : and have appointed on their part, Messrs. Williams, Sanders 
and Hallett. 

They have read a third time and passed a bill, originating in your 
house, entitled 'an act to repeal in part and amend an act to regulate 
elections &c. passed at Huntsville, 16th December 1819.' 

They concur in the amendments made by your honorable body, to a 
memorial to the Congress of the United States concerning settlers on 
public lands, and for other purposes. 

Ordered, That Mr. M'Vay be added to the committee on accounts ; 

& that said committee have leave to sit during the session of the Senate. 

On motion the Senate adjourned until 7 o'clock P. M. 

7 o'clock P. M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act to empower 
the county court of Tuskaloosa to appoint a jury to examine a public 
road, leading from the south end of Market street in the town of Tuska¬ 
loosa,' was read the first time. The rule which requires all bills to be 
read on three several days was dispensed with, and said bill was read the 
second and third time and passed. Ordered, that the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Murphy, from the special committee, to whom was referred the 
Governor's message upon the subject of the accounts between this state 
and the state of Mississippi, submitted the following report: 

"The special committee to whom was referred the message of his E- 
cellency the Governor, transmitting the correspondence which has taken 
place with the Executive of the State of Mississippi, and the exhibits 
furnished in regard to an adjustment of the accounts remaining unsettled 
between the states, respectfully report: 

That they have had the same under consideration, and find that the 
principles which shall govern the settlement of the said accounts has not 
been determined. Your committee recommend that so much of the 
correspondence as contains the different views which have been taken 
the principles which shall govern the final arrangement of the accounts, 
be entered on the J ournals, together with the exhibits which have been 
furnished from the offices of the Mississippi territory. This will afford 
all necessary information. Your committee deem it unnecessary to re¬ 
port any resolution to the house, as the Executive will proceed to the 
final adjustment of the accounts under the resolution of the General 
Assembly of the state on the subject;' which was concurred in. 
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A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson, their clerk: 

Mr. President- I am instructed to inform your honorable body, that 
the House of Representatives disagree to the amendments made by 
your honorable body, to the bill entitled 'an act divorcing certain per¬ 
sons therein named. Ordered, that the Senate insist on their amend¬ 
ments to said bill; and that the House of Representatives be informed 
thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives entitled 'an act regulating 
proceedings in chancery,' was read the second time. The rule which 
requires all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed with, 
and said bill was read the third time and passed. Ordered, that the 
House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 'an act for the re¬ 
lief of the tax collector of Mobile county,' was read the second time, 
and amended. 

Mr. Metcalf offered an additional section to said bill, which was 
adopted. The rule which requires all bills to be read on three several 
days was dispensed with, and said bill was read the third time and pas¬ 
sed. Ordered, that the words 'and Franklin' be added to the title of 
said bill, and that the same be sent to the House of Representatives for 
their concurrence. 

A bill from the House of Representatives, entitled an act to extend 
the time of payment and secure a certain sum of money due to this 
state from J ohn M. Taylor' was read the first time. The rule which 
requires all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed with 
and said bill was read the second and third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the House of Representatives , entitled 'an act to make 
appropriations for the year 1823,' was read the first time. The rule 
which requires all bills to be read on three several days was dispensed 
with, and said bill was read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Moore, ordered that the words 'forty dollars' be 
stricken out of the fourth section of said bill , where it makes an appro¬ 
priation for printing and distributing the militia laws of this state. 

On motion of Mr. Wood, ordered that 'four hundred dollars' be in¬ 
serted in lieu thereof. 

Mr. Murphy offered the following additional section to said bill : 'Be it 
enacted by the authority aforesaid, that the sum of twenty dollars be 
allowed to H. W. Taylor for his services as judge advocate in a court 
martial for the trial of a contested election of a Major General in the 
4th Division of the militia of this state, to be paid out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated ;' which was adopted. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following additional section to said bill; 
which was adopted : 'Be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for the 
Governor to pay out of the contingent fund, such sum or sums of money 
as may be necessary to defray the expenses incurrred in the purchase of 
fuel and candles necessary for the use of the different offices belonging 
to the Executive Department of this state ;' which was adopted. 

Mr. Shackleford offered the following additional section : 'And be it 
further enacted , that the sum of seventy-five dollars be allowed to the 
secretary of the senate for ex-officio services in arranging the papers of 
the senate, and preparing the J ournal for the press ;' which was adopted. 

Mr. Shackleford offered the following additional section to said bill: 
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'And be it further enacted, that the sum of eighty-six dollars and twenty 
five cents be, and the same is hereby appropriated to Matthew D. Tho¬ 
mason, Door-keeper for the Senate, for certain repairs done to the Sen¬ 
ate Chamber, including the President's chair, locks for the tables, can¬ 
dlesticks, &c.' which was adopted. 

Mr. Crabb moved to strike out the words 'nineteen hundred and 
ninety dollars' in the seventh section of said bill ; the amount appropri¬ 
ated to Harry Toulmin for digesting the laws ; which was decided in the 
affirmative. Yeas 9- Nays 5. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative are, 
Mr. President Conner Devereux Metcalf Wood- 9. 

Coats Crabb Hopkins Moore 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Casey Murphy Shackleford Smith- 5. 

Mr. Metcalf offered the following additional section as an amendment 
to said bill : 'Be it further enacted, that the sum of one hundred and sev¬ 
enty-nine dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated to Robert Coyle 
pursuant to an act passed the present session, approved on the 24th of 
December 1822 ;' which was adopted. 

Mr. Metcalf offered the following additional section to said bill: 'And 
be it further enacted, that the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars be and 
the same is hereby appropriated to the Comptroller of public accounts, 
in pursuance of a resolution of the General Assembly, passed and ap¬ 
proved on the 17th Dec. 1821;' which was adopted. 

Ordered, that said bill lie upon the table. 

Mr. Shackleford moved, that the senate concur in the amendments made 
by the house of representatives, to the bill, entitled 'An act concerning 
the printing, binding and disposal of the Digest of the statute laws of this 
state by striking out the words 'fifteen hundred dollars,' and inserting 
in lieu thereof, the words 'nineteen hundred and ninety which was lost. 

Yeas 7 Nays 10. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Armstrong Devereux Shackleford Smith Sullivan 

Casey Murphy 

Those who voted in the negative, are 

Mr. President Crabb Hopkins M'Vay Moore 

Coats Conner M'Camy Metcalf Powell 

Ordered, that the senate concur in the second amendment made by 
the house of representatives to said bill. 

A Resolution from the house of representatives requiring the tax collec¬ 
tor of Madison county to pay into the Planters' and Merchant's Bank of 
Huntsville, a certain sum as he may be requires by the Comptroller,' was 
read the first time : the rule which requires all joint resolutions to be read 
on three several days was dispensed with, and said resolution was read a 
second and third time and passed. 

Ordered that the house of representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the house of representatives, entitled 'an act authorizing 
William Breedlove to sell certain real estate therein named, and for oth¬ 
er purposes 

'An act authorizing the legal representative of Robert H. Draughon to 
dispose of certain real estate ;' and 

'An act for the relief of Ed. Freeman, late tax collector of Baldwin co.;' 
were severally read the first time : the rule which requires all bills to be 
read on three several days was dispensed with, and said bills were read a 



second and third time and passed. 
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Ordered, that the house of representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the house of representatives, entitled 'An act authorizing 
the emancipation of a negro man named Martin;' was read the first tie 
and laid on the table. 

A bill from the house of representatives, entitled 'An act concerning 
the Council of the town of Belle Fonte ;' was read the first time : the 
rule which requires all bills to be read on three several days was dispens¬ 
ed with, and said bill was read the second and third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the house of representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the house of representatives be informed thereof. 

A bill from the house of representatives, entitled 'An act more effect¬ 
ually to secure the public revenue,' was read a first time, and laid on the 
table. A bill from the house of representatives, entitled 'An act to re¬ 
peal all laws requiring hands to work on navigable streams in this state ;' 
was read the first time : the rule which requires all bills to be rad on 
three several days, was dispensed with, and said bill was read the 2d time. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to strike out all of said bill after the enacting 
clause, and substitute in lieu thereof, another section, which was decided 
in the affirmative : the rule which requires al bills to be read on three 
several days was dispensed with, and said bill was read a third time, and 
amended and passed. Ordered, that the same be sent to the house of 
representatives for their concurrence. 

Mr. Moore, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported as correctly 
enrolled, 'Resolutions concerning the loan from the Tombeckbe Bank ;' 

'An act to provide for the payment of the compensation allowed by 
law to the commissioners appointed to lease the lands belonging to the 
University of Alabama ;' 'Resolution for the relief of J ohn A. Elmore.' 

'An act to divide the state into districts for electing representatives to 
Congress ;' 'An act the better to designate the line between the coun¬ 
ties of Jackson and Decatur, and for other purposes ;' 

'An act for the regulation of assessors and tax collectors so far as re¬ 
lates to the payment of money;' 'Resolution requesting the Governor to 
procure a correct map of this State ;' 'An act to authorize the J udge of 
the county court of Mobile to take possession of the Spanish records.' 

'An act for the relief of certain tax collectors therein named ;' 

'An act to amend the act passed 17th Dec. 1821, entitled an act to ap¬ 
point commissioners to lay out certain roads therein specified and for oth¬ 
er purposes.' 'An act to refund J ames Mixon a sum of money 
improperly assessed and collected;' 'An act to amend an act appoint¬ 
ing commissioners to lay out a road on, or near the dividing line between 
the counties of Madison & Limestone, passed at Cahawba 30th Nov. 1820;' 

'Resolution to repeal a resolution allowing to the Comptroller two hun¬ 
dred and fifty dollars in addition to his present salary, passed at the last 
session, of the General Assembly ;' 'An ac to incorporate the town of 
J onesborough in the county of J efferson ;' 'An act concerning the Hunts¬ 
ville Masonic Lottery ;' 'Memorial to the Congress of the United States, 
on the subject of the fortifications of Mobile Point and Dauphin Island ;' 

'An act changing the name of Big-spring in Franklin county ;' 

'An act relative to the securities of clerks, sheriffs and other officers ;' 

'An act to authorize a change of venue in chancery causes;' 

'An act appointing an agent to receive the three per cent, fund.' 

'An act appointing commissioners to lay out two roads from the ford of 
Line creek ; the one to Coffeeville, the other to Tuskaloosa ;' 'An act 
to authorize the administrator of J ohn Lucas, and the administrators of 



J ohn Waugh, deceased, to sell real estate ; 'An act to authorize the J udge 
V 
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of the county court of Mobile to appoint a public weigher in the city of 
Mobile 'An act authorizing George Cox, administrator of Benja. Cox, 
deceased, to sell and transfer certain real estate 'An act in relation to 
the estate of James White, deceased ;' 'An act authorizing the adminis¬ 
trator and administratrix of Davis H. Mahew, deceased, to sel real estate ;' 

'Resolutions instructing our senators, and requesting our representative 
in Congress to procure the passage of a law imposing a tonnage duty on all 
vessels coming into the port of Mobile and Blakeley :' 

'An act for the relief of purchasers of lots in Cahawba ;' 'An act to revise 
consolidate & amend the several acts relative to the militia of this state ;' 

'An act to legalize the election of certain officers in Decatur county ;' 

'An act to repeal an act incorporating the town of J ackson in Clarke co.' 

'An act to provide for the election of justices of the peace & constables ;' 

'An act to authorize the Treasurer of this state to receive a sum of 
money therein mentioned ;' 'An act relative to turnpike roads ;' 

'Memorial to Congress in relation to the public lands ;' 

'An act to amend an act to authorize the Catholic congregation of 
Christians in the city of Mobile to sell real estate therein mentioned, and 
for other purposes 'An act to authorize the J udge of the county court 
of Mobile county, to purchase a lot of ground for the purpose of erecting 
thereon, the public buildings of said county 'An act for the relief of 
Sarah Strother, administratrix of George H. Strother, deceased ;' 

'An act to exempt certain persons therein named, from militia duty ;' 

'An act for the preservation of the several court houses within this state ; 

'An act to authorize a levy of a county tax in St. Clair county,' 

'An act to appoint commissioners for the superintendence of the pub¬ 
lic buildings in the counties of Franklin and Lawrence ;' 

Resolution authorizing commissioners to establish a road leading from 
the city of Mobile to the line of the state of Mississippi ;' 

'An act making appropriations for the payment of certain claims against 
the state ;' 'Resolutions defining more particularly the boundary lines of 
certain counties therein mentioned, and for other purposes ;' 

'An act to provide for drawing petit jurors to serve in the circuit courts 
of the county of Dallas ;' Resolutions for the relief of M.D. Thomason ;' 

'An act to repeal in part an act passed the 15th Dec. 1821, concerning 
Col. Samuel Dale ;' and 'An act to repeal in part and amend an at to 
regulate elections, & c. passed at Huntsville 16th Dec. 1819 which 
were signed by Mr. President. 

A bill from the house of representatives, entitled 'An act to fix the sal¬ 
ary of the Treasurer of the Trustees of the University of the state of Ala¬ 
bama,' was read the 2d time : he rule which requires all bills to be read 
on three several days being dispensed with, said bill was read the 3d time. 

The question was put, shall this bill pass? and decided in the negative. 

Yeas 7- Nays 11. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
Mr. President Hopkins Moore Shackleford- 7. 

Armstrong M'Camy, Murphy 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey Crabb Metcalf Sullivan 

Coats Devereux Powell Wood- 11. 

Conner M'Vay Smith 

Mr. Coats moved to reconsider the vote of the Senate on the passage 
of the bill, entitled 'an act to carry into effect the laws of the United 
States, prohibiting the slave trade ;' which was decided in the affirmative. 



Yeas 10 Nays 8 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are 
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Mr. Casey Conner Metcalf Powell Sullivan 

Coats Devereux Murphy Smith Wood-10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Moore 

Armstrong Hopkins M'Vay Shackleford- 8. 

The question was then put, shall this bill pass? and decided in the af¬ 
firmative. Yeas 8- Nays 10. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey Conner Metcalf Powell Sullivan 

Coats Devereux Murphy Smith Wood- 10. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Camy Moore 

Armstrong Hopkins M'Vay Shackleford- 8. 

A message was received from the Governor by Mr. Pleasants, Secre¬ 
tary of State :-- Mr. President, the Governor did, on the this day approve and 
sign, 'An act, concerning the Huntsville Masonic Lottery ;' 'An act the 
better to designate the line between the counties of J ackson and Deca¬ 
tur, and for other purposes ;' 

'An act authorizing George Cox, administrator of Benjamin Cox, de¬ 
ceased, to sell and transfer certain real estate ;' 

'An act in relation to the estate of James White deceased ;' 

'An act to authorize the J udge of the county court of Mobile county, 
to appoint a public weigher in the city of Mobile ;' 'An act to incorpo¬ 
rate the town of J onesborough in the county of Jefferson ;' 'An act to 
refund J ames Mixon a sum of money improperly assessed & collected ;' 

'An act to appoint commissioners to lay out two roads, leading from 
the ford of line creek ; the one to 'Coffeeville, the other to Tuskaloosa ;' 

'An act to authorize the administrators of J ohn Lucas, and the admin¬ 
istrators of John Waugh, deceased, to sell real estate.' 

'An act to authorize the J udge of the county court of Mobile, to take 
possession of the Spanish records;' 

'An act for the relief of certain tax collectors therein named ;' 'An 
act to amend an act, entitled an act appointing commissioners to lay out 
a road on, or near the dividing line between the counties of Madison and 
Limestone ;' passed 30th Nov. 1820 ;' 'An act to authorize the adm'r & 
adm'x of Davis H. Mayhew, deceased, to sell real estate ;' 

'Resolution requesting the Governor to procure a correct map of this 
state;' 'Resolution for the relief of John A. Elmore ;' 'An act relative 
to the securities of clerks, sheriffs, and other officers ;' 

'An act to provide for the payment of the compensation allowed by 
law to the commissioners appointed to lease the lands belonging to the 
University of the State of Alabama ;' 'An act to authorize a change of 
venue in chancery causes in certain cases ;' 'An act appointing an agent 
to receive the three per cent, fund ;' 

'Resolutions instructing our Senators and requesting our Representa¬ 
tive in Congress to procure the passage of a law imposing a tonnage du¬ 
ty on all vessels coming into the Ports of Mobile, and Blakeley ;' 'Resolu¬ 
tions concerning the loan from the Tomebeckbe Bank ;' 'Memorial to the 
Congress of the United States, on the subject of the fortifications at Mo¬ 
bile Point and Dauphin Island ;' 'An act changing the name of Big Spring 
in Franklin county ;' 'Resolution to repeal a resolution allowing to the 
comptroller two hundred fifty dollars in addition to his present salary ;' 
and 'An act to divide the sate into districts for the purpose of electing 
representatives to Congress ;' Resolutions from the House of Representa- 



tives relative to the dividing line between this state and the state of Geor¬ 
gia, were read third time and passed. Yeas 9 Nays 8. 
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The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey Conner M'Camy Murphy Sullivan- 9. 

Coats Devereux Metcalf Smith 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb McVay Powell 

Armstrong Hopkins Moore wood- 8. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned till to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. 

Wednesday, J an. 1, 1823. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Armstrong from the Military Committee, to whom was referred 
the communication of His Excellency the Governor, made in pursuance 
of a call of the Senate, upon the subject of the contested election of 
Major General of the fourth division of the militia of this state, submitt¬ 
ed a report and also the following resolution : 'Resolved by the Senate of 
the State of Alabama, that the proceedings of His Excellency the present 
Governor, in disapproving the decision of a General Court Martial, de¬ 
tained by his predecessor, declaring said court illegal and detailing a new 
court for the trial a second time of a contested elected between J ack F. 

Ross and J oseph B. Chambers, for the office of Major General of the 4th 
division of the militia of this state, are not warranted by law : that the 
said decision of the said second court is inoperative and void, and that 
the said J oseph B. Chambers has not legally the right to hold said office, 
that said election having been declared illegal by the first court conven¬ 
ed to investigate the same. 

Mr. Casey moved, that said resolution be laid upon th table, till the 
first day of the next session of the General Assembly; which was decided 
in the affirmative- Yeas 10- Nays 8. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Mr. Casey Crabb M'Vay Murphy Smith 

Coats Deveraux Metcalf Powell Sullivan- 10. 

Those who voted inthe negative, are, 

Mr. President Conner M'Camy Shackleford 

Armstrong Hopkins Moore Wood- 8. 

A Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Dodson. 

Mr. President, -— The House of Representatives concur in the amend¬ 
ments made by your honorable body to a bill, entitled 

An act for the relief of the tax collector of Mobile county ;' and have 
amended said amendments by adding thereto an additional section ; in 
which they desire your concurrence. 

They concur in the amendments to a bill, entitled 'ana ct to repeal all 
laws requiring hands to work on navigable streams in this state.' They re¬ 
cede from their disagreement to the amendments made your honorable 
body to a bill, entitled 'an act divorcing certain persons therein named.' 

They have appointed a committee, consisting of Messrs. Pope, Cren¬ 
shaw, and J ackson, to confer with such committee as may be appointed 
on the part of the senate, on the disagreement of the tow houses on the 
bill, entitled 'an act concerning the printing, binding, and disposal of 
the digest of the statute laws of the state of Alabama.' 

Ordered, that Messrs. Moore, M'Camy and Metcalf be appointed a 
committee on conference on the part of the senate, on the subject of dis¬ 
agreement between the two houses in relation to said bill; and that the 
house of representatives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Powell from the committee of accounts, to whom was referred the 
bill, entitled 'an act to make appropriations for certain claims against 



the state, reported the same with sundry amendments which was con¬ 
curred in, in part, and disagreed to in part. 
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Mr. Moore offered the following amendment to said bill : 'And be it fur¬ 
ther enacted, that from and after the passage of this act, the fees allowed 
to coroners for holding requests, shall be paid out of the county treasury;' 
which was adopted. 

Mr. M'Vay offered the following amendment to said bill: 'Be it further 
enacted, that C. B. Roundtree, sheriff of Lauderdale county, be allowed 
the sum of eighty-one dollars sixty-five cents for keeping and removing 
J ames C. A. Wellborne from Lauderdale to Franklin county, to be paid 
out of monies in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated :' and on the 
question being put on the adoption of said amendment, it was decided in 
the negative. Yeas 7 Nays 8. 

The yeas & nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Crabb M'Vay Wood- 7. 

Conner Hopkins Shackleford 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Armstrong Devereux Moore Sullivan 

Casey Metcalf Powell Smith- 8. 

Said bill was then read a third time, as amended, and passed. Ordered, 
that the house of Representatives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Hopkins moved to amend the amendment made by the house of 
representatives, to the bill entitled 'an act for the relief of the tax col¬ 
lector of the county of Mobile,' by adding thereto a proviso; which was 
decided in the affirmative. Ordered, that the senate concur in the amend¬ 
ments made by the House of Representatives to their amendment to said 
bill, and that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Shackleford obtained leave to introduce a resolution authorizing M. 

D. Thomason, to take charge of the state house and furniture belonging 
to the same, which was read the first time : The rule which requires all 
joint resolutions to be read on three several days was dispensed with, and 
said resolution was read the second and third time and passed. 

Ordered, that the title be as aforesaid and that the same be sent to the 
House of Representatives for their concurrence. 

Ordered, that the senate concur in the resolution from the house of 
representatives proposing to adjourn sine die on to day ; and that Messrs 
Casey, Wood and Smith, be appointed a committee on the part of the 
Senate, to join the committee appointed on the part of the house of rep¬ 
resentatives, to wait on His Excellency, the Governor, and inform him, 
that if he has no further communications to make, the two houses are 
ready to adjourn sine die. 

Ordered, That the secretary inform the House of Representatives 
thereof. On motion the senate adjourned 'till 3 o'clock P.M. 

3 o'clock, P. M. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Moore from the committee of conference on the bill, entitled 
'An act concerning the printing, binding and disposal of the Digest of 
the statute laws of the state of Alabama,' made the following report: 

"The committee on the part of the Senate to confer with the commit¬ 
tee appointed on the part of the House of Representatives , in the disa¬ 
greement of the two houses on the act concerning the printing, binding 
and disposal of the Digest of the statute laws of the state of Alabama, 
have met said committee in conference, and they have agreed to make 
the report as follows : to insert 'fifteen hundred dollars,' which was strick¬ 
en out by the House of Representatives, for the purpose of inserting 
'nineteen hundred and ninety dollars ;' and have agreed to add the fol- 



lowing proviso at the end of the first section of said bill : 'Provided, that 
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nothing in this act shall be so construed as to prevent the next Legisla¬ 
ture from making any additional compensation that they may deem just 
and proper." Ordered, that the Senate concur in said report, and that 
the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill, entitled 'an act to 
make appropriations for the year 1823.' Mr. Moore moved to fill the 
blank in said bill ,where it makes an appropriation to Harry Toulmin for 
digesting the laws, with the words 'fifteen hundred dollars;' which was 
decided in the affirmative. Mr. Murphy offered the following additional 
section, as an amendment to said bill : 'And be it further enacted, that 
the sum of forty five dollars be allowed to George V. Dick for extra ser¬ 
vices this session, and that the same be paid out of any monies in the 
Treasury, not otherwise appropriated.' Mr. Casey offered the follow¬ 
ing additional section to said bill : 'And be it further enacted, 
that the sum of twenty-five dollars be appropriated for paying J ohn H. 

Thorington for taking charge of, and keeping the State House for the 
last year;' which was adopted. Mr. Casey also offered the following 
section to said bill : 'And be it further enacted, that the sum of twelve 
dollars and fifty cents be allowed to M. D. Thomason for extra services 
as door-keeper of this house ;' which was adopted. Mr. Moore moved 
to strike out the word 'Press' in the second section of said bill, and in¬ 
sert in lieu thereof, the words 'office of the secretary of state ;' which 
was decided in the affirmative. Yeas 13- Nays 2. 

The yeas and nays being called for, those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Mr. President Conner Hopkins Murphy Wood- 13. 

Armstrong Crabb M'Camy Shackleford 

Coats Devereux Moore Sullivan 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Mr. Casey, M'Vay- 2. The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the secretary notify the House of Representatives thereof, 
and desire their concurrence in the amendments made thereto. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson : 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have concurred in the 
amendments made by the Senate, to a bill entitled 'and act to make appropria¬ 
tion for certain claims against the state.' 

They have concurred in the amendment made by your honorable body, to 
the amendment of this house, to your amendment to the bill entitled 'an act 
for the relief of the tax collector of the county of Mobile.' 

They have also read a third time and passed, a Resolution, originating in 
your honorable body, entitled 'Resolution to authorize M. D. Thomason to 
take charge of the State House and furniture belonging to the same ;' which 
they have amended by adding the following proviso : 'Provided, it shall be the 
duty of the door keepers of the two houses to deposite the whole of the 
furniture in the Senate Chamber, and deliver the key to the secretary of state ;' 
and also by striking out the words 'M.D. Thomason, door-keeper of the 
Senate,' and inserting in lieu thereof, the words 'such person as may be ap¬ 
pointed by the secretary of state.” They have amended the title by striking 
out all of the title, and inserting in lieu thereof, these words — ' a resolution to 
provide for the safe keeping of the State House and public furniture ;' in which 
amendments they desire your concurrence. 

They recede from the amendments to the bill, entitled 'an act to provide for 
the printing, binding , and disposal of the Digest of the statute laws of the 
state of Alabama.' They concur in the report of the committee of confer¬ 
ence on the disagreement between the two houses on said bill. 



Mr Wood obtained leave to spread his reasons upon the J ournal for voting 
in favor of the bill, entitled 'an act to carry into effect the laws of the United 
States prohibiting the slave trade which are as follows : "The undersigned 
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member of the Senate, having finally voted in favor of the bill, entitled 'an 
act to carry into effect the laws of the United States prohibiting the slave 
trade.' He deems it proper to exercise his constitutional right, of assigning 
on the J ournal, his reasons for so doing. 

Altho' on first view of the case it appeared doubtful whether, pending the con¬ 
troversy in the Federal Court, it was in the power of the state to claim the 
possession of negroes illegally imported ; yet on reflection, and a full view of 
the policy which has been observed by the general government on the sub¬ 
ject, that species of property has been treated rather as persons than pro¬ 
perty ; and although the state might not demand such possession as matter of 
right, yet it has been in other states, as may be in this, that a proper provision 
being made by the state, the court would prefer to deliver them, for humane 
treatment, as well as for economy in expense of keeping. 

In case of condemnation the state is entitled to a large interest in such pro¬ 
perty; and it appears from experience, that in the ordinary way the property 
in the hands of the marshal, pending the controversy has actually consumed 
the value before the final adjudication. A valuable interest of this descrip¬ 
tion, amounting to near one hundred prime negroes, are now in the hands of 
the marshal employed in unhealthy situations, where their lives will be jeop- 
ordized. This interest in case of a favorable decision, must, if prudently 
conducted, realize to the state nearly the amount of a years revenue, and is 
therefore, worthy of being preserved and attended to. JOHN WOOD 

Ordered, That the Senate concur in the amendments made by the House of 
Representatives to the resolution authorizing M. D. Thomason to take charge 
of the State House and furniture and that the House of Representatives, by Mr. Dodson : 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives disagree to the amendments 
made by your honorable body to a bill, entitled 'an act to make appropriations 
for the year 1823' by striking out the word 'forty' in the fourth section, and 
inserting in lieu thereof, the words 'four hundred.' They concur in the re¬ 
mainder of the amendments to said bill. They have also read three times 
and passed, resolutions concerning the manuscript Digest of the statutes of 
this state; in which your concurrence is desired. 

Ordered, That the Senate recede from the amendment to the bill, entitled 
'an act to make appropriations for the year 1823,' by striking out the word 
'forty,' and inserting 'four hundred;' and that the House of Representatives 
be informed thereof. 

Resolutions from the House of Representatives , concerning the manuscript 
Digest of the statute of this state, was read the first time. The rule which 
requires all joint resolutions to be read on three several days was dispensed 
with, and said resolution was read the second and third time and passed. Or¬ 
dered that the House of Representatives be informed thereof. 

Mr. Moore from the committee on enrolled bills reported as correctly enrolled, 'An act 
to empower the county court of Tuskaloosa to appoint a jury to view a public road leading 
from the south end of Market street in the town of Tuskaloosa ;' 'An act to authorize Wm. 
Breedlove to sell certain real estate therein named, and for other purposes;' 'An act for 
the relief of Edmund Freeman, late tax collector of Baldwin county ; 'An act to set apart 
a separate fund for the support of the poor in each county;' 'An act concerning the coun¬ 
cil of the town of Belle Font;' 'Resolutions requiring the tax collector of Madison county 
to pay into the Planters' and Merchants' Bank of Huntsville a certain sum, when directed 
by the Comptroller to do so ;' 'An act to authorize the administrator of J ohn Turrentine, 
and the administratrix and administrator of Wm. Lambkin, deceased, to sell certain tracts 
of land therein designated.' 'Memorial to the Congress of the United States to procure 
further relief to the purchasers of public lands in this state ;' 'Resolutions relative to the 
dividing line between this state and the state of Georgia ;' 'An act to extend the time of 



payment and secure a certain sum of money due this state from J ohn M. Taylor'An act to 
provide for leasing the 16th sections, and for the application of the funds arising therefrom 
to the purposes of education 'An act to carry into effect the laws of the United States, 
prohibiting the slave trade ' An act authorizing the legal representatives of Robert H. 
Draughon, deceased, to dispose of certain real estate therein named ;' 'Resolutions defining 
more particularly the boundary lines of certain counties therein mentioned, and for other 



168 [originally numbered 158] 


purposes 'An act divorcing certain persons therein named;' 'An act respecting the navi¬ 
gation of Limestone river in Limestone county;' 'An act to regulate proceedings in chance¬ 
ry suits;' 'An act for the relief of the tax collectors of the counties of Mobile and Franklin;' 
'Resolutions concerning the manuscript Digest of the statutes of this state;' 'A resolution to 
provide for the safe keeping of the State House and public furniture;' 'An act to make ap¬ 
propriations for certain claims against the state ;' 'An act to make appropriations for the 
year 1823 ;' and, 'An act concerning the printing, binding and disposal of the Digest of the 
statute laws of the state of Alabama which were signed by Mr President. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Crenshaw, a member thereof. 

Mr. President- The House of Representatives have adopted the following resolution; 

'Resolved that the Senate be requested to assemble in the Representative Hall, instanter, 
for the purpose of electing two persons to act with such persons as may be appointed by the 
United States, to run the dividing line between this state and the state of Georgia, agreeably 
to Resolutions of this General Assembly. Ordered, that said Resolution be laid upon the ta¬ 
ble until the next session of the General Assembly. 

A message from the Governor by J ames J. Pleasants, esq. secretary of state : Mr. Presi¬ 
dent, the Governor did on this day, approve and sign, 'An act to provide for drawing petit 
J urors to serve in the Circuit Court of the county of Dallas ;' 'An act to repeal in part an 
act passed 15th Dec. 1821, concerning Col. Samuel Dale ;' 'An act making appropriations 
for certain claims against the state ;' 'Resolutions for the relief of Matthew D. Thomason;' 

'Resolutions defining more particularly the boundary lines of certain counties therein 
mentioned ;' 'An act to repeal in part and amend an act, entitled an act to regulate elec¬ 
tions, &c. passed at Huntsville, Dec. 16th, 1819 ;' 'Resolutions to provide for the safe keep¬ 
ing of the State House and public furniture ;' and 'An act concerning the printing, bind¬ 
ing and disposal of the Digest of the statute laws of the state of Alabama;' all of which ori¬ 
ginated in the Senate. 

A message from the House of Representatives by Messrs. Davis and Clay: Mr. President, 
the House of Representatives have adopted the following Resolution : 'Resolved that a mes¬ 
sage be sent to the Senate, informing them, that this house has completed the business be¬ 
fore them, and are now ready to adjourn sine die. 

Mr. Hopkins, from the committee of conference appointed on the subject of disagree¬ 
ment between the two houses in relation to the bill, entitled 'an act to provide for the 
emancipation of slaves ;' made the following report: "The committee of conference appoint¬ 
ed on the part of this house to act with the one from the House of Representatives on the 
disagreement of the House of Representatives to the amendment made by this house, to the 
bill, entitled 'an act to provide for the emancipation of slaves,' have instructed me to re¬ 
port, that from the press of business in each house since the appointment of said committee 
a meeting between the two houses could not be procured. A. F. HOPKINS, Chairman. 

Mr. Casey from the committee appointed to wait on the Governor and inform him that 
both houses have gone through the business before them and are now ready to adjourn sine 
die, reported that the committee had performed the duties assigned them ; and received for 
answer, from His Excellency, that he had no further communication to makes to the legisla¬ 
ture. Ordered, that a message be sent to the house of representatives informing them that 
the senate have completed their business and are now ready to adjourn sine die ; A message 
was sent accordingly. 

Mr. Shackleford, having taken the chair, on motion of Mr. M'Vay it was resolved unani¬ 
mously that the thanks of this Senate be presented to the Hon. Nicholas Davis, President 
thereof, for the faithful and impartial discharge of the duties of the chair, and the ability 
and promptitude, which he has on all occasions manifested in the discharge of the important 
functions of his office. The president having resumed the chair addressed the senate in the 
following manner. 

Gentlemen- I beg you will accept my grateful acknowledgement for the distinguished testimo¬ 
ny of your approbation of my conduct as the presiding officer of this house, contained in the 
resolution you have just adopted. Ever mindful of the responsibility of the station your gen- 



erosity has assigned me, it has been my constant endeavor to discharge the arduous duties of 
the chair, with impartiality, such however has been the dignified deportment of this house 
during the present session, that it is with peculiar satisfaction I feel myself justified in de¬ 
claring that the interposition of a presiding officer has not been required If, however, in 
incidents be consigned to oblivion, & let us recollect only, the anxious desire which has uni¬ 
formly animated every one to promote what appeared to him, to be for the prosperity of the state 

I n returning to your homes, gentlemen, you will carry to the bosoms of your families and 
friends, my most sincere wishes for your prosperity and happiness ; and that you may long 
continue to merit and enjoy the confidence of an enlightened and discerning public, is my 
constant desire. 

Mr. M'Vay moved, that this house do now adjourn sine die; which was decided in the af¬ 
firmative. The President then declared that this house stands adjourned sine die. 

NICHOLAS DAVIS, President of the Senate. 

Attest- FRANCIS S. LYON, Secretary of the Senate 



